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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

July 12, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour
Call to Order - The July regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:04 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

June Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts for the month of June of $215,371.63 disbursements of $142,315.47; check numbers 8899 - 8992, leaving a balance of $287,166.10.
July Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts for the month of July of $111,577.42 disbursements of $31,597.65, check numbers 8993 - 9079, leaving a balance of $367,264.53.

Eleanor Rittenour questioned whether the cemetery restitution deposit was actual money or time worked by the offender.  Lester Kriesel responded that the actual money came from the offender from the Sherburne County court system.

Sheriff’s Report – The deputy present reported that there were 187 calls in the month of June.  There was discussion about ATV regulations.  

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

A) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of June 7, 2004 with corrections.

B) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2004.

C) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of June 14, 2004.

The motion carried.

Open Forum – There was a resident concern about the grading of 111 ½ Street.  He wondered since it was so dusty if maybe there was too much grading and not enough gravel cover.  Jess Hall responded that perhaps additional gravel was needed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that all the ditches have been mowed and potholes filled by Township maintenance except for 96th Street and 116th Street.  Terry is working on a schedule with West Branch since there are approximately 9 projects left to complete.  Shoulders need to be stabilized by West Branch on 136th Street before paving can be done.  The road list that was presented at the 2003 continuation of the Annual Meeting is almost complete.  There is no definite timeline for the completion of 96th Street.  The costs for the Birch Acres project have been higher than anticipated.  There is a public hearing scheduled for July 13, 2004.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that there have been 90 calls to date.  A house burn was conducted on July 11 on 280th Avenue.  There was a total of 400 hours drill time with that house burn.  Chief Bennett also informed the Town Board that the Fire Department has received a $450.00 medical group grant, a $250.00 backboard and vest grant and a $980.00 grant from ECM for rechargeable lights.  Engine #2 was taken to General Safety for repairs.  It did not pass certification.  Jess Hall questioned if the Smithers home is available for a burn.  Bryan Lawrence will call the daughter.  Fire Department elections are scheduled for November 7.

Park Committee Report – The Park Committee Report to the Town Board is as follows:

Park Committee 

Report to Town Board

	From Park Meeting of: 
	6/15/2004
	For Town Board Meeting of:
	7/12/2004


To Report:

1. Sandy Lake Accesses: 

· See draft of June 15 minutes for complete details.

· Jason Ostendorf will report on plans to add concrete pad to north access.  The lake association has offered to donate labor and materials (up to $1,000) to install the pad in keeping with DNR specs and coordinating with Jon Bogart and staff re: permits, etc.

· Do not have current status report regarding survey, drainage, and erosion concerns that will affect improvement of the south (beach) access.

2. Town Hall Park:

· We are awaiting confirmation that the grading plan is complete.

· When the grading plan is ready, grading will need to be done almost immediately.  Trevor Granberg stated that it should be done by the first of August so that he and his volunteers can complete the volleyball courts as agreed.  Otherwise, we would need to see whether we could renegotiate another acceptable date with Trevor.

· The Park Committee would like to confirm whether Rick Johnson has offered to do the grading for no charge.  If this is the case, there is some concern that the job may not be on his priority list and therefore may not be completed in time.  Suggestions welcome regarding how we can ensure the grading is completed by the first of August.

3. Proposed Cantlin Lake Park:

· Appraisals for the property involved have been received.  The committee agrees that the appraisals should be treated as confidential since this information could affect negotiations for land acquisition.  
· The committee feels that it is appropriate now for one or two Town Board members and also perhaps one or two representatives of the Park Committee to meet with the property owners to see whether there is interest in moving forward with the idea of a park.  
· The committee also has some “creative financing” ideas to pass on to the Town Board.
For Action:

· Formally approve Sandy Lake Association’s offer to donate concrete pad for north access.

· If needed, take action to get town hall park area graded by August 1.

· Determine how you would like to proceed with the proposed Cantlin Lake Park.

The appraisal done for the proposed Cantlin Lake Park was determined at about one-half of what the landowner has been asking.  Bryan Lawrence and Lester Kriesel as well as one park committee member will approach the landowner with the offer of the appraised value.  

Sue Hix reported that she didn’t know if the grading plan by Dave Patten was completed.  Lester Kriesel will talk to Rick Johnson, West Branch Construction, to encourage grading completion before August 1, 2004.

Lester Kriesel said that rock had been added to the Sandy Lake accesses but that everyone was getting stuck, so sand was added also.  Sue Hix commented that the accesses seem to be okay now.

Sue Hix said that Jason Ostendorf, president of the Sandy Lake Association, is willing to spend up to $1,000.00 for a concrete pad (paid for by the Association).  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the amount of $1,000.00 contingent upon obtaining DNR and county permits.  Motion carried.  Mr. Ostendorf stated that he had already received approval from Trig Hanson of the DNR.  

County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – Bryan Lawrence reported nothing new.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported nothing new but stressed the importance of Township comments supplied to the county.  

Cell Phone Tower – Jess Hall stated that he had contacted the company and informed them that the Town Board was not favorable to the original offer made concerning the cell phone tower.  Lester Kriesel feels that it’s not a good idea to construct the tower on Township property since it would need an access road that would be tied up for a 30-year period.  There was discussion concerning county requirements, and if a special meeting were called, the requesting company would be required to pay the expenses.  Sue Hix said that, from the Park Committee’s standpoint, the SE corner of the Township property would be the best location.  Eleanor Rittenour felt that the fire department would benefit from a co-location.  Lester Kriesel stated that if their offer is not over $300.00/month, cut the negotiation.
Schedule Maintenance Employee Performance Review – The maintenance employee performance review is scheduled for Monday, August 2, 5:45 p.m. at the fire station.

Request for Speed Study on 283rd Avenue – Cal Schmock was present with his request.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to contact the sheriff’s department to install a speed cart on 283rd Avenue and, contingent upon the results, to request a speed study after the work on County Road 9 is completed.  Motion carried.

There was discussion concerning the 30-mile speed study done on 277th Avenue by Livonia Township.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send a letter to Livonia Township requesting that they consider increasing the speed on 277th Avenue.  Jeff Dotseth was contrary to the motion since he felt that there should be citizen input.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Service Agreement for Eagle Scout Project – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the service agreement for the Eagle Scout project.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will be responsible for sending the service agreements to the Eagle Scout’s for their parent/guardian signatures.
Employee Handbook – Eleanor Rittenour felt that an employee handbook should be completed by December 31, 2004 per the request of the auditor.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to have final review of the handbook completed at the September Town Board meeting.  The motion died for lack of a second.  It was determined that the Town Board have final approval by November with an attorney review completed in November/December.

NEW BUSINESS:

Approve/Disapprove Hazardous Building Resolution – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to table the approval/disapproval of the hazardous building resolution until September.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Distributing Proposed Memo from Township Attorney – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve publishing the memo on the Township website, Township newsletter, and also to publish a 2”x3” notice in the Princeton Union Eagle and the Town & Country Shopper informing citizens of the availability of the memo.  Motion carried.  
Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township Grading of 111 ½ Street – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve adding gravel to 111 ½ Street and to approve Princeton Township grading at a rate of $75.00 per time graded with Baldwin requested that the street be graded every two weeks and possibly be treated by a chemical for the dust.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Laptop Computer – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the purchase of a new laptop computer.  An amendment to the motion was made to also include the purchase of a new printer.  Motion carried.

Jeff Dotseth questioned whether a letter to the City of Princeton should be sent concerning the July 8, 2004 meeting.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to send the July 8, 2004 motion concerning annexation to the City of Princeton for distribution to the council, mayor and city administrator.  Motion carried.  Bryan Lawrence will not be able to attend the July 14, 2004 meeting with the City of Princeton.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Meeting with City of Princeton – Scheduled for Wednesday, July 14 at 3:00 p.m. at the Princeton City Council chambers.

MAT Summer Short Course – Scheduled for Thursday, July 15 in St. Cloud.
Clerk – Vacation Days – The Clerk will take Monday July 26 and Friday July 30 as vacation days. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve payment of the bills, claim numbers 8993 – 9079, totaling $31,597.65.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: June DeLong, Jerome DeLong, Sue Hix, Dennis Walz, Jodi Walz, Jason Ostendorf, Cal Schmock, Captain Dan Andren

