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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
October 3, 2006
Present –Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The regular October meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance – Everyone present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jess Hall requested to add item ‘g’ under New Business “Set Date for Closed Meeting with Mark Bennett”.  Bryan Lawrence requested to add item ‘h’ under Old Business “Petition from Ziegler”, and to add item ‘h’ under New Business “St. Cloud State Mediation”.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – None. 
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported the dirt work is done on 283rd Avenue, blacktopping is complete on 125th Street and West Branch Construction is done with the dirt work on 279th Avenue at Lake Diann.  Rum River Contracting will be doing the blacktopping on 279th Avenue.  Kriesel talked about a turnaround on 279th Avenue.  Mike Messner, who is a resident on 279tth Avenue, offered that, if the township would install a driveway, he would give the township land to build a turnaround.  It was discussed the distance needed for a turnaround, and would the driveway be paved.  It was also discussed that one load of Class 5 would be enough for the driveway and Messner should come in a get a driveway permit.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to allow a driveway permit issued at no cost, and the township will supply one load of Class 5 for turnaround purposes for school buses.  Motion carried.
There was discussion concerning the stumps on 313th Avenue, and whether it is the township’s responsibility to remove them.  Terry Carlile said the contractor has not started on that project.
Terry Carlile reported that there was a meeting with Pete Erlendsen about the 100tth Street and 283rd Avenue intersection.  There is a sharp slope to the right with no ditch. The best thing to do is level off the intersection and build up the right side again.  West Branch Construction quoted $1,100.  A blacktop bid from Rum River Contracting is $7,125.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to have this project done by this fall.  Motion carried.
There was discussion regarding the necessary striping of 125tth Street, 277th Avenue and East Elk Lake Road.  Terry Carlile said he will get some dollar numbers together for the special Town Board meeting scheduled for October 12, 2006.

Carlile will also get dollar figures together for placing Class 7 on the Looney Road, and have the figures for the October 12th special Town Board meeting. 
Part Time Help – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to hire Zachary Good at $10 per hour for blacktop patching with an estimate of 12-14 hours.  Motion carried. 
Elk Lake Estates “No Parking” Signs – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to install “No Parking” winter signs that also contain a towing warning for Elk Lake Estates.  Motion carried.
Review New Blacktop Bids for 283rd Avenue – It was determined to wait until spring.  No further action taken.
Ratification of Appointment Results from Fire Department – Mike Rademacher was present.  He said it was a unanimous decision by the officers of the fire department that Mark Bennett is appointed assistant chief and Don Larsen is appointed a captain.  Both individuals are qualified for the position.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the appointment results from the fire department until January as elections will take place in November.  Jess Hall made an amendment to the motion that approval of Mark Bennett’s appointment be held up until after the closed meeting with him.  Jeff Dotseth felt that this was a hostile amendment and is not acceptable.  Paul Vollkommer made a second to the amendment.  Bryan Lawrence stressed that it is wise to have leadership who are experienced at the fire department for liability purposes until the November elections.  Vollkommer seemed to think that some citizens have expressed concerned about having Bennett as an officer, but Lawrence countered by saying that the auditor’s report did not ask for any individual to be removed from the fire department.  A call for the motion on the amendment to the original motion to approve Don Larsen and hold off on Mark Bennett:  In favor of the motion: Kriesel, Vollkommer and Hall.  Opposed to the motion: Dotseth and Lawrence.  Motion carried. 
Rademacher said the fire department approved an order of seniority and that is what is to be followed.  
Approve/Disapprove Officer Requirements – Mike Rademacher said he hoped the Town Board had time to look over the officer requirements, and asked if there any big issues.  Paul Vollkommer thought there was a serious shortage of experienced firefighters.  He said he felt one year’s experience on the department straight across the board would be good, and the same for the assistant chief.  Jeff Dotseth said maybe appoint for the next five years, and then utilize the officer standards.  Rademacher said that these requirements were approved by the six person committee.  He handed out the list of the quorum of firefighters who were in attendance at the October 1, 2006 fire department meeting.  Lester Kriesel felt five years was too long to not use valuable men, and that two years should be sufficient.  There was a review of the handout and changes of the ‘years on department’.    A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the officer requirements with a two year requirement of all officers.  Good standing means meeting 33 1/3% of the calls and meeting 75% of trainings that are held.  The firefighters also have to meet every quarter.  The document is subject to revision.  There was discussion regarding the subject of elections.  Motion carried.  
An amendment to the motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to amend by adding two years requirement as an assistant chief on Baldwin Fire Department.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Alternate Buildability Standard – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the alternate buildability standard.  Discussion followed.  Jess Hall referenced comments from a resident from the Monday October 2nd meeting regarding mottled soil.  
The comments from the October 2, 2006 meeting were:

 “Andy Schreder of 32124 – 111 ½th Street who is on the Comprehensive Plan Revision Committee said the using of mottled soil is not nearly as reliable as a 100-year watermark which is determined by an engineer.  Mottling is harder to detect in sandy soil.  He feels there is a need to be site specific with developments, and would urge the Baldwin Township board to look at the current standards.  Schreder warns the Town Board about lowering the standard to 18 inches and using mottled soil as a benchmark is dangerous.”
Discussion followed.  In favor of the motion:  Dotseth and Lawrence.  Opposed to the motion: Kriesel, Hall and Vollkommer.  Motion failed.
Road Petition – The clerk has verified the signatures on the road petition.  She stated that three have failed, one is an incorrect address and two did not have occupancy.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to cancel the public hearing on October 16, 2006 due to the failed petition.  Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

Approve 2006 Township Road Certification – There is 84.3 miles that have been submitted by the county.  Jess Hall said he will work with Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile to determine new developments.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to certify the 2006 Township Road Certification, and send it in.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Requesting Princeton Township to Plow 104th & 111-1/2 Streets – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve requesting Princeton Township to plow 104th and 111 ½ Streets.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Transfer from General Fund to Debt Service Fund in the Amount of $69,806 – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the transfer from the general fund to the debt service fund the amount of $69,806.  Motion carried.
Approve Comments or Send Town Board Member to County Ditch Authority Meeting, Tuesday, October 17, 10:45 a.m., Elk River, Regarding County Ditch #18 Gerald Smith had requested that the county maintain and repair County Ditch #18.  A public hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, October 17th.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Jon Bogart represent the township.  There was discussion regarding the township wishing to not have the ditch cleaned out.  It is a county ditch, and should be paid for by the county.   Lawrence withdrew his motion.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to send a letter to the county stating the township does not wish to have the ditch maintained and repaired.  Motion carried.
Discuss Landfill Abatement Legacy Grant – No action.
Discuss Consulting Legal Council – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to consult with legal council on some of the issues with the audit and fire department prior to the meeting with Mark Bennett.  The clerk will try to schedule a meeting with legal council for October 16, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.  The closed meeting with Mark Bennett will be scheduled after October 16.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve applying for grant money for mediation through St. Cloud State University and to pursue mediation.  Motion carried.  Bryan Lawrence will make contact with St. Cloud State University.
Lester Kriesel informed the Township Board that a person who lives on Elk Lake has a machine shop set up but does not have a conditional use permit.  
Paul Vollkommer would like Jess Hall to replace him in dealing with the county for health reasons.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Jess Hall replace Paul Vollkommer in the negotiations with the county board regarding the dive equipment.  Motion carried.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:  None.
PLATS:
Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition, Request to Start Two Year Road Warranty – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition’s request to start a two year road warranty and renewal of the letter of credit with the following engineer’s comments:
· Amount of letter of credit = Above mentioned reduced total ($11,447.11) x 150% = $17,170.67.  Please renew the letter of credit and initiate the road warranty of $17,170.67.  

Motion carried.

Stone Sheep Crossing, Approve/Disapprove Renewing Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the renewal of Stone Sheep Crossing’s letter of credit with the following engineer’s comments:
· This office has received that the letter of credit on the above mentioned plat is up for renewal.  We have inspected the construction of Stone Sheep Crossing and have observed a few minor punch-list items.  These items include, minor erosion repair and installation of driveway culvert aprons for the driveway on the east side of the cul-de-sac. Based on the above mentioned items, I recommend the letter of credit be extended for an additional eighteen months.

Motion carried.

Highland Farms, Approve/Disapprove Ending Road Warranty – The recommendation is to not end road warranty at Highland Farms.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to disapprove ending the road warranty at Highland Farms.  Motion carried.
Prairie Hill Lake, Approve/Disapprove Releasing Letter of Credit, Cash Escrow and Ending Road Warranty – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to disapprove releasing the letter of credit, cash escrow and ending the road warranty at Prairie Hill Lake until all punch-list items are completed.  Motion carried.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Special Town Board Meeting, Thursday, October 12, 2006
Road Petition Public Hearing, Monday, October 16th, 7:00 p.m.
MN Releaf Oak Wilt Workshop, Thursday, October 26th, 8:30 a.m., Andover

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Bryan Lawrence clarified when Town Board members should get paid for attending a meeting outside of the township.

Bryan Lawrence stated that the meeting with the attorney at the Minnesota Association of Townships should have been a Town Board action, not individual.  Jeff Dotseth stated that legal council obtained when other Town Board members are not aware of the legal opinion is not correct and any information that was given to other board members should be reported back to the township.
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve check number 11295 – 11299 for an amount totaling $515.20.  Motion carried.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Terry Carlile, Jon Bogart, Jerry Smith, Kent Jefferson, Ray McGraw, Brian Bumgarner, Mary Lou Mariarity, Tom Moriarity, Gary D’Heilly, Mike Rademacher
