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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
August 8, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.
Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of August 8, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:06 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:
Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that not too much is being done.  All the trees that are within the road right-of-way have been cut on 283rd Avenue and ready for grading.  The concrete curb has been installed at Lake Diann.  West Branch Construction has filled in where the road has been falling in.  Kriesel suggested that, with the oil prices the way they are, let 283rd go without blacktop this year.  Do the dirt work but not take off the asphalt.  It was asked if Brain Bumgarner’s road has been addressed yet.  Bumgarner said that nothing has been done yet, and that they are waiting for West Branch Construction.  West Branch has committed to doing the work.  Kriesel will talk to West Branch and let both Lawrence and Bumgarner know what is going on.

Kriesel reported that Baldwin Cemetery has gained 70 burial sites with the removal of the trees. 
Approve/Disapprove Publishing Legal Notice for Bituminous Bids, 283rd Avenue Jess Hall said he has talked to both Terry Carlile and Lester Kriesel about the difficulty obtaining bids for this project.   Hall said he was told if Baldwin hitched with the county that we would not need to get bids.  Bauerly cannot hold the same price they have given the county for the township.  Hall said he put a legal notice in the paper, but it did not include the 125th Street project.  The Clerk had added 125th Street to the legal notice. The county price is bouncing around $40 a ton.  The project to blacktop 283rd Avenue could run as high as $250,000.  There was discussion regarding holding off on doing any of the project and just build the shoulders for right now.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to just improve the shoulders only on 283rd Avenue pending on the bids that may come in.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to set the date to open any bids on August 31st at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Deepening of Drainage Easement – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve deepening of the drainage easement by three (3) feet on Chris Carlberg’s property.  Jeff Dotseth amended the motion to include that the approval is based on final approval from all pertinent agencies.  Motion carried.
Discuss Cul-De-Sac Fee – There was discussion initiated by Jess Hall about changing a cul-de-sac maintenance fee on second cul-de-sacs required by the Township.  The Clerk is asked to check into and verify when one free cul-de-sac was dropped from the Developer’s Agreement.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:  None.
PLATS:

Sketch Plan, Section 11 – Bill Moonen, John Oliver & Associates, was present representing the Skarohlid’s.  It was agreed that the Baldwin Board cannot reject or accept this plat with the alternate buildability standards.  It was recommended by Bryan Lawrence to not go any further on the plat at this time.  Steve Weissenfluh said that the Board might want to look at the mottled soil issue as it doesn’t always mean that water is present.  Any county specifications would not change for the house being built.  Lawrence stressed, though, that both the Township and the county need to agree.
Weiss Son Estates, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Weiss Son Estates, Section 13, preliminary and final simple plat.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Drawing on Letter of Credit, Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition  Dan Springman, the developer, was present.  Jon Bogart stated that certain items that had been agreed upon between Springman and Mr. Cowles have not been complete.  Springman said he is waiting for 2 houses to go in and then the 2nd bituminous lift will go on.  Bogart said that Wilderness Shores 2nd is in violation of MPDES permit with all the erosion.  The irrigation system should not have to wait, and the trees are not up to the specifications.  The rest of the stuff needs to be done, and quickly.  One load of class 5, approximately 8-10 yards, should be placed on the entrance to the Cowles’ driveway right where there is sand.  Springman stated that he has the irrigation heads in his truck.  Mr., Cowles stated that the trees are a non-issue now.   Bogart stated that he wants Springman to contact him prior to placing the next lift on the road.  Also, the silt fence needs to come down and the wooden fence was not rebuilt well.  The wooden fence needs to be completed to meet the appearance of the rest of the fence.  Bogart stated that he will meet Springman out on the site this week and show him what needs to be done.  
Close Regular Meeting and Open Public Hearing – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried.
Public Hearing, Drainage & Utility Easement Vacation, Battle Brook 3rd Addition,                        Lot 3, Block 1 and Part of Lot 4, Block 1 – The Clerk stated that no written comments were received.  Christine and Gerald Stuck were present as the petitioners .  They spoke in favor of the vacation of the drainage and utility easement in Battle Brook 3rd Addition, Lot 3, Block 1 and part of Lot 4, Block 1.
Close Public Hearing and Open Regular Meeting – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to close the public hearing and open the regular meeting at 8:07 p.m.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Vacating Drainage & Utility Easement, Battle Brook 3rd Addition, Lot 3, Block 1 and Part of Lot 4, Block 1 – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the vacation of the drainage and utility easement in Battle Brook 3rd Addition, Lot 3, Block 1 and part of Lot 4, Block 1.  Motion carried.
Woods of Lake Fremont 2nd Addition, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – David Meyers, Rinke-Noonan, and Mike Ziegler, North Country Land Group, were present.  The proposed Woods of Lake Fremont is in Livonia Township, however, there is a 33-foot easement that is within Baldwin Township and they are required to plat the entire 10 acre site.  Mr. Meyers stated that they would like to petition the Town Board with a road order.  This would open a road on the north 33 feet.  The Town Board is required to hold a public hearing.  The Town Board needs to set damages.  Bryan Lawrence questioned who would maintain the road.  Mr. Ziegler replied that Livonia Township would maintain.  Lawrence questioned if the property owner to the north was present.  Mr. Ziegler replied ‘no’.  Jon Bogart stated that there may not be much of a choice, however it needs to be determined if the petition is valid and set a public hearing date.  
Mr. Ziegler stated that the reason that they want to have this access is that it lines up with the MnDOT access across Highway 169.  Mr. Meyers stated that the Town Board determines the dollar figure that will be paid to the property owner to the north.  If the property does not like the dollar figure then it goes to the district court.  Lawrence questioned if the Town Board also approved the roadway.  Mr. Meyers answered ‘yes, the Town Board sets the path of the road and determines the dollar amount awarded’.  
Mr. Ziegler stated that the road would consist of 2/10ths of an acre.  Paul Vollkommer questioned if they would obtain a written confirmation that the 10 acre rule has not been broken.  Mr. Meyers stated that he will ensure that it is done.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to accept the petition and set the public hearing date of August 31, 2006, 7:15 p.m. if all requirements are met per Minnesota State Statute §164.07.  The motion carried.  
Close Regular Meeting and Open Public Hearing - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing at 8:35 p.m.  Motion carried.
Public Hearing, Adoption of Sherburne County Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, Zoning Map and Subdivision Ordinance with Amendments – The Clerk stated that she had not received any written comments.  Baldwin Township resident Mike Seurer questioned if the Town Board could accept changes.  Bryan Lawrence responded that he understands that, by adoption, the Township needs to mirror the counties plans and ordinances, however, the comprehensive plan could change somewhat.  Lawrence gave an overview of how Baldwin Township reached the point of this public hearing on the adoption of the county’s plans and ordinances.  Lawrence stated that he understands that the Township can change zoning but then the county needs to adopt.  Paul Vollkommer questioned if the Township can still keep 2-1/2 acre lots.  Lawrence replied ‘yes’.  Mr. Seurer questioned if the Township could change the cluster developments to disallow additional lots when there is wetlands as this would show that the Township cares about the environment.  Lawrence stated that cluster developments are now planned unit developments where the Town Board has authority to impose certain restrictions.  Mr. Seurer stated that he believes the Town Board needs to tighten things considerably within the Township and gave several examples of violations of conditional use permits, junk ordinance and large animals on small acreage.  Jess Hall stated that the Township will not be directly involved in enforcing ordinances until the Township establishes their own planning and zoning.  A motion was made by Jess Hall to close the public hearing at 8:57 p.m.  Mr. Seurer stated that he had additional comments to make.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Mr. Seurer questioned if the Town Board will be accepting the county ordinances as is.  Lawrence stated that he would suspect that is what would happen tonight.  Mr. Seurer stated that he would like to see some tightening of the ordinances.  Vollkommer questioned what would happen if the Town Board did not accept the county’s comprehensive plan.  Lawrence stated that the county would not approve any developments that would come in and, by adopting the county’s comprehensive plan, the Township has a basis to start with.  Mr. Seurer stated that there are still issues with enforcement within the Township.  Lawrence stated that the Town Board is still trying to determine where the county sees the Township in enforcement of issues.  
Close Public Hearing and Open Regular Meeting - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to close the public hearing at 9:04 p.m.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to open the regular meeting at 9:04 p.m.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Adoption of the Sherburne County Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, Zoning Map and Subdivision Ordinances with Amendments – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the adoption of the Sherburne County Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, Zoning Map and Subdivision Ordinances with Amendments.  Motion carried.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Whitetail Crossing - Lester Kriesel said he went out to Whitetail Crossing regarding the weed problem, but did not see any thistles.  It was suggested that the next step would be to visit with the homeowner about the problem.  If there is no satisfaction, then the county weed inspector would be called.
July 9, 2006 Town Board Minutes - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to take the Baldwin Township Special Town Board Meeting with Fire Department Officers minutes of July 9, 2006 off the table.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the Baldwin Township Special Town Board Meeting with Fire Department Offices minutes of July 9, 2006.  Motion carried.
Preserve at Baldwin 2nd Addition - Berkley Rodgers said his plat got held up on the lower buildablity standards, so what happens next?  It was approved twice by the Town Board.  Bryan Lawrence said that this Town Board has mixed feeling on the buildability standards.  But as of right now, the Town Board needed to take this first step.  The Board can do it on a case by case basis once the plans are adopted.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to add this item to the August 31st agenda and hold a public hearing if needed.  Motion carried.

Approval of Additional Claims - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve check numbers 11150 through 11157, totaling $4,660.18 for payment.  Motion carried.  There was a question about the invoice and which fund it would go into from Lake Side Machine.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to take the funds from the Fire Fund.  Motion carried.
Township Funds - Jess Hall said he would like the fire chief to submit a budget for $90,000 and one for $111,000.  Bryan Lawrence commented that he wasn’t sure we would see one within six (6) months.  Lawrence said he understands that the citizens voted on and approved the fund and why change the fund when it is still 8 months out.  Hall asked why Lawrence would support a 32% increase in the fire fund.  Lawrence asked Hall why he would propose it.  Hall said he is the only one who had come up with a proposal.  Jeff Dotseth said that if there is a need, there is time to readjust the fund if necessary.  Hall said he thinks a mistake was made with a 32% increase in the fund.  Dotseth stressed that the budgets always need to be looked at and reevaluated.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to have a line item budget in place by January 1, 2007 for all Township funds.  Motion carried.

Purchase Orders - A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to have a memo distributed saying that no checks will be signed without an approved purchase order.  Motion carried.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:32 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer
Attendees:  Bill Moonen, Steve Weissenfluh, Richard Weissenfluh, Dan Springman, Jon Bogart, Christine Stuck, Gerald Stuck, David Meyers, Mike Ziegler, Mike Seurer, Berkley Rodgers, Brian Bumgarner, Dave Cowles, Brenda Cowles, Jerry Smith, Julius Dorweiler
