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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING

BOARD OF CANVASS

March 14, 2007

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township Board of Canvass meeting of March 14, 2007 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 6:01 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Canvass Election Results and Approve/Disapprove Election Results – Bryan Lawrence read the election results for Supervisor ‘D’:  Jeff Holm, 170 votes; Bryan Lawrence, 300 votes; Quintin Reece, 258 votes.  Write-in votes: Chris Wilke, 1 vote; Greg Furzland, 1 vote; Paula Yankee, 1 vote; Brian Bumgarner, 1 vote; Michael Wipper, 1 vote for a total of 733 votes.  The election results were signed by the election judges.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the election results as submitted.  Motion carried.
Bryan Lawrence read the election results for Supervisor ‘B’: Jess A. Hall, 282 votes; James Oliver, 450 votes for a total of 732 votes.  The election results were signed by the election judges.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the election results as submitted.  Motion carried.

Bryan Lawrence thanked Jess Hall for his service to Baldwin Township.  Jeff Dotseth asked Hall if he would be available for consul if the Town Board has any questions.  Hall answered in the affirmative.

The Clerk said that one ballot was received from overseas on the 14th day of March 2007.  She asked if it should be opened and looked at.  The Town Board said that since it was a day late that the ballot should not be opened.

6:10 p.m. - Open Quotes for Dive Equipment – Bryan Lawrence opened the quotes received for the dive equipment.  They were:

Doug Klein, Princeton, MN – partial list of equipment - $800.00

Wright County Sheriff’s Office – partial list of equipment - $4,256.00

Paul Medenwaldt, Zimmerman, MN– complete package of equipment - $7,560.00

South Central Volunteer Dive Team, Trimont, MN – partial list of equipment - $1,001.00

Toni Knutson, Becker, MN – partial list of equipment - $425.00

Otter Tail County Sheriff’s Office – partial list of equipment - $400.00

Thomas Christensen, Foreston, MN – partial list of equipment - $2,825.00

Saint Louis County – partial list of equipment - $1,600.00
Carver County Sheriff’s Office – list of equipment items 1-12 no total, but listed items individually for a total quote of $2,050.00
The Clerk made copies of all quotes received for the Town Board and Fire Chief to review.

The total cost of the equipment was $21,409.16 new.  Bryan Lawrence recommended keeping the equipment instead of giving up $13,000.  The benefits for retaining the equipment is that the fire department has already made the investment in the equipment, and have trained personnel.  Not that the fire department is going to have diving, but perhaps it would be a better use to keep in the department when there is water rescue training.  It would serve the township better to have on hand and a better investment even if it is used once or twice a year than selling at such a loss.  
Jess Hall said he would have trouble keeping equipment that would not be used.  Paul Vollkommer also mentioned the cost of maintenance.  Brian Torborg said that cost of maintenance would probably be about $400 a year.  Jess Hall said it would be misleading to advertise the equipment, with people driving here, then to reject.  
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to accept the quote from Paul Medenwaldt of $7,560.  
Discussion:  Jesse Ewert asked if the fire department kept the equipment, could they legally use it.  Bryan Lawrence said yes it could be used for water training, but not to recover dead bodies.  Lawrence also said that we have already trained people to use this type of equipment.   Ewert asked if the firefighters could buy it themselves for $1000 per set.  Lawrence said the legalities of doing this would have to be checked into.  Vollkommer said it wouldn’t be fair to the guy who gave the best quote if the firefighters could buy the equipment themselves.  Jeff Dotseth asked if there were any other options, and perhaps offering the equipment again.  Bryan Lawrence said he would not be comfortable with doing that.  Dotseth said he was not comfortable with accepting a quote of $7,560, and said he was hoping it would have been more like $16 - $17,000.  Jess Hall said that a lot of fire departments offer water rescue without equipment.  Dotseth said that ultimately it is the decision of the board to accept or reject quotes.  
Opposed to the above motion were Lester Kriesel, Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence.  In favor of the above motion were Paul Vollkommer and Jess Hall.  Motion failed.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to reject all quotes.  In favor the motion was Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel and Bryan Lawrence.  Opposed to the motion was Paul Vollkommer and Jess Hall.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 6:42 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Dennis Lindberg, Jim Oliver, Mike Rademaker, Jim Buell, Brian Torborg
