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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
May 7, 2007

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – On May 7, 2007 the regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/ Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
April 2007 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,522.53 and disbursements of $27,794.47, check numbers 11734 -11809, leaving a balance of $77,080.01.  The April 2007 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

May 2007 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $3,085.92 and disbursements of $41,781.28, check numbers 11810 -11873, leaving a preliminary balance of $38,435.59.
Approval of Consent Agenda – Bryan Lawrence requested the April 2, 2007 minutes be pulled from the consent agenda.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve:
· The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of March 29, 2007;

· The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 3, 2007;

· The Baldwin Township Board of Review & Equalization minutes of April 12, 2007; and

· The Baldwin Township Special Meeting with Mediation minutes of April 23, 2007.

Motion carried.

A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jim Oliver to table the April 2, 2007 Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes until clarification is made by the clerk on several portions of the minutes.  Motion carried.  These minutes will be added to the June agenda for final approval by the town board.
Open Forum for Citizens 
Jesse Ewert is taking a leave of absence from the Northeast Sherburne Fire and Rescue department beginning February 6, 2007 to be reviewed in 6 months.  Ewert turned in his pager.
Craig Hilburn said that according to Roberts Rules of Order it is the responsibility of everyone to not interrupt when someone has the floor.

OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Department Report – Brian Torborg reported 13 calls for the month of April.  After requesting a 220 outlet for the pressure washer, a motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to contract with AET Electric to install an outlet for a cost of $250.00.  Motion carried.
Paul Vollkommer brought up an issue regarding a chimney fire call the previous Friday.  He was under the assumption that calls north of County Road 9 would be covered by the Princeton fire department and calls south of County Road 9 would be covered by the Zimmerman fire department.  Torborg responded that the department has automatic response with Zimmerman only and does not see the need for two automatic response departments.  Vollkommer stated that the town board made a motion to have Princeton respond north of County Road 9 and Zimmerman respond south of County Road 9.  Lawrence stated that was not the motion.  Torborg stated that the last he was told was Zimmerman would be responding.  Vollkommer stated it is a great liability to the township not to have Princeton respond.  Lawrence stated that he would like to see a copy of the motion.
Park Committee Report – A report from Lester Kriesel indicated that they have started working in the park by cleaning up the area and getting rid of some of the fences.   
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – A memo to the Baldwin Township Board from Jess Hall, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning representative reported on the meeting of April 19, 2007 stated:
“There were two items of interest to the Baldwin Board on the agenda of this meeting.  They were the Skarohlid preliminary plat approval of “Wolf Ridge Second Addition” and Jesse Ewert’s application for a C.U.P. for a home business in an accessory building.

Both of these applications were approved by the P. & Z. Board with quite extensive discussion on the Ewert situation.  The county board is going to take a new look at its ordinances dealing with C.U.P.’s to better define the uses applied for in some of them.  It was forwarded to the county board of commissioners for approval, to be heard by them on May 1, 2007.

Attached are copies of the information these applicants received with their 
request to be at the Planning Commission Public Hearing on April 19.”
Review Newsletter – Final approval of the newsletter will be made at the Tuesday, May 8th Town Board meeting.
Sheriff’s Report – April statistics showed 246 incidents.  There were 29 suspicious activity reports due to last month’s rash of burglaries.  There were 40 arrests.  A yearly report will be sent to the township.

Citizen Comment on County Planning & Zoning Committee & Township Capital 

Investment Committee – Craig Hilburn is asking that Jess Hall not be on the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Commission.  He thinks the position would be better served by an elected official.  
Hilburn said he was the board chair for the Township Capital Investment Committee.  He said he called upon Terry Carlile and found out everything he needed for future information.  He also called Mark Bennett.  That is when they first heard of the dive team.  The committee asked each of them for a wish list of what equipment they wanted.  Hilburn said he has a hard time understanding why Mr. Hall cannot remember that.  Giving Hall the benefit of the doubt of either intentional or unintentional, Hilburn feels that Hall is inadequately representing the Township.
Bryan Lawrence informed everyone that it is the county board who appoints the individual.  The Town Board only makes recommendations.
Jess Hall responded to Hilburn by saying he has no health problems.  It is the price he pays for being honest.  Paul Vollkommer vouched for Hall’s memory and his integrity.  He said he received a call from John Riebel stating that he wanted Hall to stay on this board.
Request for Supervisor to Elaborate on a Portion of Investigative Report – No action taken as Ross Perry was not present at this time.
Clarification of Township Attorney Access – Jeff Dotseth said it’s his opinion that access to the township attorney should be limited to one person since attorney fees are very expensive.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to allow the chairman to be the point person.  An amendment was made to include only when the contact is board directed and not chairman directed.  Paul Vollkommer recommended always contacted the MAT attorney first.  Jeff Dotseth called the question.  All were in favor of calling the question except for Vollkommer.  All in favor of the motion on the floor.  Vollkommer opposed.  Motion carried.
Approve Amendments to County Ordinances #134, #135, #136, #138, #139, #140, #141, #142, #143 and #145 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to not approve County Ordinance #142.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to not approve County Ordinance #139.  Motion carried.  
 A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve all the amendments to the county ordinances except #142 and #139.  Motion carried.
Comprehensive Plan Committee Report & Request for Direction – Andy Schreder said a Comprehensive Plan Committee was formed last April and they have been meeting regularly.  He said the township adopted the Sherburne County Comprehensive Plan, and he would like to update the town board on the progress of the committee and is asking for direction on how to proceed.  Schreder said at this point they took the comprehensive plan and divided it up between the committee members.  The committee has a lot of resources, but proper direction from the board is requested before a proposal is made.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve for the committee to continue on, and follow up with a proposed revised comprehensive plan.  An amendment offered by Paul Vollkommer added to have a three month timeline.  The amendment was accepted.  Motion carried.
Miscellaneous Issues (Refer to 14 Question List in Agenda Packet) – Bryan Lawrence stated that he had obtained legal council on the issue and it was determined that it is up to the town board whether or not to answer.  Since it was determined that this is not a good use of the Baldwin Township Board’s meeting time, a motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jim Oliver to dispense with this issue, and not address these questions tonight.  Motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Dissolution of Joint Powers – Ross Perry said he would like to see the dissolution of joint powers.  The county needs a 12 months notice to terminate, and it may be wise to continue with the county at this point instead of acting ahead of ourselves.  More discussion is needed.  This item will be place on the June agenda.  

Comment on Discussion with Sheriff – Ross Perry asked if everyone was aware of what was lost in Baldwin and what Palmer Township gained.  Lawrence said the board is aware of Palmer and Santiago Townships position with the sheriff.  Ross said the contract for $447,000 went to Palmer Township.  Ross said the sheriff thought he was talking to the Baldwin Board on this before the bottom fell out.  Baldwin Township lost out.  

Supervisor Resignation – Ross Perry asked for Paul Vollkommer’s resignation.  Vollkommer stated that Mr. Perry was unprepared, ill advised and did not read the auditor’s report.  
Appoint Elected Board Member to TH 169 Local Advisory Committee – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to appoint Jeff Dotseth with Jim Oliver as an alternate to the TH 169 local advisory committee.  The motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.  

Approve/Disapprove Placing Newspaper Ad – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve placing a newspaper ad in the Princeton Union Eagle recognizing Jess Hall’s service to the township.  Motion carried.    

Approve/Disapprove DSL Service for Town Hall & Fire Station – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve DSL service for the town hall and the fire station with the recommendation that Vollkommer obtain additional information on providers and work with Kriesel on this project.  Motion carried.  

Discuss Video Camera Choice – Lester Kriesel wanted the board informed that the Sony and JVC cameras cannot run off the transformer, but a battery only.  A Panasonic can, but a firewire and USB port plugs are needed.  It’s the same price at about $550.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve a USB and firewire adapter.  Motion carried.  

Complete Amendment of Commercial, Industrial & CUP Ordinance Survey      Requested by County Zoning – The Baldwin Town Board will fill out the surveys individually and turn them into the clerk.  The clerk will calibrate what the quorum wants and send it to the county by the end of May.  

Formal Request of Sheriff – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to allow firefighters to serve on both the county dive/rescue team and  Baldwin fire department if they so choose with the sheriff making the final decision.  The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.  

Approve/Disapprove Donation to Fire Department for Clean-Up Day Help – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table approval or disapproval of a donation to the fire department for their help on Clean-Up Day until the Tuesday May 8th meeting  Motion carried.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send the township attorney a notice that he will need to comment on a donation to the hockey team and the fire department.  Motion carried.  

Schedule Employee Reviews – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to schedule Monday June 4, 2007 for employee reviews of the fire chief and maintenance personnel.  Tuesday June 5, 2007 employee reviews will be for the clerk and the deputy clerk at 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. respectively.  Motion carried.   

Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Flip Chart & Accessories – Since the fire chief has a flip chart that can be used, a motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to disapprove.  Motion carried.  

Approve/Disapprove Use of Online Backup Service – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the use of Mozy online backup service.  Motion carried.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Elaine Philippi asked about who can answer her questions.  It was said that Philippi must understand that there is a concern with her comment regarding court. 
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – The Town Board reviewed all disbursements.  Paul Vollkommer requested to hold check #11858 to Essig Construction for more information.  Bryan Lawrence requested to hold check #11823.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to hold check numbers 11858 and 11823 and approve check numbers 11810 to 11873 totaling $23,640.28.  Motion carried.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to adjourn at 9:14 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer
Attendees:  Julius Dorweiler, Jeff Holm, Jim Buell, Ray McGraw, Llona Jorgerson, Brian Vork, Elaine Philippi, Dennis Lindberg, Andy Schreder, Lisa Fobbe, Craig Hilburn, Jess Hall, Terry Carlile, Elly Rittenour
