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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

OATH OF OFFICE & REORGANIZATION OF TOWN BOARD

March 17, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order- The Baldwin Township Oath of Office and Reorganization of the Town Board meeting of March 17, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:30 a.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Oath of Office (Supervisor “C”) - The Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Jeff A. Dotseth who won the March 8, 2005 Township election with 99 votes.

Reorganization of Town Board 
a. Select Town Board Chair – Jess Hall thanked the Town Board for their support as chairman of the Baldwin Town Board.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to nominate Bryan Lawrence as chairman of the Baldwin Town Board.  Bryan Lawrence accepted.  Upon voice vote, the motion carried and Bryan Lawrence was appointed Chairman of the Baldwin Town Board.

b. Select Town Board Vice-Chair – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to nominate Jess Hall as Baldwin Town Board Vice Chairman.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to nominate Lester Kriesel as Baldwin Town Board Vice Chairman.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to cease nomination.  The motion to cease nominations carried.  A voice vote was taken for the nominations for Baldwin Town Board Vice Chairman.  In favor of Jess Hall as Vice-Chair were Jeff Dotseth and Eleanor Rittenour.  Lester Kriesel abstained.  Jess Hall is elected Baldwin Town Board Vice Chairman.
Review Town of Baldwin Organization List

The Town Board reviewed the Town of Baldwin Organization list.  

SUPERVISOR #B - CHAIR:   BRYAN LAWRENCE

     Coordinates activities of the Board 
Urban powers/annexation

     Liaison w/ Township attorney/engineers    
Addresses/address signs

     Budget coordinator                                

Developer agreements

     Agenda coordinator                                      



SUPERVISOR #D – VICE-CHAIR:  JESS HALL

     Roads (2nd contact)                                                  Septic systems

     New plat roads, drainage, cul-de-sacs                 
Town hall

     Fire protection                                                      
Parking ordinance advisor

     Employee liaison                                                    


     Planning and Zoning Comprehensive Plan

SUPERVISOR #E:  LESTER KRIESEL

     Roads (1st contact)                                                  Road construction

     Road culverts, ditches, signs   
          Special Services Districts                                                              

     Coordinate Sherburne inmate work program          Mailboxes

     Facility & equipment process                                   Park Committee          

     Road abandonment 



          Park and Recreation

     Cemetery plots/maintenance advisor 

SUPERVISOR #C:  JEFF DOTSETH

     Roads (3rd contact)                                                  Economic development

     Noxious weed control                                   
          Clean-up day

     Dog ordinance advisor                                             Fire protection

     Health & safety (cars, junk, etc.)                              Beautification - tree planting

     Airport

      Oak Wilt

SUPERVISOR #A:  ELEANOR RITTENOUR

     Newsletter                                                       
Historical Society

     Conditional use permits                                            Delinquent properties

     Policies & procedures                                               Park Committee          

     Liquor, gambling licenses



Zoning issues  

     Planning and Zoning Comprehensive Plan

Eleanor Rittenour would like to go on record for her support of Resolution 2005-02, Resolution Adopting an Interim Subdivision Ordinance and Ordinance 2005-03, Interim Subdivision Ordinance.

Jess Hall reported that Livonia Township will be meeting on Monday March 21, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. with representatives from the University of Minnesota to discuss creating a comprehensive plan and would like to have a representative from Baldwin Township to attend.  Eleanor Rittenour and Jess Hall will attend.

Discuss Fence in Elk Lake Estates – Jess Hall stated that the problem with the fence in Elk Lake Estates flared up when a neighbor complained about his septic system.  Lester Kriesel said that he and Jon Bogart have not been out there yet as Bogart has not been able to meet with him yet.  Bogart wants to shoot elevations to ensure where the septic is located.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel that the Town Board take a tougher stance against the Blesi family and require that they move the fence off the traveled portion of the road since it will be difficult to solve any drainage issues of the neighboring properties.  To make it simpler when the Board needs to come up with a solution to drainage problems, a letter from the Township attorney should be written with state statutes included and sent.  If the Town Board needs to take further action, a court order should be obtained to remove the fence.  

Jeff Dotseth asked if the Township should look at some sort of setback, perhaps a minimum of 10 feet, for all residential fences.  It was determined that the property has not been surveyed on all sides, and it was suggested that Bogart try to mark the other side of the Blesi property.  Even though correcting the runoff is very important, and supercedes letting the Blesi’s have the fence, it is felt that the drainage issue will involve ditching and a catch basin to correct.  The Township is only responsible if drainage is directed to the property.  After discussion, Jeff Dotseth, Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence are opposed to the motion.  The motion failed.

Review/Approve County Administrator Letter of Recommendation – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the county administrator letter of recommendation.  Motion carried.

Schedule Meeting with Park Committee – A meeting was scheduled with the Park Committee for April 19, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.

Bryan Lawrence reminded the Board of the meetings scheduled for March 22nd, Palmer Township and March 24th, Livonia Township that will deal with park plans.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

A meeting with the City of Princeton is scheduled for May 5, 2005 at 4:00 p.m.

It was discussed whether the Township has gotten to the point where it could use a part time administrator.  A part time administrator could be a liaison between the residents and the county and be involved with the engineers and attorneys.  The more Baldwin Township acts like a city, the chances are that Baldwin can be successful at becoming a city, according to attorney Bob Ruppe.  It was suggested that perhaps an administrator could be shared with some of the other surrounding townships.

Bryan Lawrence asked that reviewing the pay schedule for supervisors should be put on the April agenda.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 8:35 a.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

