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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING

May 5, 2005

Present – Baldwin Township Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.  City of Princeton officials Brian Humphrey, Dick Dobson, Vicky Hallin, Paul Whitcomb, Mark Karnowski and Ann Bien.  Lee Steinbrecher was absent.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township special meeting with the City of Princeton was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 4:05 on May 5, 2005.  

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Bryan Lawrence thanked the City Council of Princeton for attending.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Meet With City of Princeton Officials – Bryan Lawrence gave an overview of previous meetings held with the City of Princeton.  Robert Ruppe, the attorney for Baldwin Township, stressed that the Baldwin Board would like to see concentration on some concerns the City had with an orderly annexation agreement.  The City is looking for some direction from Baldwin about areas that Baldwin envisioned as part of this agreement.  The proposed expansion of sewer capacity will not be included as part of this meeting.  The City representatives said that they aren’t expecting to discuss anything that hasn’t already been addressed.  Questions arose whether Baldwin’s thoughts on an orderly annexation agreement mirrors the City’s?  If agreeable, Robert Ruppe and Mark Karnowski could work on the language within the agreement.  

Ruppe explained the concepts of the orderly annexation agreement that had been handed out months ago.  The basic idea of an orderly annexation agreement is to mutually agree upon an area that would be annexed by a city.  That area would become the growth area for the City of Princeton.  With an orderly annexation agreement, residents should not be annexed against their will.  Karnowski said if it was the resident’s decision as to whether or not be annexed islands of Township residents could be created within the City.  As long as there is a disparity in the tax bases, residents will not want to be annexed into the City, therefore it would make sense to put a time limit on when the residents have to be annexed.  

Hall felt that residents would have to be annexed after they hook up to city services.  Dotseth’s concern is the current Township residents who don’t want to be part of the City.  Don’t their wishes need to be respected?  Lawrence asked if there was a City policy where city sewer does not have to hook up.  Karnowski said that the City policy requires hook up.

Ruppe commented that if there were islands of Township after so many years the orderly annexation agreement could include language that states that those islands would automatically be annexed into the City.  Also it’s possible that a “step up” policy could be utilized where there would be a gradual increase in property taxes.     

Lawrence said that it was the Township’s understanding that the premise of what has been talked about with an orderly annexation agreement is acceptable except where the boundary line would be.  Hallin’s main concern is also the boundary line.

Ruppe said that Baldwin recognizes that the City needs room to grow.  That’s why Baldwin is trying to accommodate the City.  The Township would like to work on an orderly annexation agreement before anything else.  Karnowski said that the original orderly annexation agreement was drafted by someone looking out only for the Township.  Karnowski brought up the orderly annexation concept that the City of Bemidji is using. Ruppe said that the Bemidji concept is different than what the Baldwin Board wants.  When Bemidji sewer was extended out, the land was ultimately annexed into the City of Bemidji after a few years.  If the City of Princeton sent a pipe into Baldwin where Baldwin residents could enjoy City services, ultimately it would become an extended area for annexation. The Baldwin Board wants to keep the entity known as Baldwin Township.   

Ruppe said that he is now asking the City point blank if Baldwin Township needs to take discussions to a different level.  Where does the City sit?  Baldwin Township is willing to talk on all of these things.  Karnowski said that he wasn’t ready to respond to that question after a joint meeting of a few minutes.  His concern is that the City designed the wastewater treatment plant to handle the wastewater for the City’s population for 25 years.  Suggesting an expanded treatment plant or agree to a smaller City of Princeton so Baldwin Township can have a sewer is a major concern.
Lawrence said that the City of Princeton must have had to have drawn up boundaries and the Board would like to know where the boundaries are in the City comprehensive plan. Karnowski said that the City has done sewer lines of the northwest of the city (Princeton Township) and now would like to do the same for the south of the city.  Ruppe countered that it was a growth area issue.  The sewer agreement drafted had a provision for expanding and Baldwin Township did address the issue.  If it’s not a good idea to extend sewer into the Township without annexation, Baldwin needs to know.  The City has never quite said ‘no’ to the Township, but has not quite said ‘yes’ either.

Ruppe asked if the City would extend sewer out if it was feasible.  Humphrey was reluctant to agree to this condition.  He said that there was a disparity between Mille Lacs County and Sherburne County.  The City has reached a point where they are seeing growth without substantial giveaways.  Most of the businesses have located in Sherburne County.    

If there is sewer and water in Baldwin and in Mille Lacs County the businesses would end up locating in the Township.  That would really be handling over the keys to future growth.  There is too much disparity to make sense.
Karnowski felt that this might stall out the growth if the City if the Township offers sewer.  Hall asked if the condition of having sewer offered only in the annexed area.  Hallin said that in previous talks, there would be no orderly annexation agreement with the extension of city sewer and water.  Dobson feels that the City and the Baldwin Township should work together for an orderly annexation agreement.  He said he doesn’t like the idea of extending city sewer and water out in Baldwin Township without knowing if the area would be coming into the City

The City would consider an orderly annexation agreement that would be based on the City of Bemidji’s agreement.  Hall stated that this should be a negotiating process.  What is the advantage to Baldwin to what the City is proposing?  It is usually a give and take process.
Dobson suggested taking a workable area with provisions stating that the City would like to have this area by a certain year and, in the meantime, City sewer and water would be extended to that area.  The benefit would be that the Township would maintain their tax base until that time that area is annexed.  

Karnowski stated that without an orderly annexation agreement the city responds to developer requests for annexation.  Does everyone want the developers to control that growth?  Bottom line is it all that good for the Township?  Maybe not.  Is it good for the community?  Yes.

Lawrence stated that he would like to review the City’s comprehensive plan prior to any further discussion.  Karnowski stated that the City will provide a copy of the plan, along with a color copy of the map, to the Township.

Ruppe stated that it is now a Town Board issue as to whether to continue discussions or not with the City.  Lawrence stated that the Board is not abandoning trying to get sewer extended into the Township.  
Humphrey stated that he has not discussed the sewer concept in depth with the Council.  He questioned if the Township would be willing to bond for it at $5 million dollars.  Ruppe answered that all those items need to be worked out only if the City is willing to work with the Township.  As a Town Board, we are willing to explore all those issues with the City.  We would not be willing to do if City is ultimately going to say no.  The Township is looking for a commitment from the City.  

Hallin stated that she was under the impression that the council would be more comfortable with having an orderly annexation area that would be serviced by city sewer and water and then ultimately be annexed by the City.  Lawrence questioned what the benefit to the Township would be.  Where is the common ground?  The City is saying wherever sewer goes that area will be annexed.  
Rittenour stated that she would like to see collaboration between the City and Township.  She realizes that the City will always benefit more.  She would like to get something back for the Township citizens.   

Dobson stated that he would like to have an idea what the Township is looking at in trying to get industrial base in and housing developments.  With this information he would feel better about making an informed decision.  Dotseth statated that Township would have an alternative plan by pulling services from the south.  
Ruppe stated that the Township is looking for an orderly annexation area where no resident would be annexed against their will.  Rittenour questioned where citizen input would come into play.  Ruppe replied that it would be basically when the agreement is ready to be signed as a public hearing is not required by State Statute.  
Dobson questioned what would the feasibility of coming up with the Town Board’s concept of an orderly annexation that feel both parties could live with which would not include anything with sewer.  He feels that an agreement needs to be made on step one before step two.  
Ruppe stated that the he could go back and dust off the draft orderly annexation agreement and try to take the concerns and modify.  He would need to meet with Town Board first then ship to Mark Karnowski and obtain feedback from him.  Revisions would then be made and discussed. Karnowski stated that he would need City Council authorization to ship it off the City’s attorney for his review.  
Hallin stated that she would like to see an amended sewer agreement.  Ruppe stated that he would need to meet with the Town Board first.  Ruppe will meet with the Town Board to get input on an orderly annexation agreement, send to the City for their comments and bring back to the Town Board.   

The meeting with the City of Princeton adjourned at 5:55 p.m.  
The Town Board talked with Bob Ruppe about the next steps involved.  Discussion regarding small community sewer systems.  Ruppe will contact the Clerk to determine dates available.  Discussion regarding comprehensive plans and ordinances.  They will try to hold two workshops in one night.  One regarding wastewater treatment and the other regarding ordinances.  
Cell Tower Agreement – The Town Board instructed Bob Ruppe to review the agreement for the construction of a cell phone tower.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Jess Hall reported that new bids from Universal and Bauerly have been received for the 277th Avenue blacktop.  Bauerly’s bid was $84,192.20.  Universal’s bid was $73,665.00.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the bid from Universal.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall said that the fire department is looking for a new grass rig.  He said that he knows of someone selling a 2000 Ford F350 diesel crew cab automatic with 124,000 miles on it for $18,500.  It may also have a 300-gallon tank that may be included.  Hall said he talked to Mark Bennett who said the fire department would be interested, but he would want it to be looked at by Cal Watson.  The rig is not available immediately.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the purchase of the grass rig at a committed cost of $18,500. A down payment of $1,000 will be made to Doug Rust.  The Township would pay for half of it.  Motion carried.

Adjourn/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 6:39 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

