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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

November 8, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order/Reconvene – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of November 8, 2004 was called to order by Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour asked that “Newsletter” be added under ‘Any Other Business’ as item ‘b’.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With Additions – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

October Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $41,809.83, disbursements of $64,718.61, check numbers 9222 – 9317, leaving a balance of $305,338.17.  Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding the claim from M. Groebner Construction labeled as “door repair”.  The ‘repair’ was actually additional installation of door hardware. A question regarding claim number 9237, West Branch Construction for the town hall area, the Clerk responded that it was for ripping out  the concrete in front of the shop.  Bryan Lawrence asked about claim number 9266 for the Kunde Company.  The disbursement will be taken from the 2005 grant money from the DNR for oak wilt control.

November Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $17,752.02, disbursements of $55,237.08, check numbers 9318 – 9396, leaving a balance of $268,093.52.  

Approval of the Consent Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour asked for two (2) corrections to the last paragraph of the October 26 Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes.  ‘Firemen’ should be changed to ‘firefighters” and ‘John Moosburger, Princeton Township Planning Commission member’ should be changed to ‘John Moosburger, Princeton Township Town Board Supervisor’.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the following items of the consent agenda with corrections:

a) Approve the Baldwin Town Board meeting minutes of October 4, 2004;

b) Approve the Baldwin Town Board meeting minutes of October 5, 2004, and

c) Approve the Baldwin Town Board meeting minutes of October 26, 2004 with corrections.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported to the Town Board that all road projects are complete and the Township is ready for snowplowing.  West Branch Construction will take care of a beaver dam on 277th Avenue.  It was reported that both Craig Hilburn and Harold Kennedy trap beaver.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department had 11 calls in the month of October.  Bennett said the Capital Committee gave them long-range projections including a staircase on the back of the station.  The money could come from the capital budget.  Bennett spoke with a County inspector who said that a wood 8 x 12 deck would be acceptable.  He would like authorization from the Town Board.  The Relief Association is paying for furniture for the day room.  A wood deck would cost approximately $1,100 versus a steel staircase for an amount of approximately $4,925.00 for new with a used staircase running about $1,000.00.  The used staircase would need welding modifications.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve $1,500.00 for a staircase.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall talked to the cabinet people at Crystal Cabinets and had indicated to them that it was an expensive project.  A representative from Crystal Cabinets will meet with Mark Bennett on Tuesday, November 9th.  

Park Committee Report – Kim Good asked if the grading for the Town Hall Park would be completed.  Jess Hall stated that West Branch Construction will be here at the end of this week or next week to complete the grading.  

Kim Good stated that there is a problem with the Deer Path 1st Addition trail reimbursement request.  The Town Board had approved $41,400.00 for reimbursement.  Township minutes reflected that wells were to be monitored for 10 years.  The wells have been built over with Deer Path 2nd Addition.  The developer had never paid park dedication fees for Deer Path 1st Addition.  He had paid the fees for Deer Path 2nd Addition and she feels he is entitled to only 27 lots that he had paid the fees for.  She had told the Park Commission not to reimbursement the developer so the issue has been tabled.  The County is now calculating the fair price paid back to developers as it should be limited to their contribution.  The Baldwin Park Committee recommendations always state that the developers’ reimbursement should not exceed their park fees.  
Jess Hall stated that an extra wide road requirement could exceed their contribution to the park fund.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if it would be possible for the Baldwin Park Committee to develop part of the Township’s developer’s agreement.  Kim Good stated that Jon Bogart had suggested that at one time.  Rittenour suggested that the Park Committee work with Jon Bogart and then present back to the Town Board.  Good stated that the County park fees are low for the area and feels that the Town Board should require trails without reimbursement.  Hall asked if there was any action needed to rescind the request for the $41,400.00 from the County.  Good stated that it was ultimately up to the County Commissioners.  Rittenour suggested that the Township send a letter to the Commissioners.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he would like to see the minutes in regards to Deer Path 1st Addition before any decision was made.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the issue until Tuesday, November 9, 2004.  Motion carried.  

The Town Board reviewed the current park dedication fund balances that had been issued by the County.  

Appoint Representative to County Park Commission – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to appoint Kim Good as a three year County Park Commission member.  Motion carried.

Eagle Scouts Statement to Township – Trevor Granberg thanked the Town Board for being given the opportunity to complete his Eagle Scout project.  The net for the volleyball court has been received and will be put up in the spring.  The Town Board thanked him for his work.  Trevor stated that John Christenson was unable to make the meeting tonight but will be present on Tuesday, November 9th to thank the Town Board.  

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall had not yet spoken with Gregg Nordwall.  There was discussion regarding cluster ordinances.  It was asked if it is appropriate to have a developer as the Township’s planning and zoning representative.  The representative should bring to the Town Board a larger perspective so that the Town Board can be assured that all recommendations are being followed.

Elk Lake Estates Fence Issue – Joyce Blesi said she was surprised to receive the letter from the Township stating that the fence would have to be removed since the County told them that they could erect a fence right on their property line.  Mrs. Blesi indicated that she was not asked by the County how long the road had been in use, but said that they had been paying taxes on certain footage of property.  Mr. Blesi stated that he would like to see a stop sign installed.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that it is such a sharp corner.  Mrs. Blesi stated that it was supposed to be a sharp corner.  Rittenour asked how many years had it been like this.  Mrs. Blesi stated that they had moved a cabin onto the property in 1964 and then the road grader had come in and they had to haul dirt in as the grader made a low spot in front of their property.  They had installed stakes where the property was and were unable to afford a fence.  Christine Miller said about 15–20 years ago the Township had widened the road because the‘t’ was too sharp and the Township had taken some land away.  Mrs. Blesi questioned if the road was 40 feet.  Jess Hall replied ‘yes’.  Mrs. Blesi stated that, even with the fence, the Township has more than 40 feet and stated that some portion of the road has turned to grass.  Hall asked if the Blesi’s would be moving the fence.  Mrs. Blesi replied ‘no’.  Rittenour stated that, because of traffic flow, people have become accustomed to where the road is and the Township does not want to be liable for any for any accidents caused by the fence.  Hall had talked to the Township attorney who said since the fence Bryan Lawrence made a motion to not take any further action.  Motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to consult with the attorney to ensure that the Township is not liable for anything.  The attorney will be requested to send his opinion to both the Township and the Blesi’s.  The motion carried with Bryan Lawrence opposed. 

West Elk Lake Road Issues – The Baldwin engineer has viewed the property and will report his findings at the November 9, 2004 Town Board meeting.  Both Norman Looney and Christie Miller were present and were asked to attend the November 9th meeting.  

Employee Manual – Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth said that the employee manual would be added to the January agenda.

Township Line Maintenance Agreement for 277th Avenue – Jess Hall stated that the question is whether Baldwin and Livonia should share cost of any work completed on 277th Avenue.  Livonia Township representative Don Sharper and Jess Hall will work on an agreement and bring it back to their respective Town Boards.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to take out the ‘division of costs’ paragraph.  Bryan Lawrence suggested drafting out own agreement and send it to Livonia.  He further stated that we cost share work performed on 96the Street with Spencer Brook Township.  The points of concern are drainage, road construction, and tree removal.  Jess Hall said that he didn’t think it should be a problem since we do have a division of roads.  Jeff Dotseth rescinded his motion.  Jess Hall is to talk with Don Sharper and Mike Kerr to determine Livonia’s intent and wants.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to meet with Livonia’s representatives and bring the information back to the Town Board.  Motion carried.

Plow Trucks - Jeff Dotseth reported that Bob Essig has three plow trucks for sale.  He asked a price of $20,000 for all three.  Essig also offered to assist the Township if needed.

NEW BUSINESS: 

City Expansion into Township – John Bowen, co-owner of Prairie Restorations, was present.  They are discussing selling part of the northern portion of their farm.  They wanted to know what the Township expectations are for that area.  Prairie Restorations, as a courtesy call to the Township, said that a 70-acre strip would be put on the market.

Schedule Meeting with Township Attorney – The Clerk will try to schedule a meeting with the Township attorney for November 18, 2004 at 5:00 p.m.  Eleanor Rittenour would like to have a list of the bills paid to the Township attorney for the Tuesday November 9th meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Clerk will take the following vacation days:  December 1-December 6, 2004.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Maintenance Personnel – Jeff Dotseth stated that he had spoken with Terry Carlile about the salaried vs. hourly wage.  Carlile had said he would be willing to go salaried.  Dotseth will draft a written proposal recommending criteria and guidelines to present to the Town Board in December.  The maintenance workload and responsibilities will not change.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have Dotseth make a proposal for action by the Town Board.  Motion carried.

Newsletter – Eleanor Rittenour asked for suggestions from the Town Foard for the newsletter.  Some of the suggestions were the snowplowing policy, littering, headwall notice.

Salt/Sand Shed - There was discussion regarding the salt/sand shed.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the shed is listed on the capital funds list.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the list had not been approved.  It was asked why a decision couldn’t be made, with Jess Hall responding that the list was accepted by the Town Board as a plan for the next ten years with the information being used for future decisions.  The Township, according to Hall, doesn’t need a salt/shed right now since the snowplowing contractor will be supplying it this winter.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to get price together for a salt/sand shed.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Heating/Air Conditioning - There was discussion regarding heating and air conditioning.  Ray McGraw suggested that the Town Board talk to Chip Frasier.  

Outside Lighting - There was discussion about lighting around the buildings.  It would cost about $5.45 to operate and $216.00 to install a light provided by the electric company.  Mercury vapor lights are more expensive.  It was suggested to that a proposal be obtained for two lights on the north side of the fire station to light up the parking lot, and floodlights above the door on the south side of the building and by the flagpole.  It will be further discussed at the November 9th meeting.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve installing lights as long as the cost does not exceed $750.00.  Motion carried with Bryan Lawrence opposed.  

Hoist - A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the purchase of a small hoist to mount in the back of the truck at a cost of approximately $225.00 to use in picking up appliances, etc. out of the ditches.  Motion carried with Bryan Lawrence opposed.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 9318- 9396, totaling $55,237.08.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to adjourn at 9:27 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Kimberly Good, Trevor Granberg, Mike Granberg, Mark Bennett, Sue Marks, Bill Marks, Norman Looney, Christie Miller, John Bowen, Ray McGraw, Joe Holland, Lyndi Holland

