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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING
June 13, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel.   Supervisors Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer were absent.

Call to Order –Vice-Chairman Jess Hall called the June 13, 2006 special meeting of Baldwin Township to order at 5:03 pm.  

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approve/Disapprove Newsletter – Eleanor Rittenour was present with a draft of the June newsletter.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the newsletter.  Motion carried.
Discuss Revised 2006 Road Projects – This item was tabled from the June 6, 2006 Town Board meeting.  Jess Hall initiated discussion regarding the 2006 road projects.  Hall did not put together the old dollar figures that were approved at an earlier time with different costs.  There was discussion about possibly eliminating 305th Avenue roadwork until next year.  Kriesel suggested checking out Lake Diann Road since the road is dropping into the lake.  142nd Street is in progress, cracksealing and chipsealing have been completed.  The culvert at south Sandy Lake has not been completed, and striping is optional.  According to Terry Carlile the sinkholes in various Township roads would cost approximately $25,000.  There could be a potential $504,285 carryover with a budget reallocation and the 2006 levy request.  This includes taking money from the fire department, but that there will be a meeting with the fire officers on that matter first.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to defer 305th Avenue roadwork and the sinkholes until this fall when it can be determined where the budget is.  Motion carried.
Cemetery Trees – According to Lester Kriesel the trees planted along side the grave lots need to come down.  The trees are encroaching where people are already buried and it’s difficult to mow by the fence.  Kriesel is recommending cutting them all down and taking out all the stumps.  Jeff Dotseth wondered what type of reaction that the owners of the lots would have if the trees were removed.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to take all the trees down by the fence line and move three arborvitaes to the town hall site.  Motion carried.
Open 283rd Avenue Road Bids – Three sealed bids were received:
West Branch Construction at $90,400;
Bauerly Brothers at $93,634.70; and 
Andrews Excavating at $107,197.50
Supervisor Bryan Lawrence arrived at 5:26 pm.  Lawrence took over as Chairman.
Jamie Andrews, Andrews Excavating, said the specifications were very vague for this size of project.  He said this size of project should be engineered.  Then, if there are any problems, the engineer can take care of them.  He said he would like to see things done the right way.  With a project this size, the Township should spend the money to have it inspected.  This would also ensure that the Township is getting what they paid for.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept West Branch Construction’s bid in the amount of $90,400 as the lowest responsible bid.  Motion carried.
Supervisor Paul Vollkommer arrived at 5:34 pm.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
MAT Short Course, Monday, July 10, St. Cloud.
Lake Diann - Bryan Lawrence said that Terry Carlile will be contacting Essig Construction and West Branch Construction to obtain quotes on the dirt work needed to be done on Lake Diann Road.   

Elk Lake Estates - Jess Hall said he was out to the Bumgarner resident on 142nd Street.  Jon Bogart has arranged with Carlile to use the township equipment to move the road over to the east.  It has been proposed to fill it back with crushed concrete.  At the end of the road, West Branch Construction will place grapefruit size rock.  There was a question whether or not the road would be bladeable.  There was discussion regarding Bumgarner taking large rocks across his drainfield with his Bobcat.  If it works and firms up the road, it was proposed doing the rest of the area the same way.  There was discussion regarding Elk Lake Estates road and the drainage issues, as well as tax forfeited properties in the Elk Lake Estates area.  
Fire Department - Paul Vollkommer reported that there was an incident with the fire department this evening.  Princeton was asking to get a boat to Lake Fremont.  The wrong hitch was put on the rescue truck.  He claimed he had the boat\, trailer and motor sold to Princeton fire department.  Firefighter Gene Ludwig jumped into the truck but found out there was no key in it and not hitch on it.  Sherburne County dispatch was wondering when Baldwin would get out the door.  Vollkommer claimed 15 minutes were wasted.  Someone had told Vollkommer that the truck was the property of the sheriff’s office.  Vollkommer stated that the Township has not seen any money for it and that the Township still insures the vehicle.  The sheriff told Vollkommer that Baldwin can not go on any calls.  Vollkommer stated that Baldwin looked really bad.  The call was cancelled in route and Zimmerman took the call.  

Bryan Lawrence told Vollkommer that he can’t have it both ways.  Vollkommer has spent the last two months dismantling the dive team, and now when a call comes through, Vollkommer is saying that the boat should have been ready to go.  
Vollkommer stated that a smaller boat is needed as the current boat takes 4 people to maneuver.  Vollkommer stated that they could not wait for the divers to show up this evening.  Hall stated that the only reason that Baldwin was called was because they knew Baldwin had a boat.  It is not both ways.  
Vollkommer stated that the department only needed a boat and the right type of boat.  Firefighter Glenn Gunn had said that the Zodiac was too large.  The sheriff did to.  Lawrence stated that, until the Town Board hears what the sheriff has said to Vollkommer, it is a mute point.  Vollkommer stated that the sheriff said he did not need anything but he is going to be nice to Baldwin Township.  Lawrence stated that if the Township owns the fire department and all the equipment it is not right that Vollkommer is ready to dismantle and sell equipment.  The Town Board has only decided to sell the one truck behind the fire station.  Dotseth stated that the decision to sell this equipment needs to go in front of the firefighters and the Town Board.  Vollkommer stated that the sheriff said that he specifically did not want any of the equipment and he had told the Township to sell the trailer on EBay.  Dotseth questioned if Vollkommer was speaking as a Town Board member.  Vollkommer stated that he was speaking as a Town Board member.  Vollkommer stated that this was mess tonight and that even the fire chief did not know where the truck was.  Lawrence questioned why Vollkommer would go in and pull out the equipment when he has been trying to dismantle the dive team.  Vollkommer stated that, in his opinion, the wrong boat was purchased.  Lawrence stated that the equipment should have been off limits to the department.  Vollkommer stated that the department owns the equipment but vehicles that are owned and insured by the Township are being utilized by the sheriff.  A cleaner break is needed.  Both Vollkommer and Hall stated that the department did not look good with its response time tonight.  It was asked of Vollkommer if he was trained in using the rescue boat.  Vollkommer responded that he was not trained.  Vollkommer stated that it was not actually a dive call it was a rescue call and divers were not needed.  
Wildrose Estates – Vollkommer stated that he went out and looked at the area (Jackson farm) to be developed into Wildrose Estates when it was raining.  There are 10-12 foot ditches throughout the whole area.  Vollkommer claims that three-fourths of it is not buildable.  Apparently, when the land went to auction, the auctioneer stopped the auction and said that Sherburne County deemed the property not buildable.  Hall stated that he was suspicious of the land already and had talked to Township engineer, Jon Bogart.  Hall had asked Bogart to bore some holes but Bogart stated that he would prefer a backhoe to dig the holes.  Bogart and told the developer, Gerald Smith, to have backhoes ready before they go any further with the project.  
Adjourn/Recess – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 6:16 pm.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer
Attendees:  Jamie Andrews

