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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

August 17, 2004
The Baldwin Township Park Committee met on Tuesday, August 17, 2004, at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Kim Good, Chair.

Members Present
Present:  Kim Good, Sue Hix, David Patten, Dave Bartz, Tony Stith, and Baldwin Township Board member Lester Kriesel.  
Absent:  Mike Seurer
Other Attendees:  Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cullinan (Sandy Lake), Deb Johnson and Suzette Mueller (Cantlin Lake)
Additions to Agenda

There were no additions to the agenda.
Minutes

Minutes from the July meeting were not available for review because Mike Seurer, who took those minutes, was not present.  We will approve those in September.
Sandy Lake Public Accesses

Park Committee members had no new information about progress on the boat landing (north access) at Sandy Lake.  The Cullinans reported that the lake association was meeting in August.  They also stated that the association is interested in resolving, as an association, the drainage issue that is affecting the south access.  Sue Hix said that she would check with association president, Jason Ostendorf, regarding work progress at the north access as well as the association’s willingness to help resolve the issues at the south access.
Town Hall Park 
Grading was begun in early August at the town hall park site but was not completed because of other work commitments of Rick Johnson, who is donating the grading work.  His priority was to prepare the horseshoe pit area and the volleyball court area so that the Eagle Scout candidates—Trevor Granberg and John Christianson—can complete their work.  Both young men know that the site is ready; they are waiting for formal approval of their projects from the Boy Scout Council before proceeding.  Rick apparently is aware that he will need to work around the areas that the scouts will be improving, but he is willing to do this.
Dave Patten presented a bill for $506 to cover engineering work related to the grading plan.  This allows Rick to enter grading specs into his computerized machinery and will eventually save a lot of time spent grading.  The committee felt that, since the Cantlin Lake property appraisals were much less expensive than the amount allotted by the Town Board, this engineering fee could be paid using the unused appraisal funds.

Dave Patten expressed concern that the grading had not been completed as specified.  He had spoken with Jess Hall in late July, and Jess had asked about leaving room for maintenance shop expansion.  Dave feels that the township needs a comprehensive plan for the town hall property—including options for future town hall expansion, maintenance buildings, salt/sand shed, etc.—as well as areas for use by residents (like the park and town hall).  The Park Committee believes that the areas adjacent to the town hall, fire station, and park should be reserved for use by the public and that maintenance-related buildings should be placed in more remote areas of the property.  The area that is now laid out for the park is prime space for public use—especially because it is adjacent to the old railroad bed/future railroad trail.
Proposed Cantlin Lake Park
Lester Kriesel reported that he and Bryan Lawrence will be scheduling a meeting with Bernie Kriesel regarding the possibility of the township acquiring some of his land for a park.  Mike Seurer is the Park Committee member that would participate in this meeting.
Two residents, Deb Johnson and Suzette Mueller, came to the meeting representing a group of Cantlin Lake residents who are against a park there.  They don’t want any public access to the lake and assume if there was a park that the DNR would create an access.  They are concerned about an increase in crime.  The Park Committee told them that current ideas for a park are for a more natural area—possibly with a fishing dock/canoe access if allowed by the DNR.  The committee’s discussions have never included plans for motorized access.
Reports from Other Meetings

There were no reports from other meetings.
Other Business

There was no other business.
Adjournment

Sue moved and Dave Patten seconded that the meeting be adjourned; all in favor; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Recorded by Sue Hix, Secretary 
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