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Baldwin Township Regular Meeting

June 6, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of June 6, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda.  Motion carried.

May Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk reported receipts of $22,190.41, disbursements of $59,956.53, check numbers 9800 – 9885, leaving a balance of $250,473.46.  The May final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

June Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk reported receipts of $3,046.00, disbursements of $82,646.89, check numbers 9886 – 9963, leaving a balance of $171,154.96.  

Approval of Consent Agenda – It was requested by Eleanor Rittenour to take off the consent agenda the minutes of May 3, 2005 for further discussion.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve:

1. Baldwin Regular Meeting Minutes of May 2, 2005;

2. Baldwin Regular Meeting Minutes of May 5, 2005; and

3. Baldwin Township Special Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2005.

Motion carried.

A correction to the May 3, 2005 Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes on page 3 under “Decision on Young Property Shed and Garage” should read, “Lester Kriesel reported that the metal building is 24’ x 32’ and the garage is 24’ x 36’.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the correction.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Terry Carlile asked the Baldwin Town Board to determine what they want to do with the metal pole shed at the Young property.  He said that he checked with Chuck Slater on the cost of moving the building to the town hall property.  The cost would be $3,500.00 and the slab under the building would bring the total to $6,000.00.  If the shed were to be moved to the Town Hall site it would need to be raised 2 high block and larger doors would need to be installed to accommodate the fire equipment.  Jeff Dotseth asked if the option of moving the shed to the Town Hall site would be in lieu of adding onto the fire department, with the response of the Town Board responding that they were not sure.  Lester Kriesel said they were still waiting for a quote from Latcham for a new building.  Kriesel said that the Park Committee has not been consulted, but for that much money for moving, the shed could be kept at the Young property.  Dotseth asked if this would be a replacement for any other proposed township building, with Lawrence saying that it was not, not in his opinion.  Kriesel said that quite a bit of equipment could be stored in a 24’ x 32’ building if left at the Young property.

Carlile reported a 1990 L8000 automatic truck was at the town hall to be viewed prior to the Township possibly purchasing.  It has a 12-foot plow and a 9-foot wing, with 123,000 miles, a New Holland engine, and the box tilts forward or backward for a cost of $21,900.00.  Since it was hard to get bids on snowplowing last year, the general feeling of the Town Board is to do their own snowplowing.  It was suggested by Dotseth to compare snowplowing prices between an employee and a contractor.  Carlile felt that a wheel loader would not be a viable option as a replacement for a new used truck.  He said the Township needs to load their own salt/sand, and it may have to be done several times a day.  As another option, the City of Princeton offered the use of their salt/sand shed, with the help of their loader and employees.  The Township would be required to add onto the shed.  A scheduled planning meeting is on the agenda to discuss these items.  If a salt/sand shed is built at the town hall site, a sidewall, back wall and a roof are needed.  Dotseth asked if perhaps Livonia Township would be interested in sharing with Baldwin Township.  A good thing is the City of Princeton can mix their own salt/sand ratio.  Dotseth said that it might show the City of Princeton that Baldwin is willing to work with them, although Rittenour commented that a contract would be needed.  Kriesel said the only good thing is that the Township would not have to purchase a loader.

Carlile reporting on the mowing of the cemetery.  With the new end of the cemetery and the Young property, a bigger mover needs to be utilized to speed up the time of mowing these areas.  Carlile handed out information on a Cub Cadet, a John Deere and a Husqvarna.  The price would be approximately $7,500.00 for a 60’’ mower.

Carlile reported on the proposals for the year and approximate costs of road repair.  There are 24 sinkholes in Baldwin that need to be repaired.  The average cost of every sinkhole is $4,000.00, with the total being $96,000.00.  Even though two vehicles have gone off the road off 285th Avenue near County Road 39, Lawrence said that this was not a priority road for this year.  

There have been quotes received from Essig Construction, Skoquist and West Branch Construction for the 125 ½ ditching and culverts.  Essig quoted a cost of $19,500.00 and West Branch quoted a cost of $9,100.00.  Skoquist made an error on their bid.  Dotseth asked for a corrected bid from Skoquist for the Tuesday meeting.

For 285th Avenue, Rum River Contracting quoted 22 feet with shouldering, and 375 feet around the curve for $6,180.00.  Additional quotes will be obtained from Bauerly or Universal. 

The Laylak Addition needs gravel.  Essig Construction quoted a cost of $6,200.00, West Branch Construction quoted a cost of $6,800.00 and Skoquist quoted a cost of $7,971.00.

Re-graveling of 299th with 3” class 5 was completed by West Branch at a cost of $5,900.00.

The Fox Ridge reshouldering project will be started next week for a cost of $9,500.00.

Still pending are the drainage issue at Birch Acres and the drainage issue at East Elk Lake.

Lawrence asked which roads are on the list slated for this year.  His concern is regarding major road projects that are slated to be done.  Why are they being pushed aside for these projects?  Why are these roadways becoming so important at this time?  Carlile responded that they are trying to get class ‘d’ roads worked on.  Rittenour said that these roads were added to the list due to the road tour.  

The bottom line price for all the projects that Carlile brought up total approximately $165,000.00.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Essig Construction’s quote for the graveling of Laylak Addition at $6,200.00.  Motion carried.

The west side of the Elk Lake issue was already approved at the last month meeting.  Jon Bogart met with Eddie Weissenfluh to determine what was needed to help fix the drainage issues.  By placing a curb and creating a treated wood and rock structure would create a maintenance issue since cleaning it would have to be done by hand.  Lawrence said that the Town Board knew that the maintenance would be a part of the plan, but the county would approve it, and it would be relatively cheap.  Other options are:

1. Prevent the sand and gravel from getting to the structure by paving a portion of the road.

2. Install a storm system that would be collected and sucked out by a vacuum on a large truck.

3. Sedimentary basin.

Bogart said a storm system could last any where from 2 to 10 years.  Carlile said that he goes out and rebuilds that portion of the road at least 3 times a year and has a concern about where the sand and gravel is going.  Jon Bogart introduced Dave Schwarting.  Schwarting said he talked to Nicole Blake-Bradley from the county. They are worried about maintenance.  The county is willing to go along with the repair as long as there is some guarantee from the Township that it will be maintained.  Since the project had already been approved, Lawrence asked Bogart if they had a revised dollar figure.  Schwarting suggested including in next year’s budget the money to fix permanently.  Bogart stressed for the Town Board to be aware that this is a temporary fix, and that a more permanent fix would be about $50,000.00.

West Branch Construction opened a drainage ditch to allow the pond to drain on the Tom Miller property.  He is talking about 12” for plastic drain tile, but according to Bogart this is not the solution.  Until Tom Miller signs and notarizes a release form, nothing will be done.  Lawrence said the Town Board authorized $800.00 for the work with a signed release from Tom Miller.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to purchase the 1990 L8000 automatic truck with a 12-foot plow and a 9-foot wing, with 123,000 miles, a New Holland engine, and the box tilts forward or backward for a cost of $21,900.00.  In favor were Lester Kriesel, Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour.  Opposed was Jeff Dotseth.  Motion carried.
Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported a total of 15 calls for the month of May.  He reported that lights and siren would be installed next week on the new grass rig.  The DNR grant will help pay for some of the expense.  The North ambulance vehicle will replace Rescue 1.  The decals will have to be removed then, after a little painting, it will be ready to go.  Rescue 1 will be turned into a dive truck.  Bennett thanked the Town Board for all their help in finishing the upstairs of the fire station.  The Fireman’s Dance is scheduled for July 16.  They have $1,300.00 in donated prizes, and tickets are available through any firefighter.  They had 2nd annual firefighters trap shoot at the Minnesota Sportsmen Trap Gun Club.  Engine 1 was in the parade at Wild West Days in Zimmerman.  

Approve/Disapprove Lease, Option and Site Use Agreement for Cell Tower – Mark Bennett said he was a little upset when he learned the Township attorney rewrote the agreement for the cell tower.  He feels now they are back to square one.  Bennett feels that a third party changed what he had agreed upon.  Lawrence said the Town Board is prepared to go ahead, but there were some minor things that the Town Board had an issue with.  Lawrence assured Bennett that the location of the tower would not be changed.  Bennett said that the surveyors would be out on Wednesday because an access road needs to be provided.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kreisel to allow Mark Bennett to take the agreement back to the cell tower people.  Motion carried.

There was discussion regarding quotes on the addition to the fire station.  Hall said he was instructed to obtain quotes from two companies, but also said that he doesn’t want to invest his efforts to have them thrown away.  Dotseth stated that this type of issue was the reason he would like to schedule a planning meeting,

Park Committee Report – Dave Patten presented and overview of their May meeting.  Dave Bartz has submitted his resignation letter as he is moving out of the area.  Craig Hilburn was present and expressed his interest in becoming a member.  Jeff Holm will be filling out Sue Hix’s term, and any new member will be filling out Dave Bartz’s position.  Kim Good is going to contact Tony Stith about the alternate position.  

The master plan for the Young property was discussed:

1. A master plan is created to visualize the full potential of the property.

2. Start on trails this year to gain public support.

3. Wetland trail crossings will be required.  Delineations of the wetland edge would be required. (Kim Good will be checking with the county to see if there are any services available for the Township).

4. Review comprehensive trail plan and see where the property fits into the plan.

Approve/Disapprove Reappointment of David Patten to the Park Committee for a 3-Year Term – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the reappointment of David Patten to the Park Committee for a 3-year term.  Motion carried.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – It was reported that the plat of Country View Ridge was approved.  There also was approval on the second phase of Highland Farms.  Gary Goskey’s conditional use permit for his painting business was recommended for denial.

Review Proposed Town Hall Park Plan – After Rick Johnson finishes grading the site, the next stage will be seeding the grass.  When grading is done, the rest of the pieces will fall together such as picnic tables, etc.  

Approve/Disapprove Maintenance Building & Town Hall Plan – Bryan Lawrence stated that the differences in the three plans are:

1. Maintenance building south of town hall (option “a”).

2. Maintenance building continuing to the east (option “c”).

3. Maintenance building east of the current shop (option “b”).

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the park plan with the maintenance building south of the fire station and to use the same plans as was used for the fire station.  

Herb Murphy said that when the permit was obtained for the fire station, the county at first wouldn’t allow the Township to add a second access off of County Road 45.  He also felt that a caution light should be installed on County Road 45.  Lawrence said that maintenance would use the same driveway as the fire department.  He continued that the long-term proposal would be a new town building south of the fire station.  Mark Bennett commented that he would rather see the town hall sit aside the fire station rather than a maintenance building.  He maintained that one person could be staffing the area to service both the fire station and the town hall.  That way resources such as office machines, etc. would not be duplicated, and that the aesthetics would be more dramatic.  Lawrence stated that the proposal is to not join the fire station.  Kriesel stated that he doesn’t feel that a maintenance building should be put next to a residential home.  Dave Patten stated that he feels that the maintenance building operations would be the same time as when the neighbors are not home.  Hall read nine (9) points he had listed as the advantages of a new town hall and expansion of the current town hall to a maintenance building:

1. A new town hall would most likely be concrete and steel which would be in keeping with our proposal for new commercial/industrial buildings (Note: There would be no demolition!!).

2. A new town hall fits the area south of the fire station much better.  Consider fire station drainfield, proposed antenna tower and excavated area.

3. Cost of this proposal compared to a new maintenance shed (comparable size) is $75,000 to $140,000.   It could be paid off in 5 years and then attention could be shifted to a new town hall.

4. Encroaches very little on “park area’.

5. Allows maintenance and fire/rescue vehicles to access Highway 169 directly via 303rd Avenue without going on County Road 45.

6. Utilizes considerable investment the Township has made in insulation, larger doors, heat and storage cabinets/work counter in existing shop.

7. Allows separate access to parking bays instead of “stacking” necessary with limited doors.  Fire department could even use some bays on a temporary basis.

8. This design gives a southern exposure to doorways, giving the sun a chance to work.

9. We are better neighbors to residence on south with no snowplows interfering all hours of day and night and loaders starting and loading salt/sand with headlights flashing on house.

Dave Patten speaking against the motion said that access from 303rd to Highway 169 would be taken out in several years.  A maintenance building investment with insulation, etc. could be recaptured by joining two buildings and become the meeting hall.  Therefore, it would be less of an upgrade to move into a maintenance area.  

In favor of motion were Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence.  Opposed to the motion were Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel.  Motion failed.

Jeff Dotseth made a motion to approve option “b” to put the maintenance building east of the current shop with the size of the building being approximately 40’ x 60’.  Motion died for lack of a second.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve option “c” which includes adding onto the current maintenance building.  In favor of the motion were Lester Kriesel, Jess Hall and Jeff Dotseth.  Opposed to the motion were Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence.  Motion carried.

Reverse Bid Awarded for 277th Avenue – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reverse the motion made awarding the blacktop bid to Universal for 277th Avenue as the cost of the project warranted sealed bids.  Motion carried.

A meeting with the Semke’s will be held on Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m. about the trimming of the lower limbs on the trees on their property.  Lester Kriesel, Terry Carlile and Jesse Ewert will be available to answer questions.

Schedule Meeting with CSTS Experts – A meeting is scheduled for July 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall with the CSTS experts and Township attorney, Bob Ruppe.

Tom Miller Update - Discussion continued regarding Tom Miller.  Jess Hall said that someone needs to make him understand that when tile is installed that that is the only thing the Township will do and only after he signs a release of liability.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to send Tom Miller a letter telling him that the Township will not do anything until a release of liability is signed.  When he signs a release, then the work will be done from God’s flow across the front of his house to the southeast corner.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove Tobacco Licenses for Fairway Shores Golf Course, Finish Line Café and Ridgewood Bay Resort – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the tobacco licenses for Fairway Shores Golf Course, Finish Line Café and Ridgewood Bay Resort.  Motion carried.

MnDOT 169 Study & Livonia Township’s Request for Consideration of Cost Sharing for Representation – Bryan Lawrence stated that Livonia Township has authorized Bogart, Pederson to be their representative and is asking Baldwin Township to also authorize Bogart, Pederson and cost share for their representation.  Jess Hall stated that he would prefer to see citizen representation rather than engineers.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour appointing Jeff Dotseth and Lester Kriesel to serve as the representatives for Baldwin Township and, after a few meetings, determine whether or not the Township engineer is required.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Advertising for Planning & Zoning Company Quotes – The Clerk stated that Metro West Inspection changes Princeton Township $40.00/hour for planning and zoning services.  No further action taken.

Discuss Rental Policy of Town Buildings – There have been inquiries about renting out the fire station for events.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to make it a Town Board policy to not rent out any Township buildings.  Motion carried.

Review/Approve Newsletter – The newsletter will be revised by Eleanor Rittenour and presented at the Tuesday meeting.

Schedule Board Planning Meeting – The Town Board planning meeting is scheduled for June 23 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Princeton airport building.

Approve Transfer from Fire Fund to Debt Service Fund in the Amount of $33,335.28 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor to approve the transfer from the Fire fund to the Debt Service fund in the amount of $33,335.28.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sherburne County Tree Tour & BBQ, Tuesday, June 14th, 4:00 p.m., Lion’s Park, Elk River

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 9886 - 9963, totaling $82,646.89.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 10:50 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Terry Carlile, Ray McGraw, Jon Bogart, Dave Schwarting, Dave Patten, Herb Murphy


