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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

TOWN BOARD MEETING
APRIL 15, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 4:45 p.m.

Approve/Disapprove Revising Access Permit Fee – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to revise the access permit fee from $100.00 to $150.00 with $50.00 refundable.  Motion carried with Bryan Lawrence opposed.

Cemetery Restitution Issue – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour to relieve the defendant of restitution remaining in the amount of $5,447.00.  Motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile meet with the Department of Corrections officer to determine if he can help with road and bridge needs with the assurance that he would be insured by the Department of Corrections.  After the meeting, the Town Board will make a decision.  Motion carried.
Fire Department Concrete Drive – Jess Hall obtained an updated price quote for installing a 50’ x 50’ concrete pad in front of the fire station from GCI Builders.  The price increased from $6,875.00 to $7,000.00.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the updated quote of $7,000.00 from GCI Builders.  Motion carried.
Fire Chief Wage Review – Mark Bennett was present.  The review was to have been completed in January 2004 but was never done.  The present wage is $9.00 hour with a maximum of 10 hours per week.  Mark Bennett stated that he is okay with the wage as it is.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to increase the wage rate from $9.00/hour to $10.00/hour.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if the increase would be retroactive to January 2004 when the wage review should have been conducted.  There was discussion as to whether the wage should be effective April 1, 2004.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the wages should be reviewed again in the fall prior to the Fire Department elections.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the firefighters may be happier to have the Township contribute to the relief fund rather than obtain a wage increase.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove EAID (Election Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities) Grant Application – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel authorizing the Clerk to send the grant application to the office of the Secretary of State.  The Township will be requesting $385.06 in grant money to cover required improvements to comply with some aspects of HAVA (Help America Vote Act).  Motion carried.

Sherburne County Association of Townships Quarterly Meeting – Scheduled for Wednesday, April 21st, 7:30 p.m., Becker Township.

MAT Urban Town Short Course – Scheduled for Thursday, April 29th, Maplewood.

Any Other Business – Bryan Lawrence questioned if the Town Board really would like to have this committee formed and stated he was having second thoughts on establishing such a committee.  The interviews are scheduled for Monday, April 19, 2004.
Bryan Lawrence questioned if establishing the Park Fund for audit purposes made the fund a dedicated fund.  The Clerk answered no.  Jess Hall explained that only funds designated by the Town Board as dedicated qualify.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to adjourn at 5:12 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

