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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

February 17, 2004
The Baldwin Township Park Committee met on Tuesday, February 17, 2004, at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Kim Good, Chair.

Members Present
Present:  Kim Good, Sue Hix, Mike Seurer, David Patten, and Baldwin Township Board member Lester Kriesel.  

Additions to Agenda

We need to discuss the park presentation we want to give at the township annual meeting on March 9.

Minutes

Mike Seurer moved and David Patten seconded a motion that the January 20 minutes be approved.  All in favor; motion carried.  

Presentations by Developers
There were no presentations from developers.

Sandy Lake Public Accesses

Jon Bogart, township engineer, has located a recent (within last 10 years) survey of the north access of Sandy Lake.  Sue Hix will check with him to ask about surveys for the other two accesses.  A survey of the south access will likely be important if we decide to improve it to be a swimming beach with a few parking places.  Also, on February 3, Jon sent the township a letter describing the limited services the DNR would supply to assist with the Sandy Lake access project.  After ice-out, a township representative can contact Trig Hanson, 320-255-4278, ext. 228, to arrange for him to visit the lake to discuss options.  Our committee will coordinate this.

The committee also speculated about looking into the possibility of acquiring the property directly west of the north access (owned by Jake Kuntz) to be used as a park and parking area to support the boat access.  Lester Kriesel will investigate to see whether the owners would consider selling.  We have heard that the well and septic on that site have been condemned.  This could limit how the property is used, so Kim Good will check into this to verify the situation.  Sue Hix will contact a member of the lake association to see whether they have ever thought about (or would consider) acquiring land next to the access for use as a park.  According to Kim Good, who has checked with Brian Benson, County Administrator, we would not be able to use our county park funds to improve an existing access.

Proposed Cantlin Lake Park

There is no new progress to report.  The committee agreed that we should obtain new bids for appraisals, however.  Sue Hix will follow up since she has already talked to appraisers about this.  Kim Good said that, according to Brian Benson, County Administrator, the county would allow us to use park funds for appraisals and surveys.  To assist appraisers, David Patten has made copies of the most recent survey done on the Kriesel property.  However, he did not bring the copies with him.  Note that the original is to be returned to Bernie Kriesel.

Town Hall Park

David Patten has begun work on the grading plan for the park but is not yet finished.

Park Committee Budget

The township budget meeting has again been set for August (August 10, 7:30 PM), so we will have time to refine our request for the 2005 levy.  Someone proposed the idea of having our park open in time for the August meeting or even having the meeting in the park.

New Park Committee Member

We still have not heard from anyone who would definitely be interested in serving on our committee to fill the vacancy left by Pat Casey.  (Names mentioned included Marco Voce and Patty Hilburn.)  We will solicit members at the annual meeting.

Reports from Other Meetings

· Sue Hix reported that the Princeton Area Partnership sponsored another meeting for railroad trail supporters.  Members of the Princeton Area Partnership, members of the Railroad Trail Task Force, and other trail supporters met at the Pine Loft on Wednesday, February 11, to consider ways to support the railroad trail.  Despite bad weather, 12 people attended.  The group is interested in organizing formally and then planning activities to support the trail.

Other Business

· We will again present a parks progress report at our annual meeting.  Sue Hix will prepare a PowerPoint presentation, and David Patten will bring a PC and projector.  High points to mention will be completion of Deer Trails trail (signage), work on the town hall park and Sandy Lake accesses, exploring of other park possibilities, sponsoring of gardening programs, landscaping of the fire hall, availability of tree planter, and ways people can participate with us (including becoming a new member!).

· Kim Good said she saw something on the Internet that suggested that aspects of railroad trail funding were included in some kind of funding request or bonding bill.  (She was not sure.)  Sue Hix said she would check with Betsy Wergin about this.  [NOTE:  Sue contacted Senator Wergin and Tim Edgeton of Sherburne County.  Tim has applied for various grants that would benefit the railroad trail; some applications were made with Sherburne County participating as part of a larger group.  Tim and Betsy are not aware of any funding applications beyond these, and at this time they are not aware of any approved grants or other funding designated for railroad trail development.]

Adjournment

Patten moved and Seurer seconded that the meeting be adjourned; all in favor; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Recorded by Sue Hix, Secretary 
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