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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

January 9, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of January 9, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – Eleanor Rittenour had two questions.  The first question was in regard to two payments for a cemetery lot.  Rittenour questioned an administrative fee receipt received from Larry Secord.  

December 2005 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $301,667.73 and disbursements of $278,627.54, check numbers 10400 - 10494, leaving a balance of $390,170.98.  The December 2005 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

January Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $0.00 disbursements of $123,936.91, check numbers 10495 – 10591, leaving a balance of $266,401.83. The January 2006 preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Sheriff’s Report – Sgt. Bob Strangler presented the December 2005 Sheriff’s report.  There were 167 calls for the month of December.  Lester Kriesel had a question regarding special license plates on some vehicles.  Terry Carlile questioned plowing snow across township roads by private plowers.  Sgt. Strangler stated that addresses could be written down, and then the sheriff’s department can issue warnings or citations.  

Approval of Consent Agenda – Both the December 5 and December 6, 2005 Town Board minutes were taken off the consent agenda due to some corrections/changes on both.

Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of December 5, 2005 – Jess Hall had the following changes/corrections:  page 2, “Road Report”, 3rd sentence, ‘has’ to be changed to ‘had’.  Page 2, “Fire Department Report:, added to the last sentence ‘for a quote on demolition costs’, Page 3,  “Review Water Softener Quotes”, added to the motion to approve Kinnetico ‘in the amount of $2,420.15’, Page 4, “Request to Use Young Property for Temporary Access’, deleted ‘until his driveway with access off of County Road 38 freezes, and as long as Goldenman relieves the Township of any liability”, and replaced it with ‘until his driveway freezes’, Page 4, “Review 2006 Township Levy”, added ‘Dotseth withdrew his second to the motion as time did not allow for a citizen meeting’.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the corrected minutes of December 5, 2005.  Motion carried.

Approve Town Board Minutes of December 6, 2005 – In the December 6, 2005 minutes under the section “Release of Liability” and after the portion of the paragraph that says, “She questioned if the $1,500 was still on the table”, Eleanor Rittenour said to add “The Town Board’s response is ‘No’.”  In the second paragraph under “Release of Liability”, Rittenour suggested that the sentence saying, “Rittenour stated that her father, Tom Miller, rejected the first release of liability” should state “Rittenour stated that Fuller’s father, Tom Miller, rejected the first release of liability.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and

seconded by Jess Hall to approve the corrected minutes of December 6, 2005.  Motion carried.  

Open Forum for Citizens – Herb Murphy wanted to know where Baldwin Township was with the school building on the Jensen property.  Bryan Lawrence that the go ahead was given to secure the schoolhouse for $10, but the Township doesn’t know where it will be moved.  Eleanor Rittenour said she visited with Jensen in November, and that the form he signed needs to be notarized.  Nothing has been done since.  Since Rittenour says she is not running for a Town Board supervisor potion in March, she will be petitioning for the schoolhouse as a private citizen.  Jeff Dotseth will work with Rittenour.  Bryan Lawrence commented on Herb Murphy’s article in Star News.

Dennis Lindberg wanted to know if there was any way to get the Township incorporated to stop the City of Princeton from annexing.  Bryan Lawrence said the concern is where the municipal judge will draw the northern boundaries.  He stated that the Township has taken the next step to be more involved with planning and zoning.  There was discussion regarding how the city can annex 60 acres at a time.  Rittenour said that judges tend to favor the cities not the townships.  She invited Lindberg, and all other residents, to attend the Visioning Session meeting to be held on February 4th.  Jess Hall commented that there is a danger when pushing for incorporation, no matter what the judge decides, because there is no going back on not incorporating after it has gone to the state.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that there was over 7,000 yards of fill bought for the 277th Avenue project at $1 a yard.  Where 277th Avenue intersects with 97th Street, according to Kriesel, people can’t stay on the road.  He talked to Bob Gross of Bogart, Pederson & Associates and an estimate was obtained for a guard rail at approximately $3,500.00.   Kriesel said he doesn’t feel it would be worth it for guard rails, but maybe installing reflectors would be feasible.  Chevrons would cost approximately $35 a piece plus the cost of posts.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to purchase no more than ten (10) chevron signs and posts with the cost not to exceed $500.00  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Joining State of MN Cooperative Purchasing Venture – Terry Carlile reported that it would cost $500.00 to join the State of Minnesota Cooperative Purchasing Venture.  According to Carlile, with one purchase there would be a savings of $600.00 and it covers all fire trucks, etc.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve joining the State of Minnesota Cooperative Purchasing Venture with a friendly amendment from Jeff Dotseth to track the savings throughout the year with an annual review.  Motion carried.

Review Snowplowing Policy – There was discussion about when to plow the roads, whether to go out when it is still snowing or after the snow has stopped.  Terry Carlile will get the snowplowing crew together to meet with Lester Kriesel.  

Fire Department Report – Baldwin Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported on the December calls and reported that there were 185 calls for 2005.  Bennett inquired whether the Township would like the fire department to help on Clean-Up day.  A vehicle donated by Alina Health Services has been donated to the department.  It is similar to the other ambulance and will be customized for dive purposes.  A thermal imaging camera has been purchased along with cold water rescue gear.  

Discuss Paid On Call Rate – Jess Hall explained why he had added the item to the agenda.  He felt that $7.00 is not a very high wage rate, thinking $10.00 would be more suitable.  Hall suggested either increasing the on-call rate or the training rate.  Steve Lunderborg felt that adding to calls would be more beneficial than adding to the training wage.  The training rate of $1.00 per session is basically to ensure workers compensation.  Jess Hall will talk to Mark Bennett, then Bennett can talk to his officers.  This is to be accomplished by the Annual Meeting in March.

Park Committee Report – There was discussion about how the county has utilized park funds.  Lester Kriesel had talked to state authorities about the asbestos on the Young property and will continue to work on it.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that there were no Baldwin plats or citizens on the agenda.  Discussion was held regarding the revisions being proposed for the county ordinances

Community Visioning Update – Eleanor Rittenour reminded the Board of the meeting with Bob Bunger on January 23, 2006.  Rittenour reviewed the surveys received from the newsletter.  There was a 3% response rate.   

NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove Adopting Resolution for Exemption of Local Elections from                          HAVA Requirements – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve adopting the resolution for exemption of local elections from the HAVA requirements.  Motion carried.

Discuss Purchasing Lift Equipment – Jess Hall stated that the Township could benefit from this type of equipment and provided a printout of used scissor lift equipment available through Alexander Equipment.  It was suggested that the equipment be added in the next year’s capital outlay budget.  Bryan Lawrence suggested contacting Herc-U-Lift to compare prices and availability.  Eleanor Rittenour suggested that an equipment rental business be contacted to determine what the rental cost would be for this type of equipment.  

Terry Carlile stated that he would like to take the air compressor and lies off of his tool budget as he is down to $700.00 for hand tools.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he would like Carlile to put together a list of what he wants to spend and specify what he wants to purchase.  

Discuss Cemetery CD’s – Lester Kriesel proposed buying three CD’s from Edward Jones at $5,000 00 apiece with a yield of approximately 4.5%.  One CD for a three year term, one for a two year term and one for a one year term.  When the CD’s reach about $25,000.00 Kriesel estimates that the cemetery fund would be self-sufficient.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to purchase three CD’s from Edward Jones at $5.000.00 each.  Motion carried.

Schedule Budget Meeting – The budget meeting is scheduled for February 2, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.

Determine Annual Meeting Location – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to have the location of the Annual Meeting at First Love Fellowship church.  If the church is not available, then the location of the Annual Meeting will be held in the new maintenance building.  Dotseth will follow up on the availability of the church.  Motion carried.

March Ballot Resolutions – None.

Review/Approve/Disapprove Praught Drilling Invoice – Jess Hall informed the Board that he had called Reliance Electric in regards to two (2) items on their current invoice.  The Township was billed for hooking up the water pump which should have been included in their original quote.  They also charged for 6 man hour for repairing an electrical cable that was dug through by Praught Well.  Lester Kriesel questioned if the well driller should be paying for those man hours.  The septic person was here first and dug out all the flags and there were no flags there when the well guy started the work.  Hall stated that he also called the well driller (Praught) as he feels that the Township was over billed.  They had listed a ¾ horse water pump instead of a ½ horse water pump and a larger water tank for a $240.00 difference.  Praught will deduct $120.00 off of his bill and split the difference with the Township.  Hall is at a standstill regarding who should pay for the electrical service.  Lawrence stated that the Township should wait to see what the electrician comes back with.  Hall stated that he wanted to make sure that the Board is aware of the situation.

Approve/Disapprove Renewal of State of MN Surplus Services – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the renewal of the State of Minnesota Surplus Services.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Time Clock – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the purchase and use of a time clock.  Motion carried.  Dotseth will provide the Clerk with information on the type of time clock he uses in his business.  

Approve/Disapprove Purchase of New Flooring for Office, Storage Area & Town Hall 

The Board reviewed a quote received from Cooks Floor Covering.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to obtain two (2) additional quotes and approve the lowest quote of all three (3).  The motion carried with Lester Kriesel and Jeff Dotseth opposed.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

a) 2006 mileage rate:  44.5¢

b) Sherburne County Association of Township Quarterly Meeting, Wednesday, January 18, 2006, 7:30 p.m., Palmer Town Hall

c) Meeting with Bob Bunger, Monday, January 23, 2006, 6:00 p.m.

d) Meeting with Jon Bogart, Tuesday, January 24, 2006, 6:00 p.m.

e) Township Audit, January 30-31, 2006

f) Public Finance Seminary, February 2-3, 3006, Brooklyn Center

g) Joint Town Board & Park Committee Meeting, January 17, 2006, 6:00 p.m.

ANY OTHER BUSNESS:

Terry Carlile requested that the Township upgrade their maps to show all developments.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that maps will be generated for the visioning session and suggested that Carlile hold off until then.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 10495-10591 totaling $123,936.91.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:23 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/ Treasurer

Attendees: Rich Lemke, Herb Murphy, Dennis Lindberg, Ray McGraw, Terry Carlile, Doug Lepinski, Sgt. Bob Strangler, Mark Bennett, Steve Lunderborg


