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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

February 6, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of February 6, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – The Clerk added herself under “Any Other Business”.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the regular meeting agenda with the addition.  Motion carried.

January 2006 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $55,223.68 and disbursements of $170,425.68, check numbers 10495 - 10631, leaving a balance of $275,215.01.  The January 2006 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

February 2006 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $5,481.66 and disbursements of $64,910.93, check numbers 10632 – 10688, leaving a balance of $216,031.77. The February 2006 preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Approval of Consent Agenda - Corrections were noted for the January 9 minutes of the Baldwin Township regular meeting.   On page 2 under “Open Forum” a spelling error with the correction being the word ‘position’ and on page 4 a spelling error with the correction being the word ‘lines’.  Item ‘F’ under “Announcements” should read Public Finance Seminar.   A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the minutes of:

· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting of January 9, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting of January 10, 2006; and 

· Baldwin Township Special Meeting – Joint Meeting with Park Committee on    

     January 17, 2006.

Motion carried.

Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy reported 178 incidents in the month of January.  He said there were several residential burglaries.  It was requested at the Visioning Session that the sheriff’s report be published on the Township website.  

Open Forum for Citizens - None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel said that there was nothing to report.  All the roads are plowed and there are no mailboxes down.  There was discussion regarding property in Hawk Ridge.

Snowplowing & Ice Control Property Damage & Installation of Mailboxes Per       Postmaster Specifications – After reviewing the snowplowing policy, a motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to change from “mailboxes or fences damaged by thrown snow or from improperly placed mailboxes (closer than 2 feet back from the edge of the blacktop) to “mailboxes installed according to Postmaster policy”.  Motion carried.
Fire Department Report – According to the Fire Chief, Mark Bennett, there were a total of 13 calls in the month of January.  A donation of a used ambulance was received from Allina which will now be a dive vehicle.  The dive team spent a week up at Crosby.  Seven members are now certified as ice divers.  They performed a car recovery through the ice.

Park Committee Report – There was no park committee report.  Eleanor Rittenour asked about SCORE grants paying for park equipment.  
Appointment of Two Park Committee Members (Kim Good & Mike Seurer Terms Have Expired) – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to appoint Kim Good and Mike Seurer as park committee members.  Motion carried.  Jess Hall said Dick Peterson might be interested in being an alternate.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Dick Peterson as an alternate.  Motion carried.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported on a property owner by the cemetery who has applied for a cabinet finishing conditional use permit.  He has been operating for 18 years.  As a general rule the county wants to get tougher on home businesses.  The county gave him 30 days to come back with his plans.  The PUD ordinance should be reviewed.  Examples of plats were shown on what would happen with this new PUD ordinance.  There was discussion regarding streetlights.

Clarification of Position Regarding Miller Property – Eleanor Rittenour wanted it on the record that she is opposed to any Township action dealing with the Miller property.  Bryan Lawrence said the contract has been signed and the contractor has been contacted to start work.  There was discussion regarding the last time Rebecca Fuller was present at the meeting.  At that time, there was a motion to approve based on the attorney’s final opinion.  Rittenour said she would like it on the record that she opposes expending any money on the Miller property.  Lawrence said it was unfair for Rittenour to say she was opposed to all motions in regard to the Miller property, for example, regarding the attorney opinion.  Rittenour said she wanted it recorded that she is generally opposed to the project.

Review/Award Office/Storage Room Flooring Quote – Lester Kriesel stated that he felt floor covering for the office/storage room was a waste of money.  Why cover the room when it will be full of boxes?  Jess Hall countered that it might not always be a storage room.  Jeff Dotseth said the low quote was from Corrow’s for a cost of $842 and felt that the Township can afford to upgrade that area.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to accept Corrow’s bid with the floor covering design to be approved by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Motion carried with Lester Kriesel opposed.  Jeff Dotseth will contact Corrow’s.  

Lester Kriesel stated that he would like the Township to purchase a projector for approximately presented a quote of around $750, which would be ceiling mounted, a wireless connection and the screen installed on the front of the room.  Kriesel also said a desk for the Clerk would be $500 - $600.  Kriesel will obtain final quotes and the Clerk will add to the March agenda for final Town Board approval/disapproval. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Sherburne County Historical Society Request for Participation in Memorial Tree             Planting – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to choose a red maple in answer to Sherburne County Historical Society’s request for participation in a memorial tree planting and a donation amount of $125.00.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Newsletter – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to add illustrations to the newsletter and approve for printing.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Local Board of Appeal Date of Thursday, April 13, 2006 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the date of the local board of appeal to be Thursday, April 13, 2006, 3:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Appoint Election Judges for March Township Election – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to appoint the following election judges for the March Township election: Llona Jorgenson, Head Election Judge, Becky Hall, Sharon Matz and Joyce Mueller.  Motion carried.

City of Princeton Well on Old Railroad Bed – Dave Thompson, City of Princeton Public Works, was present.  The new water treatment plant planned for the city will actually be inside city limits.  He said that the city has been drilling holes for several months in search of a new well.  Mr. Thompson gave an overview of what the city has done to date in trying to find a new well.  Thompson said that the city currently has five wells.  One well does not meet the standards for clean water.  They did find excellent water in Mark Park.  Two wells have been running steady 24/7 just to keep up with the demand.  Well samples also were taken north of the City of Princeton.  Thompson said that 239 million gallons of water were pumped last year in the City of Princeton and their allotment is 240 million.  There was a water main installed around the west side of the city.  Baldwin has an agreement for their fire department to use hydrants on the south side of the city.  

Thompson said that 4 years ago the average pumping of water in the city was 300,000 gallons per day.  Right now it’s just less than 500,000 gallons per day with the summer months averaging just less than 1.2 million gallons a day.  Thompson’s objective is to find the best water source he can find to make it worthwhile.  

Thompson said $2 million dollars has been spent on this project already.  The old railroad bed is good for 5,000/gallons per minute.  The first well (well #8) is not proposed to go into the center of the railroad right-of-way, and that is the stickler.  State and federal guidelines say that a municipal well cannot be within 50 feet of the property line.  Therefore the proposal is to purchase 15 feet from Crystal Cabinets to allow the well to be off the center of the railroad right-of-way.  Well #9 is proposed to be located near Distinctive Door Design.  A proposal has already been made in regards to their property.  The only thing that will be under that rail bed will be a water pipe.  To date, proposed well #10 is not planned.  There was discussion on how the railroad right-of-way was obtained by the city.  

Thompson said he was here to keep the Town Board informed.  

Thompson said he would supply well records and water quality records to the Township.  He assured the Town Board that the wells would not affect the Baldwin water supply.  The Town Board thanked Mr. Thompson for attending.

Schedule Board of Audit Meeting – The Board of Audit meeting is scheduled for March 1, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.  

Schedule Board of Canvass Meeting – The Board of Canvass meeting is scheduled for March 16, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.

Schedule Meeting with County Regarding Residential PUD Ordinance – Jess Hall and Jeff Dotseth will be representatives at the County’s Residential PUD Ordinance meeting scheduled for February 27, 2006 from 8:30 a.m. to Noon.  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Eminent Domain Hearing, Thursday, February 16, 2006, 7-9 pm, Princeton Party House.

Low Impact Development & the New Planned Unit Development (PUDs) Workshop, Thursday, March 2nd, 8:30 a.m., Sherburne County (Registration Required by February 24th) 

Berry Cemetery Representatives will be Attending March Town Board Meeting to inquire about maintenance.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Jess Hall said that Sherburne County Sheriff Bruce Anderson is working on animal control issues at a county level.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 10632 – 10688 totaling $64,910.93.  Motion carried.

Review of Clerk’s Response to Working Full Time – The Clerk respectfully declined the Town Board’s offer of working full time with a pay increase of 25¢/hour.  There was discussion regarding actual dollars paid for the maintenance personnel and clerk based on benefits.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to increase the clerk’s pay by $1.25 per hour beginning the February 13, 2006 pay period to be in line with benefits paid to the maintenance personnel.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to adjourn at 10:15 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Mark Bennett, Dave Thompson, Herb Murphy, Dennis Lindberg, H. Matthewman, Roz Scott

