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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
August 2, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jess Hall, Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order/ Reconvene – The August 2, 2004 regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour added “Newsletter” to the Tuesday August 3, 2004 agenda.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the regular meeting agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

July Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $112,227.42, disbursements of $34,407.17, check numbers 8993 – 9089, leaving a balance of $365,264.79.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned July 2004 check numbers 9033 for janitorial services and 9034 for typing services.  

August Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $1,832.35, disbursements of $23,233.14, check numbers 9090 – 9137, leaving a balance of $344,142.44.  
Sheriff’s Report – There were 186 calls in the month of July which was an increase over June 2004.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned the rumor of a ‘rash’ of mailbox bombs.  
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Town Board meeting minutes of July 8, July 12, July 13 and July 14, 2004.  The motion carried.
Open Forum – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported there were 18 fire calls in the month of July with a total of 108 for the year.  Engine No. 1 is in for repairs at General Safety.  The house burn held with the City of Princeton on July 11 went well.  There were 18 men from the Princeton Fire Department who participated.  Chief Bennett commended the Baldwin volunteers on a job well done.  The Baldwin Fire Department has been invited by the Princeton Fire Department to work with them on accidents at the racetrack.  Baldwin 
Fire Department has invited Isanti to a house burn on Wednesday, August 4.  It was affirmed that Ritz Villeburn is retiring as chief of the Princeton Volunteer Fire Department.  

Bennett reported that North Memorial is giving a 1st responder class to Baldwin and Princeton.   Eleanor Rittenour asked Bennett if anything has been heard about the grant applied for with homeland security, with Bennett answering ‘no’.  He further stated that only one grant application has been submitted.   

The Baldwin Fire Department has been invited and will attend a fire truck parade in Becker.  Bennett reported that they participated in a waterball tournament in Clear Lake last weekend.  

Cell Phone Tower – There were two (2) representatives present from Cellular 2000.  Jess Hall began by saying that the Town Board had reviewed the proposals, but there were some concerns about the monthly offer and the location of the tower as well as setback questions, easements and accesses.  He continued by saying the location doesn’t fit in with what the Baldwin Park Committee’s plans are for the property.  

The representatives responded to the concerns by answering that the setbacks are from the property lines, that a tower can be erected next to a building including the fire station, but it would have to be 190 – 200 feet onto the property.  It was stated that an access would be needed and Cellular 2000 would be responsible for the installation of utilities, maintenance of the tower and the access.  The representative explained that a 10-year contract with a 5-year review is requested.  After 10 years the tower could be taken down and the property restored to an almost original condition.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if the tower could be placed right next to the fire station.  The representatives responded that there would be a concern regarding room (co-location).  Jeff Dotseth asked if co-locating companies could provide a fee to the Township.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if an enclosed building would be built.  The representative stated that a building would be part of the project.  Lawrence also asked if the tower were place by the fire stated and we added on for cell tower service, if the township could share costs.  It was stated that this has been done in the past.  Jeff Dotseth indicated that he is not in favor of a township getting involved in an issue that should be more of a public issue.  Lester Kriesel added that he couldn’t see tying up Township land.  Eleanor Rittenour added that the plans were to include more public use.  The Cellular 2000 representative stated that a 60’x60’ compound would be needed with a chain link fence and the tower in the middle.  The tower would be 190 feet – 200 feet in height with no guy lines.  It was also mentioned that the Town Hall is in direct line with the runway approach to the airport.  After further discussion, it was determined that the Town Board would discuss this topic in further detail and get back to Cellular 2000 by mid-September.

NEW BUSINESS:

Road & Beach Issues, Elk Lake Estates, Lots 10 &11, Block 4 – Joyce Blesi brought her concern to the Town Board over property lines and the grading of the road.  The stakes were found in the road after grading has taken away their property, and she is trying to recapture what is theirs.  Blesi is claiming that they were told that the beach area was an easement to the lake when they purchased the property.   Blesi has a survey that was done many years ago and is requesting the township find stakes that have been taken by the road.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to ensure who owns the beach and have the Township engineer determine property corners.  Motion carried.

Ray Freidel – Former County Commissioner – Introduced himself and stated he was running against current County Commissioner Roger Nelson.  
Lester Kriesel questioned a payment from Stanford Township for plowing in the receipts ledger.  The Clerk explained that Stanford sends payment to Baldwin Township for snowplowing their section of road.

City of Princeton Salt/Sand Shed – Jess Hall received a call from the City of Princeton about the possibility of renting a stall in a salt/sand shed.  The City acquired an old MnDOT two-stall salt/sand shed, but wants to make it a 3 stall.  If Baldwin was interested in renting the 3rd stall, the City would provide a loader.  No costs have been discussed.  The City wants to know if we are interested and quantity of salt/sand we would use.  The City would make the purchases and resell to Baldwin.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to establish a committee to investigate the feasibility of establishing our own salt/sand shed.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Purchasing “Building a Legacy Brick” for Sherburne County Historical Society Heritage Center – The society is asking for a $300.00 donation for a 4” x 8” “legacy brick”.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to have the Clerk send a letter saying that our $5,500.00 donation should include an engraved brick with no further monetary payment.  Rittenour stated that Baldwin should ensure a brick is shown with Baldwin’s name on it.  Lawrence feels that brick sales should be for individuals not government entities.  Dotseth said that as a resident he would be willing to donate $25.00 on a brick.  Rittenour was contrary to the motion.  Motion carried.

Appoint Election Judges for September Primary Election – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to appoint the following election judges for the September primary election if they have had the required two-hour training:  Linda Alexander, Patricia Bojan, Patricia Brown, Donna Cantrell, Carolyn Casoria, Connie Cichy, John Costello, Rosalie Dalziel, Nancy Dorweiler, Don Evans, Bruno Gad, Elizabeth Groebner, Tina Gunn, Becky Hall, Jess Hall, Sharon Hovorka, Nan Huber, Stephanie Jensen, Llona Jorgenson, Rudie Jorgenson, Linda Massey, Sharon Matz, Jerry Mueller, Joyce Mueller, Quintin Reece, Gloria Semke, Cathy Stevens, Floy Thompson, Janice Veranth, Joy Zdenek with Head Election Judges: Lester W. Kriesel and Kimberly Good.  Motion carried.

Discuss Election Judge Training Reimbursement – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to not pay for election judge training or mileage effective January 1, 2005.  Jeff Dotseth contrary.  Motion carried.

Hwy. 169/313th Avenue Crossing – Jess Hall suggested that the Township send a letter to MnDOT asking them to reopen the Highway 169/313th Avenue crossover.  Lester Kriesel questioned why one accident has to punish the entire Township.  Bryan Lawrence stated that business owner Jon George had made a proposal to MnDOT to only allow traffic from north Highway 169 a “left in” with no crossover traffic allowed from County Road 2.  

The businesses have received complaints from customers about the access being closed down, and some businesses have declined 50% in customer count.  Since there is no access from the south by the sheriff’s department, vandalism has also increased at Trent’s Auto.  It was also discussed that the sheriff could not gain ready access to any emergency calls on County Road 2 since Highway 169/313th Avenue have been shut down.  Bryan Lawrence responded that there is a need for a joint effort with the state senator and representative along with a letter from Township.  He suggested that a letter be written to MnDOT requesting that 313th Avenue north bound crossing of Highway 169 be opened for western traffic. It was discussed to ask Betsy and Sondra to also write letters.  The Township letter should have copies sent to State Senator Betsy Wergin and Representative Sondra Erickson. A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to write a letter to MnDOT, with copies sent to Betsy Wergin and Sondra Erickson and the Sherburne County Sheriff’s office requesting that the 313th Avenue north bound crossing of Highway 169 be reopened.  Bryan Lawrence will write the letter.  Motion carried.

Set September Meeting Schedule – Due to Labor Day, a motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to set the September meetings for Tuesday the 7th of September as the conditional use permit and developer plat meeting and Monday the 13th of September as the general Township meeting.  Motion carried.

There was discussion regarding annexation and joint service districts.  The concept proposed by the Township is to try and work as a larger community.  The Town Board discussed working on a comprehensive plan, planning & zoning and incorporation.  The possibility of adopting the County comprehensive plan and ordinances was discussed.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to have goals in place for Baldwin to do planning and zoning by August 1, 2005.  Eleanor Rittenour suggested it might be best to wait for action until after the November election.  Discussion followed regarding small pipe sewer systems.  Dotseth withdrew his motion.

Approve/Disapprove 2005 Proposed Levy – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the proposed 2005 levy that was presented at the March 2004 Annual Meeting.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SCORE Grant & 2005 Clean-Up Program Meeting, Wednesday, August 4th, 6:00 p.m., Government Center, Oak Room

Floodplain Mapping Meeting, Tuesday, August 10th, 8-Noon, Government Center

Continuation of Annual Meeting, Tuesday, August 10th, 7:30 p.m., Baldwin Town Hall
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Road Report – Lester Kriesel stated that West Branch Construction has started grading for the Town Hall park.

Employee Manual Update – Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth are working on an employee manual.  Lester Kriesel brought in two manuals from his work as a sample.  Eleanor Rittenour will review.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the bills, check numbers 9090 - 9137 totaling $23,233.14.  Motion carried.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 9:32 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Paul Vershare, Stephanie Court, Michelle Beeuwsaert, Robert Beeuwsaert, Wesley Thompson, Captain Dan Andren, Jim Itterly, Dave Bernard, Ray McGraw
