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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL WORKSHOP MEETING
October 25, 2007
Present – Supervisors Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Jim Oliver.  Supervisor Paul Vollkommer absent.  
Call to Order – Chairman Bryan Lawrence called the Baldwin Township special workshop meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Jeff Dotseth arrived at 6:05 p.m.
Road Issues – Lester Kriesel presented photos taken in the Elk Lake Estates area for the board to review.  One photo showed 11 cars parked in the road for one home in the area.  Lawrence instructed a letter be sent reinforcing the no parking allowed in the area.  Another photo showed a home where the homeowner claims there is water running off the road into his home.  Kriesel stated that all the utilities are in the road, which could be a problem.  Lawrence stated he would prefer to get the road cut down, up to 6” if feasible.  Discussion was held regarding the landing.   Lawrence stated that the four major issues were: 1) parking; 2) home with drainage issues; 3) culvert possibly installed, and 4) north side of road by Blesi’s property.  
Kriesel reported that the culvert installed on the south side of Sandy Lake is in; however, there is a channel from the lake to the culvert that is silted in.  Kriesel has talked to West Branch Construction about the issue, but any further work is on hold right now.  
Kriesel reported that the Baldwin Meadows issue is under control for now.  The water level, however, is up to two inches over where it should be.  Carlile reported that the residents are throwing grass clippings into the easement which is not helping the problem.   
Lawrence stated the parking issue in Elk Lake Estates should be addressed with the no parking signs and the drainage issue should be addressed with dropping the road six inches.  Kriesel will talk to Joe St. Dennis regarding the building issue for the property with the drainage problems.  Lawrence stated that a letter should be sent to the neighbors dumping grass clippings into an easement in Baldwin Meadows.
Kriesel reported that an Elk Lake Estates property owner is building a bank and putting in trees.  Lawrence responded that Carlile should obtain a definite measurement to determine if in the road right-of-way.  If in the right-of-way, contact the property owner.  
Lawrence stated that the county is opening bidding on road projects for next year.  Should the township go with the county on projects?  After discussion, the issue will be placed on the November regular town board meeting agenda.  

Discuss Annexation Proposal – Jeff Dotseth asked if there had been any update from the township attorney.  The clerk checked her email and provided the update to the board members.  The board discussed annexation, merger and incorporation issues.  It was determined that the revised annexation document received from the attorney should be revised to show what the original document was compared with the changes.  
Dotseth stated that the township needs to work with the neighboring townships and cities and plan smart.  Jim Oliver stated that these issues could be discussed in a workshop addressing strategic planning.  

Discuss Incorporation – Bryan Lawrence stated that this issue goes hand-in-hand with annexation.  His biggest question is if the question of incorporation goes on a ballot and feels the township is at a decision point at this time.  Dotseth questioned if the township has to incorporate with Lawrence responding ‘no’.  Discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of remaining a township or becoming a city.  
Adjourn – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 7:19 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jeff Holm, Terry Carlile, Clint Corrow
