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Baldwin Township Town Board Meeting
August 7, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.
Call to Order – The Baldwin Township Town Board meeting of August 7, 2006 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
July 2006 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $134,954.28 and disbursements of $79,582.28 check numbers 11014 – 11104, leaving a balance of $350,180.09.  The July 2006 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

August 2006 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $7,464.32 and disbursements of $31,258.02, check numbers 11105 – 11149, leaving a balance of $326,671.89.  The August 2006 preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Sheriff’s Report – Sergeant Don Starry did not arrive on time for the meeting due to his attendance at an accident, but he left a report stating that in the month of July Baldwin Township had 210 incidents.  
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table:
· The Baldwin Township Special Town Board Meeting Minutes with the Fire Department Officers of July 9, 2006 until the tape could be listened to; but
To approve:

· The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of July 10, 2006;

· The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of July 11, 2006; and

· The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of July 17, 2006.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.
OLD BUSINESS

Fire Department Report – No representative present.
Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that the park benches have been set up at the Township Park.  The Young property will be mowed where the parking lot is going to be located.  There still is a question whether to have a fall open house.  There has been a problem with 4-wheelers.
County Planning & Zoning – Jess Hall said there has been very little activity with planning and zoning in the county.  
NEW BUSINESS

Approve/Disapprove Newsletter – A draft of the September 2006 Town of Baldwin Newsletter was available for review.  The Township Board wondered if a statement saying that Baldwin is looking for firefighters should be added.  A small grammar error was also noticed in the last paragraph.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the newsletter after talking to the fire chief about the addition of if firefighters are needed.  Motion carried.
Discuss Creation of Ordinance Regarding Yard Weeds – Tim Shappell and Susan Bratse from 13629 – 392nd Avenue in Whitetail Crossing, and Lance Soderholm from 13667 – 302nd Avenue in Whitetail Crossing were present to discuss the creation of an ordinance regarding yard weeds.  They complained that a neighbor’s weeds in both the front and back yard are at least 4 feet high, and that the grasshoppers are destroying adjoining property.  It was also discussed about the potential fire danger involved.  Lester Kriesel said that any council member can be a weed inspector.  He further stated that there is no ordinance, but other methods can be enforced.  Kriesel will check to see if thistles are present since they are considered a noxious week.  It was then discussed that an ordinance needs to have the ability to be enforced.  
City of Princeton’s Request to Discuss Skateboard Park – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send a letter back to the City of Princeton asking to have it explained to what they are thinking in regard to a skateboard park.  It was indicated that Baldwin is interested, but more specifics are needed.  Motion carried.
Appoint Election Judges for State Primary Election – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the entire list of election judges for the state primary election.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to give the residents who live in the Township priority.  Motion carried.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Community Safety Meeting, Wednesday, August 16th, 9 – 11 am, Sherburne County Government Center

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was a question on the date of the District meeting.
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve payment of the bills.  Motion carried.  There was general discussion on the bills from Anderson, Inc., Ewert, and Essig.
Adjourn – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 7:47 p.m.   Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Goetz
Deputy Clerk
Attendees:  Tim Shappell, Lance Soderholm, Susan Bratse, Herb Murphy, Rod Kriesel
