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Baldwin Township Regular Meeting
August 3, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jess Hall, Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The August 3, 2004 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.
OLD BUSINESS:

T. Miller Update – Jon Bogart received a fax from Lindell Engineering stating that there was $16,060.00 in bills Tom Miller has incurred due to the water drainage problems in his home.  Bogart has met with Gardner Engineering and Lindell Engineering to discuss this issue.  Tom Miller wants help in negotiating with the developer, Mike Ziegler.   Jess Hall asked if there was any additional support to verify what Mr. Miller wants because, if it ended up in court, Miller would have to prove the Miller Ponds development caused the problem.  Bogart further reported that Miller first put in drain tile when Cantlin Lake flooded and, at that time, said that drain tile took care of the problem.  The tile lies mainly south and west of his home with a 4 – 6 inch opening.  According to Bogart this indicates that the problem is with ground water and not surface water.  There was discussion on whether the possible elevation of water in the pond in Miller Ponds may have contributed to the problem.  Bogart is not convinced that a 3” increase in the slew is harming Miller and has no evidence of the pond causing Miller’s problem.  Eleanor Rittenour thought that if the Township enters into this situation that it may mean that the Township is taking responsibility for the damages that are actually the responsibility of the developer.  Jess Hall commented that a cost share would require an agreement that would state ‘after a point’ it would be Tom Miller’s problem.  Rittenour said that it’s not fair to spend taxpayer’s money and that this would set a precedent if the Township got involved.  Lester Kriesel continued by saying that the Township would be liable for everyone’s water problems if the Township got involved in this.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence talk to both Mike Ziegler and Tom Miller.  Motion carried.  Jess Hall stated that the best thing would be for Mr. Miller’s engineer to prove that the groundwater is not the problem.
East Elk Lake Driveway – Last fall a call was received from a person who purchased a home in Cherry Oak Landing who wanted a driveway to come off east Elk Lake Road and not in the plat of Cherry Oak Landing.  Jess Hall asked them to install stakes for the proposed driveway.  Hall and Lester Kriesel went out and looked at it.  There was a rise in the road and the stakes were at the top of the hill.  Both Kriesel and Hall thought the interior road was the best but the top of the hill would be okay since the visibility was good.  Nothing happened over the winter.  The builder came in for an access permit.  A drawing given to the Township by the builder showed the proposed driveway north of Rolling Oaks.  The builder did not know the answer when Hall asked him if they were building in an empty lot south of County Road 9.  The Township issued the access permit.  The only driveway bulldozed through appears over the crest of the hill and down towards the low point in the road.  Hall called them and informed them that the driveway was not in the location that was agreed upon according to the stakes posted.  Hall received a phone call from the homebuyer, at which time he stated that another driveway north of him also has limited visibility, therefore indicating that he thought that Hall was being unreasonable.  Hall told him that the engineering standards had changed since that other driveway had been installed and that the same standards did not apply.  Hall asked him why install another unsafe driveway.  The homeowner had moved their home site north to have a better view of the lake.  Hall told him that the driveway had to be at a 90 degree angle off of the road.  The homeowner called again.  Hall told him that special permission was given to them to come off Elk Lake Road and that they had built their driveway at a place where it hadn’t been originally agreed upon by the Township.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to send a letter telling the homeowners to move the driveway to the approved location or access removed from Elk Lake Road.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will send a letter which will also state that no certificate of occupancy will be given until the driveway is moved to the approved location.
Paving Cemetery Road – Jess Hall had a request from Terry Carlile, Township maintenance, to pave the interior roads of the cemetery to 8 ½ feet wide, which would stop at the last lot on the south side at a cost of $3,000.00 for the benefit of snowplowing.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve.  Motion carried.

Lester Kriesel reported to the Town Board about a woman who does not want to pay for the moving of a gravestone after the Township had moved it after a funeral.  Rittenour suggested to call the County attorney to find out if it can assessed to her taxes.  Lester suggested calling her to see what kind of response she would give.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to have Kriesel call her and if she is still not willing to pay, the Township will submit it to probate court, and If not resolved in 30 days, the Township will pay Rod Thompson out of the cemetery fund.  Motion carried.

Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition Road Update – Jess Hall reported the Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition has come to a standstill because the developer, Dan Springman, was told he had to build to current engineering standards and he has chosen not to.  Springman also has never built a road.  Hall went to the courthouse to find out where the Township stands on this issue.  A question arose pertaining to the time limit to actually finish the subdivision.  Jon Bogart responded that a 2-year time limit pertains to the preliminary plat.  To answer Hall’s question about whether current engineering standards apply, Bogart said the question is whether or not the Township accepts the road.  Bogart further stated that all roads are public roads but the Township does not have to accept the roads for maintenance.  Bob Essig built, and Jon Bogart designed, Phase 1of Wilderness Shores.  After Rittenour asked if something can be done at the County level, Hall answered by saying that the County has a paper saying that Springman has to build all the way out to County Road 45.  He also said that Springman’s plans do not go out to County Road 45, although the road does extend over the 1,400-foot limit.  Bogart said that the rule has changed in the fact that if the Township accepts the longer road, and if it makes sense, it is allowed.  Bogart questioned, though, if the Township has to accept the road.  

A resident of Wilderness Shores 1 was present and stated that she wants the barriers that the Township had placed at the end of the paved road in phase 1, to stay until a road goes straight through to County Road 45.  Some of the neighbors want it opened up as they use it for a shortcut.  Apparently, Springman thought he had access to County Road 45 when he purchased the land.  Springman also purchased an easement after lengthy litigation with an adjoining property owner and the County required Springman to do a second phase.   The Township has no intention to unblock the roadway since it lessens the Township’s liability.  Hall will try to find out more information at the County.  Bogart said that the Township has not accepted the road for maintenance and that a street sign was installed for 911 purposes only.  Bogart said that it would not be surprising if the Highway 169 access would be shut down when the County Road 45 access is opened.  A resident requested that the Township also place barriers beyond their driveway off of County Road 45.  Jess Hall stated that he would talk to Township maintenance.
NEW BUSINESS:

Elk Lake Estates Drainage Issue – The Clerk read a letter from Donna and Kevin Becker requesting from Baldwin Township that an engineer from the Township look at the problem of run-off from 285th Avenue onto their lot at Elk Lake Estates and then has the engineer take the necessary action to prevent further erosion of the property.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to send Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall to make an evaluation.  Motion carried.  

Review Newsletter – A suggestion was to add an item regarding candidate’s night.  Voter registration information may be added also.

PLATS:

Cantlin Heights, Section 28, Preliminary Plat – Cantlin Heights lost two lots due to the soil scientist review.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to approve the preliminary plat of Cantlin Heights with the following comments:  1) Concerns about Highway 169 access.  Maybe a north access should get more consideration but it is totally controlled by MnDOT;
2) Question about best use of property.  Maybe all Highway 169 frontage should be commercial, and 3) Must meet all engineer standards.  Motion died for lack of a second.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the preliminary plat of Cantlin Heights.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence abstaining.  
Hudak Estates, Section 24, Final Plat – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the final plat of Hudak Estates with the following comments: 1) No problems.  Motion carried.
Approve Annual Meeting Agenda – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Annual Meeting agenda for August 10, 2004.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Lester Kriesel asked to purchase a large sign for the cemetery stating “No Shepard Hooks” to be put on each gate.  

Jess Hall discussed the new Town Hall sign.  Prices received by the Township showed one quote for a rectangular sign at $300.00, including installation.  Another quote received by Adversign was $650.00, not including installation.  The Adversign sign would have matched the fire station.  Jess tried to stop cheaper sign but materials had been ordered already.

The Clerk gave clarification of election judge training compensation.  Per State law, compensation for election judge training and mileage is required.   A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to rescind the August 2, 2004 motion.  Motion carried.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Don Johnson, Deb Johnson, Jon Bogart, Bob Essig, Chris Flor
