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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

December 21, 2004
The Baldwin Township Park Committee met on Tuesday, December 21, 2004, at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by Mike Seurer, Vice-Chair.

Members Present
Present:  Mike Seurer, Sue Hix, David Patten, Dave Bartz, and Baldwin Township Board member Lester Kriesel.  
Absent:  Kim Good, Tony Stith
Other Attendees:  Chris Flor
Additions to Agenda

There were none.
Minutes

There were no minutes presented for the November 16, 2004, meeting.  (The secretary did not attend.)
Presentations from Developers

Chris Flor Development Sketch Plan – White Tail Crossing
This 110-acre plat, located in Section 13, is near County Road 38 and 103rd Street.  There are 27 lots, 2.5 – 9 acres each.  Sue Hix moved and Dave Bartz seconded that we recommend accepting park fees for this plat.  All in favor; motion carried.
Rum River Bluffs Sketch Plan of Revised Plat – Thousand Acres

Tom Lewandoski did not attend to present this plat, but the committee reviewed it.  The 70.8-acre plat is located off County Road 37 and consists of 14 lots from 2.5 – 3.22 acres each.  The committee discussed the possibility of taking land to use as a park or ball field, but apparently that area is subject to flooding during the spring and early summer.  Sue Hix moved and Mike Seurer seconded a motion to recommend accepting park fees.  All in favor; motion carried.

Reports from Other Meetings

Sue Hix reported that Jess Hall had told her about Kermit Young’s plans to donate 80 acres of his land to the township.  This property, located in the southwest quadrant of the intersection of County Road 38 and County Road 19, would be used strictly as park land.  The transaction will become final on December 28.  The committee was thrilled to hear this news.
Other Business

Some Town Board members are eager to see substantial work on parks and trails completed in the coming year.  There is interest, for example, in paving the portion of the railroad trail between Deer Trails and 303rd Avenue.  Another option would be to make major improvements in the Town Hall Park, which can serve as a trailhead/parking area and destination or rest spot for users of the railroad trail.  Funding considerations include:
· According to Tim Edgeton, the county continues to apply for grants and would not want to disburse substantial funds to the township because doing so would limit the ability to provide matching funds for grants and could jeopardize their grant applications.  (Paving the trail from Deer Trails to 303rd would cost about $50,000.)
· The Town Board will need accurate estimates from the Park Committee for Town Hall Park improvements before any action can be taken to develop the park; for example, concrete and asphalt paving, shelters, picnic tables, playground equipment.

· Some Town Board members may favor asking voters on annual meeting night to approve a one-time assessment (e.g., $25-50/household) so that the township can complete some substantial park/trail work.  Then we could accomplish something meaningful without having to ask the county for an amount they may be unwilling to approve.

Mike Seurer proposed that this year might be the time to ask voters for a permanent annual park assessment.  David Patten agreed.  Sue Hix disagreed because she feels voters will want to see some substantial work completed before approving an ongoing assessment.  She stated that we should ask for funds to improve the park or pave part of the trail—and then get the work done—before asking voters to support something that isn’t there yet.  She compared the situation to voters’ willingness to support the fire department now that the fire hall and staff are in place, whereas there was originally some strong opposition to creating our own fire department.
NOTE FROM 1/13/2005:  Tim Edgeton informed Sue Hix that the county is applying for a grant to pave the railroad trail from County Road 9 (Deer Trails) to Princeton.  Sue Hix and Tim Dalton provided several letters of support on behalf of various area organizations for the grant application.
Adjournment

Sue Hix had to leave the meeting at 8:10 PM.  At that time the meeting was substantially concluded, but a motion to adjourn had not been made and passed.
Recorded by Sue Hix, Secretary 
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