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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP MEETING

July 8, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour
Call to Order/Reconvene - The July 8, 2004 meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Jess Hall at 6:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Lester Kriesel had received a call from a person who had lived in Baldwin Township for 30 years but had recently moved into the City of Princeton.  He wanted to know if they would be able to purchase a cemetery lot in the Baldwin Cemetery at township resident prices.  It was determined that if taxes were paid to the township in 2004, they would be able to purchase a lot at township price.  A copy of their 2004 tax statement will be attached to the purchase paperwork.

Review Eagle Scout Horseshoe Court Design & Cost – Eagle Scout John Christenson was present with his plan for constructing a horseshoe court on the proposed town hall park.  The Town Board suggested that John Christenson attend the Park Committee meeting on July 20, 2004 to find out the timeline for grading. The site could change after review by the Park Committee.   A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Chairman’s signature for the Eagle Scout Board contingent upon the Park Committee’s review.  Motion carried.

Cell Phone Tower Location – Jess Hall reviewed the background of the request for a cell phone tower that would be placed on Township property.  A 60-foot area is needed for the base of the tower.  A rent price of $300.00 per month has been offered to the Township.  It was suggested that the contract be negotiated and have a representative appear before the Town Board at the July 12, 2004 meeting.  The fire antenna can be placed on the cell phone antenna at no charge.  The fire chief’s input will be obtained prior to the July 12 meeting.

Conditional Use Permit Discussion – Bryan Lawrence voiced a concern about a conditional use permit for the area behind Quintin Reece’s home.  There is a two-house development behind his home.  A homeowner will be attending the July 13, 2004 Town Board meeting to obtain comments on starting a small auto repair shop out of his home.  
No action taken.
Discuss Annexation, Merger & Incorporation Issues – Jeff Dotseth stated that it would be a good idea to obtain a “good pulse” on where the entire Town Board is on the issue.  Jess Hall stated that he felt that the majority of the Town Board was in favor with the Hatch annexation since state laws were being abided by.  Bryan Lawrence stated that he had more of an issue as the city administrator had made the request rather than the city council.  He had another issue with the 17 acres of the Hatch property being annexed but not developed until last.  Another issue he had was the trailer park fees would be so exorbitant that the hook-ups would probably not happen, then what?  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the Town Board needs to speak with the owner of the trailer park.  Jeff Dotseth volunteered to determine who the owner was and make the call.   Discussion was held on the Wind River Estates covenants.  
Bryan Lawrence stated that the Township should focus on the current annexation issue first to see if any progress is made.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the Town Board needs to determine where the Township will be in the next 2-10 years.  Jeff Dotseth thought it wise to look at doing our own, or contract out, planning and zoning. Bryan Lawrence stated that the Township could purchase sewer and water services from the city and also do our own planning and zoning in conjunction with the city.  Incorporation would then be an option.  Jess Hall stated that services could be run into the Township and a timeline established for when annexation would happen.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the city would set the revenue for running services to Baldwin and would affect mainly new developments.  
Eleanor Rittenour asked the Town Board’s feeling on lot sizes.  Bryan Lawrence stated he was in favor of one-acre lots (if sewer requirements are met) to 5 – 10 acre lots.  Jess Hall wondered if the Township should be proactive for requiring self-contained sewage systems as “big pipe” sewer systems are becoming obsolete.   Eleanor Rittenour stated that whether annexed or incorporated, either way Baldwin will be a city.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the Township look at their options and position themselves for incorporation by 1) working with orderly annexation with a good contract; 2) feasibility for establishing service district; and 3) look at orderly annexation agreement.  
Jess Hall suggested that the Township draw boundaries of a proposed service district.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the Township can help finance the city’s sewer expansion if service districts are formed.  Jess Hall stated that the Township recommend that the City of Princeton join in on the proposed pipeline from Milaca south to the city’s border.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he is in favor or opening discussion.  The issue will be brought up at the Wednesday, July 14, 2004 meeting with the City of Princeton.
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to proceed with discussion with the City of Princeton, pursue establishing a service district that would benefit both the City of Princeton and Baldwin.  The current focus of Baldwin will be on the proposed annexation of the Hatch property, the mobile home property and the Johnson property with a target date of August 2004 for agreement.  A contingency discussion will continue regarding an orderly annexation agreement that would encompass an east – west line north of County Road 2 and be modeled after the Belle Plaine agreement.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Schedule Budget Meeting – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to eliminate all committee reports at the August 2, 2004 Town Board meeting and concentrate on the budget.  Motion carried.

Determine Annual Meeting Location & Review Draft Agenda – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the continuation of the Annual Meeting at the Town Hall.  Motion carried.

Invitation to Attend Fire Department’s House Burn, Sunday July 11th - An invitation was extended to attend the fire department’s house burn on Sunday July 11, 2004.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 8:17 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  John Christenson, Andy Schreder

