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BALDWIN TOWNHSHIP REGULAR MEETING
November 14, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of November 14, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

October Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $42,279.83, disbursements of $117,144.81, check numbers 10207 – 10288, leaving a balance of $483,665.90.  The October final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

November Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $16,565.44, disbursements of $129,988.46, check numbers 10289 – 10385, leaving a balance of $370,698.78.   
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve:
1. The Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes of October 3, 2005; and

2. The Baldwin Township regular meeting minutes of October 4, 2005.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that 277th Avenue has been completed.  The grading on 285th Avenue is complete but it does still need blacktop.  Two culverts have been put in the Sandy Lake area at the McDonald road.  Completion has been done on 313th Avenue.  The cost of the culvert for 96th Street is going to be split with Spencer Brook Township.  Kriesel also said that he looked at the tax-forfeited land, and if the cost was $3,000, it may be worth purchasing from the county.  Kriesel said he would check to see if the Bumgarner road and the Looney road have been graded.  Terry Carlile said he would contact Essig Construction about trying to put the swale in the middle of the road.  Jeff Dotseth felt it was time to check into obtaining an easement from the Looney’s as well as have the Township attorney draft documents to submit to the Looney’s for their consideration.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to proceed and obtain proper easements between the Looney’s and their neighbor.  Eleanor Rittenour seconded the motion along with a friendly amendment to talk to the Looney’s first prior to having the attorney draft a document.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall reported that West Branch Construction has a source of dirt from another development near 283rd Avenue and would be willing to shoulder 283rd Avenue first thing next spring.  Dotseth stated that the Township needs to obtain the proper permits prior to the work being completed.
Terry Carlile reported that the plow trucks are ready to go.  He has a list of drivers and alternates.  There are five regular drivers and 3 alternates.  The new truck is scheduled to be built the week of November 28 and should be delivered by the first of the year.  Carlile said tools and equipment are needed for the shop and asked if a tool budget could be discussed.  He said that a bigger compressor is definitely needed.  Eleanor Rittenour suggested Terry work with Cal Watson to determine what is needed and at what price range.  

Carlile reported that the Town Hall water is extremely poor after the new well went in.  The Town Board told him to obtain quotes from various water conditioning companies.
Carlile reported that AmeriPride could service the bathrooms with paper towels, rugs, toilet supplies, etc. for $56.40 a month.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to install our own equipment and perhaps explore leasing in the future.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to maintain the policy for snowplowing at 2 inches.  Motion carried.

Carlile said that he ordered new cutting blades for the plows.  He also ordered two used wheels that match up to all of the trucks.  They are being sandblasted and power coated.

There was discussion regarding Carlile’s desk moved to the shop area.  
Dan Berglund is now on an “as needed” basis.  There was discussion about a 30/day trial basis from $9 an hour to $10 an hour since he has been here for over 2 months.  The wage for snowplowing is $15 an hour.  It was determined that the wages would be reevaluated in the spring of 2006.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported in the month of October there were 16 calls.  He said they would not be able to burn the Young house because there is too much asbestos in it.  Lester Kriesel said that maybe West Branch Construction can demolish the house, and that he would check into it.  Bennett said that someone from the Pool property approached the fire department to burn the existing home, but mentioned that they are not in a big hurry to burn it.  There’s a barn on County Road 2 that is scheduled to be burned this winter.  Bennett reported that Jim Pagel was deployed to Iraq on November 2.  The Dive Team is scheduled for a dive in Big Lake on Saturday.  Four deputies have been assigned to the team.  Bennett thanked Terry for the installation of the flagpoles and flags.  Discussion was held regarding 800 MHz radio systems.  Discussion was held on ISO ratings.
Relief Association Contribution Revision – Mike Rademacher said the state had called, and said that the figures differ from what the accountants figured.  The state is changing the amount of what that benefit would be by reducing it approximately 1/3 of what it was originally.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel approving the change.  Motion carried.
Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel said that he would take care of the Young home in regards to having the house torn down.  Eleanor Rittenour said, according to the county park minutes, a comprehensive plan should be put in place for each park.  Kriesel said he would mention at the Wednesday’s park committee meeting about the idea of a comprehensive plan.  Jess Hall felt that Baldwin is not getting the representation needed at the county level, saying that the county is proposing to spend a lot of money on the western edge of the county.  Bryan Lawrence thought it a good idea to contact Kim Good and ask about her representation, but suggested a Town Board member as a representative would be a good idea.  There was discussion regarding county park balances.  Lawrence said Baldwin needs to create a plan and present it to the county park commission.  There was discussion on having a plan developed by the Township park committee for the Young property by the January 2006 Town Board meeting.  If not, the Town Board will develop a plan.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the park committee be prepared with a plan to be presented to the Town Board by the January meeting.  Motion carried.

Sheriff’s Report – The representative from the sheriff’s department reported October activity has increased.  He said that officers have been trying to clear out the kids when possible from the park and ride lot on the north end of the Township.  Maybe due to the new cold medicine law, he said they have not noticed much meth activity in this area.  Rodney Kriesel asked if there were anything that could be done by a property owner to protect their driveway from damage from ATV’s.  

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported Sheldon Pool obtained approval on his subdivision.  He had to make a couple of outlots that are not part of the plat until the property line dispute on the other side is settled.  The non-conforming home will be demolished.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Gambling License Renewal for Fairway Shores –A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the gambling license renewal for Princeton Youth Hockey Association, Fairway Shores.  Motion carried.

Future of Committee to Establish By-Laws for Fire Department – Paul Vollkommer was present as he had asked to have this issue added to the agenda.   Bryan Lawrence stated that the Committee had been established to handle election issues for the 
Fire Department.  Lawrence stated that the floor will not be opened tonight for discussion and that a date will be set for the committee to meet.  On the committee will be Paul Vollkommer, Mike Rademacher, Steve Lunderborg, Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence.  The meeting will be scheduled for Monday, November 21, 2005, 5:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.  Lawrence stated that, for the last three years, procedure has been followed and approval for the Fire Department elections have been approved and ratified by the Town Board.  

Review Township Newsletter, Discuss Town Meeting Survey to be Included in the Newsletter, Set Date for a Town Meeting for Visioning Session and Review Flyer for Visioning Session – Eleanor Rittenour has a deadline for the newsletter of November 23, 2005.  There was discussion on the town meeting for visioning survey.  
Discussion was held regarding the various facilitators that she had contacted and their fees.  The Initiative Foundation grant will cover all expenses.  Other expenses incurred would be for food, advertising and reimbursing the driver’s who drove to Little Falls.  
The tentative date for the meeting will be set for Saturday, February 4, 2006 from 9:00 a.m.-Noon.  
.  

Determine Facility Charge for School District Using Precinct 1 & 2 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to charge School District #477 for the use of the Precinct 1 & 2 for the November 8, 2005 school referendum vote for the Baldwin Township clerk’s required day off and office supplies used.  Motion carried. 

Review Township Attorney’s Comments Regarding Joint Powers Agreement Regarding Zoning – Reviewed and no further action taken.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sherburne County Planning Commission Meeting Regarding Residential Planned Unit Development Amendment, November 17th, 6:30 p.m.

Department of Employment & Economic Development Workshop, November 17th, 2:00 p.m., Little Falls.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 10289 – 10385, totaling $129,988.46.  Motion carried.

Results of Subcommittee on Employee Issues – No action taken.
Approve/Disapprove Health Insurance Renewal – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the same health plan for Terry Carlile for one year.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 8:59 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Terry Carlile, Mark Bennett, Steve Lunderborg, Mike Rademacher, Paul Vollkommer, Jeremy Evans, Ray McGraw, Jesse Ewert, Herb Murphy, Jeremy Evans, V. Wadsworth, Margaret Dufner, Rodney Kriesel
