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Baldwin Township Regular Meeting
 August 2, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order - The Baldwin Township regular meeting of August 2, 2005 was called to order by Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence requested that the “Bumgarner Drainage Issue” be added under Old Business, item ‘c’.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda of August 2, 2005 with additions.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – None. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Award Mechanical Quote – Jess Hall reported that two (2) quotes had been received.  Gateway Mechanical’s quote was $35,200.  Plumbing & Heating Economizers quote was $16,352.  He stated that Plumbing & Heating Economizers’ quote was only missing two bath fans from his original quote.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to accept the quote from Plumbing & Heating Economizers.  Motion carried.  The Town Board reviewed the “Encumbered Building Monies” sheet.

Approve/Disapprove Miller Drainage Issue Quote – Bryan Lawrence reported that Tom Miller is leaving for the south in September.  He said that West Branch gave a quote of $9,500 for 800 feet of 12” drain tile.  Kreisel, Dotseth and Rittenour stated that Tom Miller still had not signed a release of liability.  There was discussion on whether dye could be added to the water to determine water flow, with Jon Bogart answering that the groundwater moves fairly slow.  A question arose about an estimate of cost difference between 6” pipe and 12” pipe.  Bogart said that 12” pipe runs between $12 - $15 per linear foot for plastic pipe and the 6” runs approximately $8 per foot.  Lawrence said that West Branch Construction thought it might be cheaper to go by the barn then across the front of the property and along the east side.  There was discussion regarding the previous Town Board meeting of June 23, 2005 regarding the Miller property.  The engineer retained by the Township for a second opinion has agreed with Jon Bogart except for the use of a piezometer.  Rittenour stated that, in her opinion, this issue is in Miller’s ballpark now as he refuses to sign the release of liability and that no action should be taken by the Town Board.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth stating that any further action should be directed to Tom Miller’s attorney.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Dotseth stated that he would like to work with Miller if Miller was willing to sign the release of liability.  Lawrence stated that the Town Board has not changed their position.
Bumgarner Drainage Issue – Several members of the Town Board along with Dave Schwarting and Jon Bogart met earlier in the afternoon at the Bumgarner property.  Discussion was held regarding an easement along the south side of the Bumgarner property to allow a drainage pipe to collect water from two (2) different points.  Apparently, the most logical workable solution is to drain into the wetland west of the Bumgarner property along with paving the road from the top of the hill along with curbing and installing two (2) catch basins.  This would reduce the amount of maintenance required and the paving would reduce the sediment going into the lake.  
Discussion followed regarding other drainage issues in the area.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence to give the go ahead for Dave Schwarting, Bogart, Pederson & Associates to determine a cost.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Jon Bogart said that he has a concern regarding how much money the whole project would cost.  He suggested that the Town Board review the scope of the project and perhaps budget some monies.   Bogart said that some of the issues may be expensive to fix and the cooperation of the landowners will be needed to fix some of the problems.   A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to authorizing Bogart, Pederson & Associates to perform a cost study of the drainage issue from the public landing to Bumgarner’s road.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Discuss Financing Terms with Carolyn Drude, Ehlers & Associates – Carolyn Drude, Ehlers & Associates, was present to answer questions about financing terms.  Requests for proposals were sent out to the local banks with two responses:  Peoples Bank of Commerce and US Bank.  Peoples Bank of Commerce submitted the best proposal at 3.8530%.  Drude said that there would no additional charge, no penalty and that higher payments could be made without penalty for early payoff.  The additional $5,000 is for a bond attorney.  Drude said that the bank would want a legal opinion with someone who knows townships.  There was discussion about whether to borrow the entire $311,000.

Approve/Disapprove Resolution #2005-06, A Resolution Awarding the Sale of $316,000 General Obligation Certificates of Indebtedness, Series 2005A; Fixing its Form and Specifications; Directing its Execution and Delivery; and Providing for its Payment – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence  and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Resolution #2005-06 and utilizing Peoples Bank of Commerce.  Motion carried.

Discuss Representation for Sherburne County Zoning Meeting Regarding Industrial Overlay District – The first meeting is scheduled for Friday, August 5, 2005 at 10:00 a.m.  Dave Schwarting said he received a call from the county, and that they are looking at an amendment to the zoning requirements.  The county called Bogart, Pederson & Associates as they wanted a township engineer present as well as township representatives.  Jess Hall will attend as a representative of Baldwin Township, and then pass the information along to Jeff Dotseth.  It was determined that Dave Schwarting need not attend at this time.

Schedule and Set Location for a Hwy. 169 Corridor Overlay District Meeting with Sherburne County and Livonia Township – Jess Hall will find out further information on Friday, August 5, 2005 at the county meeting.
PLATS:
Infinite Acres, Section 18, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the preliminary and final simple plat of Infinite Acres with the following comments:  1) Is this a buildable or unbuildable outlot?; and 2) Is there a concern of distance with the existing cul-de-sac? (1,400’ limit?).  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.

Belmont Ridge Plat Issues – Dave Schwarting stated the they are on the borderline for considering that Belmont Ridge be required to construct a right turn lane as the plat has nine (9) lots.  The proposed access is 90 feet from an existing driveway.  The developer, Sheldon Pool, presented a revised preliminary plat which showed a second road to the southeast lot line as the Town Board had wanted.  Several neighbors of the proposed plat were present.  One resident questioned the setback of their well to the property line of the proposed development.  Discussion relocation of the driveway that is 90 feet from the proposed access.  The resident questioned who would cover the cost of filling in their old driveway and relocating the new.  Discussion regarding a supposed 30 foot property line discrepancy.  Sheldon Pool stated that according to Mike Trunk, current Sherburne County Surveyor, the stakes are “right on”.  The residents voiced their concern regarding who owns the land.  Pool stated that he has a contract for deed with Dennis Walz.  Technically Pool owns the land as there has been a closing.  The residents questioned what will be done with the existing home that is on the property.  Pool responded that he has not made a decision yet.  Dotseth questioned if Pool would be willing to install a new driveway for the resident who’s current driveway is 90 feet from the proposed access.  Pool replied ‘yes’.  Lawrence stated that access has to be allowed somewhere to access this property.  Lawrence stated that it is a civil matter with property owners with property line discrepancy as the Township does not resolve these types of issues.  Dotseth informed the residents that their concerns should be brought to the county level.  A resident questioned who would determine if the proposed access is safe.  Lawrence stated that Lester Kriesel will go out and make the determination.  The Township would prefer to see the driveway that is 90 feet from the proposed access moved from a collector road.  
Preserve at Baldwin 3rd Addition, Approve/Disapprove Order Vacating a Drainage Easement & Authorize Recording of Said Document – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve an Order Vacating a Drainage Easement and authorize recording the document.  Motion carried.

Heather Ridge, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit & Begin Road Warranty – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve Heather Ridge’s request to reduce their Letter of Credit from $216,617.80 to $71,568.26 and being the two-year road warranty.  Motion carried.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Roger Wallin, Livonia Township Town Board member, is in the hospital.  Baldwin Township will send a card and flowers to him.
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to discontinue publishing the agenda for both meetings in the Town & Country Shopper and add the agendas to the Township web site.  Motion carried.

Mark Bennett was present to give an update on the cell tower.  He spoke to St. Cloud Cell and they will go down to 15 feet for removing the concrete.  The diameter for the pole is 6 ½ to 7 feet, and the concrete will be down 23 – 30 feet.  Discussion was held.  
Mark Bennett said that the firefighters would be appreciative if the Town Board decided to cater in a meal and serve to the firefighters.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 9:34 p.m.   Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Carolyn Drude, Sheldon Pool, Jon Bogart, Dave Schwarting, Jeremy Snow, Mark Bennett
