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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
November 15, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order - The Baldwin Township regular meeting of November 15, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – The Clerk requested to have ‘Town Hall Water Softener” added under New Business as item “c”.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Gene Nitz, 14340 – 287th Avenue, asked how to go about having the streets paved in Elk Lake Estates.  He said he knows that a petition needs to be presented to the Town Board with property owner signatures.  He asked how much easement was needed to give up for a road to go through.  Bryan Lawrence said that the width of an easement is 40 feet, and that footage would be used to improve the road with asphalt along with drainage.  The asphalt would not cover the entire 40 feet, but would probably be 20 feet of asphalt.  The Clerk provided Mr. Nitz with subordinate service district information and a petition earlier in the day.
OLD BUSINESS:

Address Sign Requirement in Engineering Standards or Developers Agreement – 
Bryan Lawrence questioned if the standard for address sign requirements should be in the engineering standards or developers agreement.  Jon Bogart replied that the standard needs to be included in the developer’s agreement.  Jeff Dotseth suggested that Baldwin Township follow Livonia Township’s standard.  Jeff Dotseth and Jon Bogart will work together on developing the standard.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to add to the December Town Board agenda the issue of adopting the address sign requirement.  Motion carried.
Tool Prices – Jess Hall reported that Cal Watson was supposed to help Terry Carlile obtain tool prices.  Hall feels that a $2,000 budget would cover all tools that are needed.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve $2,000 for tools, noting that $400.00 has already been spent on a tool box, leaving $1,600 for additional purchase.  All purchases must be approved by both Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel prior to purchasing.  Motion carried.

Septic in Road Right-of-Way – Brad Schumacher was not present.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to table.  Motion carried with Jess Hall opposed.
Drainage Concerns, 299th Avenue, Section 24 – Diane and Aaron Olson were present.  They had talked earlier with Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel and Dave Schwarting about drainage concerns.  Diane Olson stated that the water is now near the back of their home and she is concerned about the freezing of the standing water.  The area in question is a natural wetland.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Township did not authorize a berm to be built.  Jon Bogart is checking into what the Township can legally do to find a way to relieve the problem.  He does not have an answer as of right now.  Jon Bogart has scheduled a meeting with Terry Herman of John Oliver & Associates and county zoning officials to discuss establishing a protocol for this type of issue.  Jon Bogart stated that he needs direction from the Town Board on how to proceed.  It was determined that several Town Board members attend the meeting with the county, Jon Bogart and Terry Herman.  
Township Drainage Issues (Per 11/3/05 Meeting with Township Engineers) – Jon Bogart said that he would like to do his very best to identify the problem areas.  He felt that a map of the Township should be marked with problem areas identified to be taken to the county so the county can flag the areas when new homes are coming in so the builder is aware and building plans may be changed to compensate for the problem area.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour authorizing Lester Kriesel to work with Jon Bogart to create a map of the problem drainage areas in the Township and meet with a subcommittee of several Town Board members and to keep the Town Board informed.  Motion carried.
Septic in Road Right-of-Way – Brad Schumacher present.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to take the issue off of the table.  Motion carried.  Mr. Schumacher stated that he applied for a variance through the county.  He feels that pushing the sewer closer to the lake is a poor decision.  He would like the Township to take care of the problem as long as the property owner takes full responsibility for have a septic in the road right-of-way.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if Mr. Schumacher’s request for a variance was denied.  Mr. Schumacher stated that it was approved based upon him obtaining an updated property survey. He stated that obtaining a surveyor would take several weeks.  Jeff Dotseth questioned if the tank can be installed now and the drainfield installed in the spring.  Mr. Schumacher replied that the county would not approve without a survey.  The system he would prefer would be sitting next to the Township road, abutting up to the asphalt.  Jess Hall stated the DNR requires a 75 foot setback from a lake for a septic system.  Sherburne County requires 150 feet.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jess Hall to require Brad Schumacher to proceed ahead with the variance as the Township does not allow every septic to go into the road right-of-way as the Town Board reviews on a case-by-case basis.  Motion carried.  Mr. Schumacher replied that the pumping of gray water is being done right into Cantlin Lake.  He feels he offered the Township a solution and the Township will not accept.  He stated that he does not want to see any other septic systems in the Township’s road rights-of-way.  
Request for Update – Brian Bumgarner was present.  Bryan Lawrence stated the grader will come in and tip the road (143rd Street) but this is not the final solution.  Mr. Bumgarner questioned if the Township was accepting bids for the work that had been authorized by the Town Board.  Lawrence stated that the Township is not taking bids at this time due to the dollar figures that came in from the Township engineer.  Mr. Bumgarner replied that the Town Board had authorized $25,000 along with engineering fees.  The first Town Board meeting he had attended and had brought attention to the problem was in September of 2004 and now, 14 months later, the grader is being sent out.  He stated that it seems like an awful long time.  He questioned what it took to get an unfinished item on the agenda.  Everyone is aware that Elk Lake is affected by the problem.  According to Joe St. Dennis, Sherburne County zoning, the road was not there when the county allowed the home to be built.  Eleanor Rittenour questioned if the Township should solve the problem when the county allowed the home to be built.  Mr. Bumgarner questioned if the Town Board had talked to the Township attorney.  Rittenour stated that she had talked to the Township attorney and he advised, more or less, that there are laws about spending Township money on one property owner.  Mr. Bumgarner replied that the issue is affecting more than one property owner.  Lawrence stated that the Town Board did approve a budget and has not gone forward based on the information from the Township engineer.  
Suspend Regular Meeting - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to suspend the regular meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

Birch Acres Public Hearing to Discontinue Subordinate Service District - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to open the public hearing at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

Bryan Lawrence stated that the subordinate service district would have covered both drainage issues and the paving of the roads.  If the district was removed the area would receive the same maintenance it receives now.  Several residents voiced their concerns regarding drainage.  No other resident comments.  The Clerk received one written letter from a property owner, Dianne Chehoski, 9922 – 284th Avenue, voicing her support of the removal of the subordinate service district.  
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to close the public hearing at 8:13 p.m.  Motion carried.

Open Regular Meeting - A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to open the regular meeting at 8:14 p.m.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Discontinuation of Birch Acres Subordinate Service District 
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to discontinue the Birch Acres Subordinate Service District.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Request for Utility & Drainage Easement Vacation, Preserve at Baldwin 2nd Addition – Brenda Skaalerud, representative for the property owner, Monarch Homes, was present. She presented a petition to vacate the utility and drainage easement which had been signed by eight (8) neighbors.  Jon Wadsworth, a neighboring property owner, questioned which direction the easement flows.  Lester Kriesel responded that it flows to the north and he feels it would not change anything on the north side.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the easement would be moving from the rear of the property closer to the front of the property as they would be vacating the area where the pole barn would be placed.  Dave Schwarting stated that the elevation is the issue and the Township would ensure that the easement is vacated only where the pole barn would be set.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the petition to vacate a utility and drainage easement in the Preserve at Baldwin 2nd Addition, Lot 2, Block 1.  Motion carried.  The Town Board scheduled the public hearing for December 6, 2005 at 8:00 p.m.  
Suspend Regular Meeting - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to suspend the regular meeting at 8:31 p.m.  Motion carried.

Public Hearing, Forest Hills Area, Establishment of a Subordinate Service District A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to open the public hearing at 8:31 p.m.  Motion carried.  
Bryan Lawrence stated the numbers below do not include drainage issues.  The Township would pay for 20% of the blacktop mat, prep work and shouldering.  The residents would pay for 80% of the blacktop mat.  The numbers below reflect paving only the current width of the road.  137th Street would have a 16 foot mat.  138th Street would have an 11 foot mat and 279th Avenue would have a 20 foot mat.  There are 31 parcels that would be affected for an approximate cost of $620.74 per parcel, maximum two parcels.  Herb Murphy suggested that the Town Board try to go with a full width road.  Jess Hall stated that if the residents wanted the Township to maintain the road then the width would need to be increased.  Lawrence stated that it would cost about twice as much to improve the road to Township specifications.  Herb Murphy suggested that some Town Board members need to go over the rules of the subordinate service district and the process needs to be verified and recommends checking the numbers as there are only several residents in attendance.  Hall recommended checking into building a turn around instead of a dead end road.  
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A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to close the public hearing at 8:47 p.m.  Motion carried.

Open Regular Meeting - A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to open the regular meeting at 8:47 p.m.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Establishing a Subordinate Service District in the Forest Hills Area - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the establishment of a subordinate service district in the Forest Hills area.  Motion carried.  The Town Board gave a timeline of 2006 for the project to be completed. 
Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township’s Request for Township Signature for Vacating of Afton Road – There was no action taken by the Baldwin Town Board to approve or disapprove Princeton Township’s request for the Township signature for vacating of Afton Road.

Town Hall Water Softener – There was a review of Ecowater Systems water conditioner quote.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to set a cap of $1,200 for a town hall water softener.  Motion carried.  Other water softener companies will be contacted for a quote.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

First Love Fellowship, Section 16, Amending Current CUP to Allow Temporary Buildings on Property – Aaron Lindau, representing First Love Fellowship, was present to request an amendment to the existing conditional use permit for First Love Fellowship, to allow adding additional structures on the property.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel  to approve with the following comments: 1) Annual review; and 2) annual fire inspection.  Motion carried with Jeff Dotseth abstaining.  
Cell Phone Tower on Township Property – Albert Kangas from St. Cloud Wireless Holdings was present to request a conditional use permit for a 175 foot monopole communication tower to be placed on the south of the fire hall.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve with the following comment: 1) Annual review.  Motion carried.
PLATS:

Horseshoe Ridge, Section 35, Sketch Plan – Bill Moonen, John Oliver & Associates, was present along with the property owners, Mr. & Mrs. Secord.  Mr. Moonen stated that the county has amended their policy and, if the Township approves the extension of the road, then the county will allow.  Lester Kriesel questioned who would develop the road past the 1,400 feet.  The sketch plan would allow 22 lots with a 1,400 foot road.  The road would be about 2,200 feet if the road was extended to the property line.  A resident in the audience voiced their concern regarding 281st Avenue not being able to handle additional traffic.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the bottom line is that the roads need to connect.  There was considerable discussion regarding road options,  
Belmont Ridge, Section 27, Final Plat – A final plat was for Belmont Ridge was presented by Bill Moonen, John Oliver & Associates, who was present representing the developer, Sheldon Pool.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve Belmont Ridge, Section 27, final plat with the following comment: 1) Require a 66’ easement between (Block 1) Lots 3 and 4 deeded to the Township.

Motion carried.

Country View Ridge, Request for Letter of Credit Reduction – A motion was made Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the request for the reduction of the letter of credit for County View Ridge.  Motion carried.

Baldwin Cove, Release Letter of Credit, Remaining Cash Escrow and End Road Warranty – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to release the letter of credit, release the remaining cash escrow and end the road warranty at Baldwin Cove.  Motion carried.

Lencioni Estates, Release Cash Escrow and Accept Roads – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to release the cash escrow and accept the roads at Lencioni Estates.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Lester Kriesel talked to West Branch Construction about the removal of the house on the Young property.  West Branch said the asbestos must be removed before the building can be torn down.  West Branch said they will donate the machinery time.  The Township would need two dumpsters for the trash.

Brian Bumgarner apologized for being emotional.  He is concerned that the Town Board feels that it is a solution for one person.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she would support if the entire road was paved.  Dave Schwarting stated that the county is aware of drainage into the lake and is looking to see what the Township is going to do.  Rittenour stated that it was the county that approved the home and septic.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Town Board did approve expending $25,000.  Bogart, Pederson & Associates dollar estimate came in higher.  The Town Board never did obtain quotes.  Jess Hall suggested that the Town Board wait to see how the grading of the road goes.  Mr. Bumgarner stated that the grading will compound the problem.  Lawrence stated that the plans will be taken to West Branch Construction for a quote.  
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 10:36 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Jon Bogart, Dave Schwarting, Brad Schumacher, Gene Nitz, Darleen Tilseth Hockett, Rick Draheim, Peter Erlendson, JoEllen Kimmel, Brian Bumgarner, Aaron Lindau, Craig Kinderman, David Skaalerud, Brenda Skaalerud, Cheryle Matis, Aaron Olson, Diane Olson, Dave Moor, Ray Peters, Kay Peters, John Cullinan, Jeff Slater, Lee Horn, Bill Horn, Don Luebesmier, Larry Secord, Jim Helmuth, Albert Kangas, Jon Wadsworth, Herb Murphy
