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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING

March 20, 2006
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.  
Call to Order – The Baldwin Township special meeting of March 20, 2006 was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.  
Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Discuss Comprehensive Plan – Bryan Lawrence stated that he would approach this as the Township does have a comprehensive plan.  The Town Board discussed the formation of a comprehensive plan committee.  The Clerk has received the names of two interested citizens.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the Town Board needs to determine where the Township will be in the next 5-10 years.  Jess Hall stated that the county comprehensive plan can be revised for Baldwin’s needs.  Lawrence stated that the Town Board needs to move ahead and get the next steps done.  One next step is to establish planning and zoning.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the Planning & Zoning Committee said that the first step is to establish a comprehensive plan.  Lawrence responded that the Township already has a comprehensive plan.  The
Town Board discussed the Highway 169 corridor in regards to residential versus commercial use.  Lawrence questioned what Rittenour would change about the comprehensive plan the Township has now.  Rittenour responded that she would want to see the preservation and protection of the rural character of the Township.  Lawrence questioned what Dotseth would change about the comprehensive plan.  Dotseth responded that he would look closer at the Highway 169 corridor.  Hall stated that he felt either a committee or Town Board would determine where the overlay district would be consisting of ½ acre lots and then turn the rest of the Township into 1-1/2 acre lots with ½ acre lots allowed closer around the lakes and off of Highway 169.  Lester Kriesel stated that ½ acre lots would require a community septic system.  Scott Berg stated that, as a developer, he would be very leery about creating a cluster development as it would take about 14-16 months to get a community septic permit through the MPCA and there would be an average of $7,500 per lot additional cost.  Kriesel stated that he would like to keep the comprehensive plan as is.  Rittenour stated that she would like to preserve some 2-1/2 acre lot sizes.  Hall questioned the advantages of keeping 2-1/2 acre lot sizes.  Rittenour responded saying that allows for less pavement and less roofs.  She is concerned about the wetlands and lowlands.  Kriesel stated that one advantage would be fewer septic systems.  
Lawrence stated that there are three (3) areas that need to be addressed:  1) protect the rural character; 2) the Highway 169 corridor; and 3) the PUD overlay district.  He stated that he understands that the county overlay district allows a developer to come in and ask for ½ acre lots.  Hall stated that he believed that the Township has to establish an overlay district first.  Lawrence will confirm what is correct with the county attorney.  
Hall stated that his reason for allowing ½ acre lots is that the Town Board will become subjective when allowing some developers to come in and establish ½ acre lots while other ones not allowed.  The Town Board needs to be “black and white” on what is required.  Lawrence stated that the biggest issue is the overlay district.  Julius Dorweiler stated that the comprehensive plan is nothing but a long range vision on what the area will look like and develop.  It is always a work in process and can be changed.  He suggested that the Town Board start with a vision and enlist the help of some citizens and at least one professional.  
Lawrence stated that the Town Board move ahead and contact seven (7) different individuals to look at the current comprehensive plan.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to identify and invite seven (7) citizens to meet either Tuesday, April 11 or Tuesday April 25 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.  

Discuss PUD Ordinance – Lawrence stated that clarification is needed from the county attorney before further discussion by the Town Board.  
Discuss Proposed Road Projects – Hall stated that Lester Kriesel, Terry Carlile and himself went through the list of proposed road projects.  
2006 Projects

283rd




$125,000

303rd




$ 62,000

N. ½ of 125th



$ 20,000

Lake Diann (Sub. Dist.)

$ 35,000

Oak Grove



$ 20,000

Deerwood E.



$ 15,000

305th (E. ½ Mile)


$ 75,000

100th (Culvert)


$   6,000

Crack Seal



$   5,000

Striping



$   5,000

Prairie Ridge



$   6,000

Chip Seal (Prairie Ridge)

$ 30,000 





$404,000

2007 Projects 
100th Street (28-38)


(Dirt Work & 1st Lift)

$165,000

Elk Lake Road


(Dirt Work & 1st Lift)

$150,000 





$315,000

2008 Projects

100th Street (2nd Lift)

$ 80,000

Elk Lake (2nd Lift)


$ 50,000

136gh (305 – 42)


$125,000 






$255,000

2009 Projects

305th




$150,000

104th 




$ 50,000 





$200,000

Crack Seal  







Miles 
West


287th (N. Sandy) & 100th




 .5


302nd & 300th & 301st (Northgate/Pinegate)

3.0


301st (Dotseth Road)




1.0



303rd (Town Hall)





 .5


297th (Battle Brook)





 .5


289th & 290th & 131st (Woodland Acres)


1.0


310th (Lingle)






 .4


287th (Cantlin)





 .3


Kingsmans (N. of 38)




2.0









9.2





x 2400’ Linear/mile=





     22,080 L.F. x .57=





     $12,585.60
Chip Seal Only 
Prairie Ridge







 .6

2006 2.8 miles

2007 3.0 miles

2008 3.0 miles

2009 2.5 miles

Collector

Reclaim & Blacktop & Rebuild

283rd (E. of 169)

2006

1 miles

100th (28 – 38)

2007

2 miles

285th (39 – 108th)

2009

1 miles

112th (285 – 277)

2009

1 miles

303rd (Town Hall)

2006

  .5 miles

E. Elk Lake


2006 

1.3 miles

136th (305 – 42)

2007

1 miles

96th (1/2 split w/s.b)
  ?


1.5 miles

305th (45 – 1_

2008

2 miles

Dotseth questioned why 142nd Street was not on the list as $25,000 was approved for the project.  He stated that he would like to see more shouldering done in the Township.   
Lawrence asked Kriesel what would be needed for the Township to do shouldering work.  Kriesel stated that the Township could use the tractor.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall approving the listed 2006 road projects with postponing work on 303rd Avenue to later in the year when the Town Board can determine where the Road & Bridge budget is at.  Motion carried.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Lawrence questioned if the Township should continue requiring permits from utility companies.  The Town Board determined that permits will be required
The Town Board thanked Eleanor Rittenour for her time and involvement in serving as Town Board Supervisor.  
Adjourn – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried.  
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Julius Dorweiler, Scott Berg
