
BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

October 19, 2004
The Baldwin Township Park Committee met on Tuesday, October 19, 2004, at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Kim Good, Chair.

Members Present
Present:  Kim Good, Mike Seurer, Sue Hix, David Patten, Dave Bartz, and Baldwin Township Board member Lester Kriesel.  
Absent:  Tony Stith
Other Attendees:  Ray and Laura Bauer, Sandy Lake; Izaak Kelley and Tammie Walker, Blue Hill Township
Additions to Agenda

Need to discuss funding of Deer Path wide-shouldered roads/trails.
Minutes

Minutes from the September 21, 2004, meeting were reviewed.  Mike Seurer moved and Dave Bartz seconded the motion to approve the minutes.  All in favor; motion carried.
NOTE:  Minutes from the July 20 meeting still have not been submitted and approved.  Mike Seurer said he would take care of this.

Town Hall Park

· Work has been completed on the horseshoe pit and volleyball court.  Most work was done on Saturday, October 9.  Apparently the Town Board has approved $83 to purchase a volleyball net.  This will be a “BYOB” court—that is, “bring your own ball.”
· Now that this work is finished, Dave Patten will let Rick Johnson know that he can complete the park grading at any time.

· Dave Patten hasn’t yet received the requested price estimates from Earle F. Anderson Company.  They carry several different lines of playground and park equipment.
Sandy Lake Public Accesses

· Sue Hix reported that Jason Ostendorf, lake association president, told her the lake association will wait till next spring to finish work on the north access/boat landing.  Because of the time it took to get the required permits, the people who volunteered to do the work no longer have the time to do the work this fall.  Also, the lake is quite high now, which would make the work more difficult.  The permit is good for one year, though, so the group can get going again in the spring.
· Dave Patten recommends that crushed rock or crushed concrete be used next time the access driveway to the north access is improved.  The river rock used in the past has not held up well, and people have gotten stuck while trying to get into and out of the access.  The result is deep ruts in the driveway as well as increased erosion.
Proposed Cantlin Lake Park
· Mike Seurer agreed to accompany Bryan Lawrence and Lester Kriesel to deliver the offer letter to Bernie Kriesel.  Bernie will have 30 days to reply.
Payment for Deer Path Road-Shoulder Trails

· Kim Good reported on conversation from a recent County Park Commission meeting.  Apparently there is some concern that Roger Winkelman does not intend to keep the testing wells open for 10 years, as originally agreed.  No action required of us on this.
· In addition, and of more import to our committee, we understand that Winkelman—rather than paying dedication fees to the county—used those funds to put in the wide-shoulder roads that are part of our trail system.  Now we believe that Winkelman is requesting reimbursement of the dedication fees he never paid.  Apparently this deal is on hold while Tim Edgeton works on resolving the issue.
· Another issue with Deer Trails has arisen because this plat was approved prior to the county’s agreeing to split park dedication fees with townships, 75% going to the township in which a plat is located, and the other 25% to the county.  Before this agreement to share funds, the county paid 100% of the cost of approved trails and parks located within townships.  Kim will investigate whether our township can request that the county pay a portion of this trail—maybe 50%—rather than charging the entire amount to Baldwin’s account.
Reports from Other Meetings

County Park Commission meeting:  See above comments about Deer Path.
Other Business

The committee greeted Blue Hill Township visitors, Tammie Walker, Park Board, and Izaak Kelley, Town Board.  They are just beginning to work on their park and trail plans and would like to coordinate with our township when possible.  We will send them copies of our minutes and also keep them informed about how they can support the “railroad trail.”
Adjournment

Sue Hix moved and Mike Seurer seconded a motion that the meeting be adjourned; all in favor; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.

Recorded by Sue Hix, Secretary 
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