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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
May 1, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Bryan Lawrence.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.
April 2006 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,888.85 and disbursements of $66,370.34 check numbers 10770 – 10848, leaving a balance of $177,041.25.  The April 2006 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

May 2006 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $2,458.11 and disbursements of $17,268.48 check numbers 10849 – 10885, leaving a preliminary balance of $162,413.17.  The May 2006 preliminary Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the minutes of:
· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting of April 3, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting of April 4, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Special Meeting of April 11, 2006;

· Baldwin Township Board of Review & Equalization of April 13, 2006; and

· Baldwin Township Special Closed Meeting of April 24, 2006.

Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – None.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Road Report – Terry Carlile reported that cracksealing on three roads has been completed by A-1.  The roads were 297th Avenue, 301st Avenue and 310th Avenue at a cost of $2,556.00.  Two quotes were received for the reminder of the cracksealing:  A-1: $28,671.00 and D& S Construction: 44,587.90.  
The cost for 96th Street is $18,000 with Spencer Brook Township splitting half the cost, but it is not a done deal yet.  Lester Kriesel needs to talk to a Spencer Brook Township Supervisor first.  This cost was not added to the D&S Construction quote but it was subtracted from the A-1 quote.
Jon Bogart and Jess Hall looked at the projects scheduled for 2006.  Figures will be available at the May 2nd meeting.

Carlile said a request for quotes was sent to Bauerly, Universal and Harddrives.  Bauerly’s is the only one who has responded so far.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to purchase a metal detector at a cost of $875 to be used to locate rods at the grave sites in the cemetery and used to locate culverts with half the cost to be taken out of general fund and half the cost to be taken out of the cemetery fund.  Motion carried.
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to purchase an electric pressure washer at a cost of $800.  Motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Jess Hall to split the cost of an electric pressure washer between fire fund and road and bridge fund.  Motion died for lack of a second.
Discuss Road Tour Results – Discussion on the road tour results will be at the May 2, 2006 meeting.
Sheriff’s Report – The April statistics were not available.  As there was another accident on County Roads 9 and 45, Paul Vollkommer asked if the sheriff can give public works a call on the Townships behalf.
Fire Department Report – Department representative Brian Torborg reported there were 15 calls in the month of April.  Because of a motion made at the April 4th Town Board meeting, Mary Beth Torborg would like approval to send 6 -7 firefighters to Firefighter I training at a cost of $600 - $700 per person.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve.  Motion carried.  
Chairman Bryan Lawrence presented his fire helmet to the former Assistant Fire Chief Steve Lunderborg and thanked him for his service.  Lawrence said that Fire Chief Mark Bennett also resigned along with Steven Lunderborg, but was unable to be at the meeting.  Lawrence will present Bennett his fire helmet at another time.
Approve/Disapprove Donation to Fire Department for Clean-Up Day Help – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve a donation of $1,000 to the Fire Department for their help with Clean-Up Day.  Motion carried.
Park Committee Report – Dave Patten reported that the pergola has been built and placed on the Township park at the Town Hall.   A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the purchase of concrete with a limit of $600.  Motion carried.   
Approve/Disapprove Master Plan for Young Property – Bryan Lawrence said he would like to invest in Dave Patten’s time instead of hiring a firm to produce a master plan for the Young property.  Kermit Young has already expressed his wishes for the proposed park.  Dave Patten will set up a proposal from his company, and make it available at the June meeting.  Lawrence said he has not seen the Park Committee minutes from the county.  The Clerk will contact the county to request that the Park Committee minutes be sent to the Township.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that the county building official, Joe St. Dennis, had stated that the county has never had a three foot standard for separation between the water table and a building, but a one foot separation passed as a recommendation to the commissioners.  Hall reported the City of Princeton was in for a sludge permit in Blue Hill Township.  Baldwin Township has an ordinance prohibiting sludge.  Sheldon Pool received final plat approval for Belmont Ridge. 
Animal Control Issues – Jim Meyer, who owns the Oakwood Game Farm, Inc., said there was no action taken by the Town Board at their April 4th meeting regarding the letter he had sent regarding animal control issues.  Instead, Meyer said, the meeting was used by Paul Vollkommer as a public forum to discredit him.  Meyer took offense to Vollkommer discrediting a citizen at a public forum.  Meyer said his letter referenced the animal control issue in Baldwin Township and that the Town Board had missed the point.  Vollkommer stated that the incident happened in Milaca.  Meyer responded that it had happened in Princeton Township but his letter referenced animal control issues in Baldwin Township.  Vollkommer said his point was that every dog gets out, labs are scented to bird and he is sorry for Meyer’s loss.  Meyer asked if Vollkommer if he was aware of the term ‘private property’?  Vollkommer said the discussion at the April 4th meeting was regarding accidents happening due to pheasants on the road.  Meyer countered by saying then that the fire was not really relevant when talking about a dog ordinance in Baldwin Township.  Vollkommer said he was sorry he offended Meyer, with Meyer accepting his apology.  
Meyer said he would like the Township consider licensing dogs in the Township.  Vollkommer said that having a dog license would not matter to what happened to him.  Meyer said there are a certain number of people who don’t care if their animals are loose or not.  The Township has lost about $8,000 a year for dog control, and licensing would create revenue for the Township.  Meyer said his business revolves around hunting dogs.  The Township is sitting on a time bomb, and the Township can’t afford to go without licensing dogs.  
There was discussion about dog licensing.  Responsible owners would have to prove up-to-date shots, with animal control doing the enforcement.  Meyer suggested increasing fines to give more teeth to enforcement.  If the Town Board doesn’t take the ordinance seriously, why would the residents.  Lawrence suggested talking to the sheriff, and to check with Township liability.  Kriesel said the expense figures for the last 6 years for animal control were approximately $50,000.  This issue will be placed on the June agenda.
Motion Made at April 4, 2006 Town Board Meeting Extended to Other       Departments – Bryan Lawrence said he is still disappointed that the motion made at the April 4th Town Board meeting gave so much authority to the fire department members.  The motion gave the Town Board no more authority than they already have.  Hall suggested going to a purchase order system.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to keep the amount at $300 on a purchase order basis for all Township purchases.  Paul Vollkommer was opposed.  Motion carried.
There was discussion regarding restricting approval of fire equipment if needed on an emergency basis.  Lawrence stressed that all this motion says is that any expenditure needs pre-approval if the amount is $300 or more.  This will ensure better understanding by the Town Board of what is being spent.
NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove Off Sale Liquor License & 2 a.m. Closing – Greg Sackett, owner of Ridgewood Bay, and the president of the Elk Lake Association were present.  The Lake Association wants to support Ridgewood Bay in any way they can.  Ridgewood Bay is requesting an off-sale liquor license and a 2:00 a.m. closing time.  The 2:00 a.m. closing time would not be enforced every night.  The off-sale is important to the neighbors and it would keep money in the Township.  Jeff Dotseth made a motion to approve off-sale and a 2:00 a.m. closing for Ridgewood Bay.  Motion died for lack of a second.  Lawrence said the Township has approved a 2:00 a.m. closing for Finish Line Café for special occasions.  The Ponderosa is also open to 2:00 a.m.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve a 2:00 a.m. closing and approve an off-sale liquor license subject to an annual review.  Jess Hall made a friendly amendment for Ridgewood Bay to agree to shut down outside music at midnight.  Motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
Request to Purchase Lot 9, Block 3, Elk Lake Estates from Township – Donn Kleinschmit is requesting to purchase a lot in Elk Lake Estates from the Township.  Lawrence said he is not certain if the Township can sell to a private individual.  There was discussion about cleaning up the area, cutting down trees, and demolishing the house.  This issue will be placed on next month’s agenda.

Schedule Joint Meeting with Park Committee – A joint meeting with the Park Committee is scheduled for June 20th at 6:00 p.m.
Appoint Supervisor to Princeton Visionary Committee – Jess Hall and Jeff Dotseth are appointed to the Princeton Visionary Committee.  Hall will attend the 4th Monday and Dotseth will attend the second Monday.
Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Chair Caddy – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to purchase a chair caddy from CSN Supply for a cost of $159 excluding shipping of $89.21.  Motion carried.
Schedule Meeting to Open Roadwork Bids – Added to the May 3rd agenda.
Schedule Employee Reviews – The fire chief and the deputy clerk’s employee reviews are scheduled for July.  The Clerk’s employee review is scheduled for Tuesday June 6th at 6:00 p.m.  Terry Carlile’s employee review is scheduled for Monday June 5th at 6:00 p.m.
Approve/Disapprove Transfer of Funds – There was discussion regarding the handling of deficit in both the Capital Fund and the Fire Fund.  It was suggested to hold off until the county payment is received in June.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· GTS Workshop, May 3, St. Louis Park & June 14, Nisswa
· Sherburne County Transportation Plan Focus Group, Thursday, May 4, 2006, 3:00-3:45 p.m., Sherburne County Government Center 
· Clerk at Election Administrator Training, Thursday, June 1st, St. Cloud
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the press release resignation which states:


May 1, 2006

The Baldwin Township Board announces the resignation of Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department Chief Mark Bennett and Assistant Fire Chief Steve Lunderborg.

The wisdom and experience that these two gentlemen brought to the department has been a great asset to the success and growth of the department and the citizens of Baldwin Township.

The Baldwin Town Board wishes to sincerely thank them both for their dedication, leadership and service to the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue department.  We wish them the best in their future.

Motion carried.
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the bills for payment, check numbers 10849 – 10885, in the amount of $17,268.48.  Motion carried.
Adjournment - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:33 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Dennis D. Lindberg, Herb Murphy, Brian Vork, Dale Nordby, Brian Aho, Greg Sackett, Jim Meyer, Terry Carlile, Donn Kleinschmit, Brian Torborg, Steve Lunderborg, Dave Patten

