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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP MEETING

April 19, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 3:34 p.m.

The purpose of the meeting was to meet with an attorney, Robert Ruppe of the law firm Couri, Macarthur & Ruppe, P.L.L.P from St. Michael, MN and to review his proposal for legal services for the Township.
Mr. Ruppe presented his background and philosophy to the Town Board.  His law firm represents over 50 Townships within the State of Minnesota.  He stated that he would work with whomever the Township designates, i.e., Town Board Supervisor or the Clerk.  He would attend meetings when requested.  The firms billing is $120.00/hour with a 5-10 minute phone call usually no charge.  Mr. Ruppe stated that his time today was his own and there would be no charge to the Township.  His firm tailors representation to the Township needs.  
Discussion was held regarding the benefits of developing an orderly annexation agreement with the City of Princeton.  An orderly annexation agreement’s benefit would be that the Township may be able to obtain a “better deal” than the statutory requirements.  The Township would be able to negotiate items that would benefit the Township such as requiring a certain dollar amount per acre.  
Discussion was held regarding establishing a joint sewer district with the City of Princeton.  Mr. Ruppe stated that most cities are not willing to establish such a district but it would be worth asking the city if it would be feasible.  Mr. Ruppe stated that he has 4-5 small sewer districts in progress and 7-8 districts within his firm.  
Some items to consider when negotiating an orderly annexation agreement are:
· assessing property for extending sewer/water

· development equipment use state roads 1st, county roads 2nd and township roads 3rd with all township roads being repaired to its original when construction is complete

· negotiate with the developer that the township road is brought up to city standards

Fire service to the annexed properties would be served by the City of Princeton Fire Department.  But this is also a negotiable item with the city.

Consideration for the long term:

· define orderly annexation agreement boundaries

· when, and if, the Township incorporates negotiate that the City of Princeton can not contest the incorporation

If the Township tries to incorporate itself the City of Princeton may try to annex the entire Township.

Mr. Ruppe suggests that the Township allow the three (3) proposed parcels of land to be annexed to the City of Princeton but encourages getting whatever they can from the City of Princeton.  He also suggested that the Township may want to negotiate with the city that, if the project is done in phases, that the property is not annexed until the phases are completed.

An orderly annexation agreement would usually protect the Township’s borders for however long the agreement was in place.

Options for the Township to look at are:
· incorporate, but he feels that the Township is not ready and recommends that the Town Board stop the petition.  

· Generate an orderly annexation agreement to protect the Township borders.
Discussion was held regarding the pros and cons of incorporation.  Incorporation will cost the Township between $48,000-$50,000 if uncontested.  
Mr. Ruppe thanked the Town Board for their consideration and time.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 5:10 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

