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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

February 8, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order/Reconvene – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of February 8, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:01p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Open Form for Citizens (comments and simple questions) – Baldwin Township resident Buck Owens was present and had comments and questions regarding the Cantlin Lake plat (Cantlin Heights).  Mr. Owens stated that MnDOT said that they would not give a permit for the noise level and now they let the development go through.  He is questioning how the plat can be approved when the State says that there is no safe access off of Highway 169.  He went to two (2) County meetings and there was not a representative from Baldwin Township.  He is questioning how the plat approval process can happen so fast.   Jess Hall responded that the Township is strictly advisory to the County.  The County Planning & Zoning department looks at and they make a recommendation to the County Commissioners.  The Commissioners make the final decision.  Mr. Owens questioned who makes the final decision on sound issues.  Hall responded that the Commissioners felt that they did not have any legal basis for denying this plat.  The County Attorney advises the Commissioners.  Mr. Owens stated that when he goes to the County meetings no one is present from Baldwin.  He had called Bryan Lawrence to find out who was supposed to represent Baldwin.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the Township only has authority over the roads and Township comments are given to the County.  Mr. Owens questioned if the Township has a lawyer.  He doesn’t see why the Township exists if it has no authority.  Hall asked if he had a chance to make comments at the County Planning & Zoning meeting.  Mr. Owens replied that he did make comments at the first meeting.  Hall stated that a plat cannot be denied just because you don’t like it and informed Mr. Owens that there was nothing that the Town Board can do.

OLD BUSINESS:

Review/Approve Revised Engineering Standards – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to change item #16 and item #31 of the Baldwin Township Engineering standards.  Motion carried.  

Baldwin Township resident Brian Bumgarner was present with concerns regarding water runoff on 142nd Street.   Jon Bogart stated that he had met with Patty Fowler and Nicola Blake-Bradley.  Further discussion is needed with the Town Board.  They will not allow a pipe to run water out the end of the road.  There are two (2) ways to go: one involves a large catch basin that would be needed to be cleaned out from time to time and the other is large sediment basin.  Costs need to be determined for both of these.  Mr. Bogart will contact Mr. Bumgarner after the Town Board decides the route that should be taken.

NEW BUSINESS:

Address Signs – Jeff Peterson was present with information on what he charges to install address signs.  He has installed them for Becker, Blue Hill and Santiago.  He did not know if Baldwin would be taking bids and but wanted to inform the Town Board that he would be interested in submitting a bid.  Jeff Dotseth stated that he did bring a bid for the signs based on the last quarterly Township meeting.  He feels the issue should be revisited.  He distributed a bid he had from Gopher Sign Company.  Mr. Peterson had brought samples of the signs that he had installed in other Townships.  A rough installation fee would be $9.00-$11.00.  He does handle replacement signs by installing numbers at a cost of .20-.25 cents each.  Rittenour stated that she would like to see the Township pay for all costs.  

Bryan Lawrence stated that right now that is a responsibility of homeowners to post their address which puts liability to the homeowner.  If the Township puts up signs then liability is transferred from the homeowner.  Bob Gross stated that there are no State standards for placement of the signs.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to propose installation of address signs at the Township Annual Meeting.  The motion died for lack of a second.

Discuss Possible Changes in County Platting Requirements Regarding Water Table Separation (Per Memo Dated January 28th from Nancy Riddle) -  Jon Bogart stated that he does not see anything that is out of the ordinary with what the County is proposing.  Rittenour questioned if the water table separation issue was serious and asked for a clarification of what the water table separation really meant.  Bogart replied that she may get a better answer from a builder.  Bogart stated that if a building is properly constructed with adequate drain tile and sump pumps there would be no problems.  If not, then there are serious problems.  The problem with Baldwin Township is that the land consists mainly of sandy soil with some areas of clay.  Rittenour questioned if this was a method to free up additional land for development.  Bogart replied ‘possible’.  Rittenour questioned if he would advise his best friend to build a home with a one foot separation.  Bogart replied ‘no’.  Bogart stated that the question is what the Township is trying to protect itself from.  Rittenour stated that Baldwin citizens are already paying for others that choose to build on a lower lot.  Bogart stated that the problem gets to be enforcement.  If you do not have someone making sure that a problem will not be run into, problems will occur.  If a looser standard is adopted, then better enforcement of the standard will be needed.  Hall questioned why the issue was coming back to the Townships when it was overwhelmingly not supported by the Townships several years ago.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to table any action on commenting on possible changes in the County platting requirements regarding water table separation.  Motion carried.  

Discuss Highway Overlay District Concept (Per Memo Dated February 4th from Jon Sevald) – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the comprehensive plan special  meeting that will be scheduled when the Clerk obtains copies of both Sherburne County and the City of Princeton’s comprehensive plans.  Motion carried.     

PLATS:

Country View Ridge, Section 13, Preliminary Plat – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to recommend approval of Country View Ridge preliminary plat with the following Township comment: Township expects them to meet all engineering comments as per their letter of February 2, 2005.  Motion carried.  

Cantlin Heights, Section 28, Final Plat – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to recommend approval of Cantlin Heights final plat with the following Township comments: 1) Recommend final approval contingent upon meeting all engineering comments; and 2) Concerns still are prevalent about noise standards and enforcement of same.  Motion carried.

Deer Path 2nd Addition, Request for Trail Reimbursement – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour authorizing trail reimbursement to RW Properties in the amount of Fourteen Thousand and 00/100 ($14,000.00).  Motion carried.

Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition, Preliminary Plat (Also Known as 281st Avenue) – The plat has been filed by the developer, Dan Springman.  Bogart stated that the extension of the road needs to have drainage easements.  He wants to ensure that everything is taken care of before a developers agreement is entered into.  Dan Springman stated that he had just received the new drawing which is based on Bogart, Pederson’s comments.  Springman will return with a preliminary plat for the road after all comments have been addressed.

Stone Sheep Crossing, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reduce the Letter of Credit for Stone Sheep Crossing from Fifty Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Five and 00/100 ($50,555.00) to Thirty-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Five and 63/100 ($39,755.63).  Motion carried.

Hidden Hollow, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit and Begin Road Warranty – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reduce the Letter of Credit for Hidden Hollow from One Hundred Seventeen Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Two and 00/100 ($117,532.00) to Fifty One Thousand Two Hundred Seventy-One and 65/100 ($51,271.65) and begin road maintenance.  Motion carried.

Highland Farms, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit and Begin Road Warranty – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reduce the Letter of Credit for Highland Farms from One Hundred Twenty-One Thousand Four Hundred Thirty and 00/100 ($121,430.00) to Twenty-Seven Thousand Three Hundred Twenty-One and 75/100 ($27,321.75) and begin road maintenance.  Motion carried.

Preserve at Baldwin, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit and Begin Road Warranty – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to reduce the Letter of Credit for Preserve at Baldwin from One Hundred Seventy-One Thousand One Hundred Sixty-One and 25/100 ($171,161.25) to Thirty-Eight Thousand Five Hundred Eleven and 28/100 ($38,511.28) and begin road maintenance.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Revised Engineering Rates – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence approving Bogart, Pederson & Associates 2005 government rates.  Motion carried.

Discuss/Review Proposed 2006 Budget – Jess Hall distributed copies of his proposed 2006 budget.  


GENERAL FUND


$182,426


ROAD & BRIDGE


  300,000


CAPITAL



  100,000


FIRE




  160,000


CEMETERY



         500    


PARKS



    11,500


FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUND
    25,000






$779,426

The Town Board will meet on February 17, 2005, 8:30 a.m. to review and approve a 2006 budget that will be proposed at the Annual Meeting.

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION:

Jon Bogart discussed the problems with 142nd Street near Brian Bumgarner’s home.  A storm sewer system would cost approximately $15-$17,000.  Patty Fowler is checking to the availability of grant money.  The water needs to be collected somehow.  Essentially the solution is taking the water, via pipe, down towards the wetland instead of the lake.  The pipe would be a few hundred feet in length.  This would require some cooperation from the residents that live in that area.  The road would need to be tarred.  Jeff Dotseth questioned if the Township could propose a subordinate service district for that area.  Bogart will return to the Town Board with a recommendation after he has analyzed several different solutions and has heard from Patty Fowler about the availability of grant money.

Discussion was held regarding annexation, incorporation, wastewater treatment plants and larger lot development.  

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:38 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Bogart, Bob Gross, Buck Owens, Bob Essig, Jeff Peterson, Dan Springman, Edouard Kurschner, Brian Bumgarner, Tom Lewandoski, Dave Cowles

