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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
December 5, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of December 5, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

November Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $16,565.44, disbursements of $133,700.83, check numbers 10289 – 10399, leaving a balance of $366,963.03.  The November final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

December Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $255,053.79, disbursements of $257,006.80, check numbers 10400 – 10474, leaving a balance of $356,442.54.   

Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding the invoice for Carrot Top Industries and their charge for the flagpoles and hardware.  Lester Kriesel questioned the billing for the Young property environmental company charge for the potential house burn for $1,000.00.
Sheriff’s Report – The deputy present said November was a quiet month.  There were 175 calls for service.  He was asked about improvement for County Road 9, County Road 45 and County Road 1.  The deputy stated that Rhonda Lewis, Sherburne County Public Works, would like to hear from the Town Board members directly.
Approval of Consent Agenda – Jess Hall noticed a minor correction to the November 14, 2005 regular meeting minutes on page 2 in the 4th paragraph.  It should say ‘powder’ coating instead of ‘power’.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the November 14, 2005 regular meeting minutes with handwritten correction; and to approve the November 15, 2005 regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – A resident was present from Deer Trail 2nd Addition.  

He asked if the owners of the four homes on the east side of County Road 45 could contract with the Township to plow their road (service road) across from 300th Avenue.  Jess Hall stated that the road was not up to Township specifications.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the Township could pass along several contractor names.
OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported that all road work has been completed.  Bryan Lawrence had a question regarding plowing on Saturday, December 3rd.  Kriesel said he has told the maintenance crew to sand and/or plow.  Discussion followed regarding the depth of snow needed to have the crew called out to plow.

Eleanor Rittenour talked to MnDot regarding the park and ride area.  She reported the trash barrels have been removed as there have been a lot of hazardous materials put into the bins.  Rittenour said she is working on having the Sentence to Serve people pick up the trash, and talking to the City of Princeton regarding extra patrol both day and night.  Rittenour said that MnDot would like to put a light in the area, as they are well aware of the problems.

Fire Department Report – Baldwin Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported there were 10 calls for the month of November.  Bryan Lawrence questioned the billing for $1,000 from Davis Environmental, and asked if billing has been done with other house burns.  Bennett said it is a customary charge.  Jess Hall asked if asbestos needs to be removed even if the building is removed.  Bennett replied that if the asbestos is under a certain amount the house could be demolished.  With concern that asbestos is properly taken care of, it was suggested that when Lester Kriesel receives a copy of the report that he send a copy to Brian Bumgarner who works for Veit Companies.  

Ratification of Fire Department Election Results – The fire department election results are:

Mark Bennett - Chief

Sean Weldon – Day Captain

Ross Martin – Night Captain

Bryan Lawrence said he would like to see something in writing from the fire department concerning the election results.  The voting was done orally with no opposition to the vote, and approximately 90% voted.  Jeff Dotseth said he was impressed on how the voting was held, and that it was handled extremely well.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the fire department election results.  Motion carried. 

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel said that the park committee, at the last meeting, started working on a master plan for the Young property.  He said that Dave Patten is doing the work.  Included in the plan are baseball diamonds and soccer fields.  The picnic tables have been delivered.  The park committee would like to ask the county park commission for money in helping to take the Young house down.  Bryan Lawrence suggested that this should be included in the entire park plan.  Eleanor Rittenour generated discussion regarding dissolving the park committee, but keeping one member as a paid consultant.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to schedule further discussion at the January 17, 2006 regular Park Committee meeting.  Motion carried.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – It was reported that the new county ordinance regarding the PUD had been reviewed.  Jon Sevald, Sherburne County Planner, said the biggest change was in the overlay district with 2 options.  He said the county planning commission would hear this again in January.  After discussion regarding retreat centers for churches, Sevald discussed an overview of several applications that the county has received.  Mark Bennett said he met with Joe St. Dennis to establish a relationship for a unique opportunity to what a fire department needs in regards to planning and zoning.  It was mentioned by Bennett that his office does not do fire inspections after a CUP is issued.  Bennett’s concern is that if the Township is going to look at fire inspections, does the Township need an ordinance to give the fire department authority to check out the sites?  Would the township be protected from liability by going by the NFPA codes?  The Clerk was instructed to check with the Minnesota Association of Townships.
Approve/Disapprove Newsletter – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the newsletter.  Motion carried.

Community Visioning – Eleanor Rittenour stated that there are three candidates for facilitator service.  Jon Sevald from Sherburne County, John Kuester from Elk River and Bob Bunger from Milaca.  The county will be willing to attend but not to facilitate.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to hire John Kuester.  The motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to hire Bob Bunger from Milaca for one meeting with county planner Jon Sevald to be invited.  Motion carried.  
Highway 169 Corridor Update – Jon Sevald, Sherburne County Planner, was present.  He presented a slide show of commercial and industrial buildings stating that the county would like to determine what the Township likes about each one.  The county is drafting design standards.  Lawrence stated that the Township made a decision on design standards when the Highway 169 Task Force was in place.  The Task Force decided on brick and mortar buildings along Highway 160 along with directed lighting.  The Township would like to see curbs and gutters and paved parking lots.  Dotseth stated that he would like to avoid pole barn style buildings with brick.  It may be possible to allow this style of building closer to County Road 45.  A copy of the Highway 169 Task Force requirements will be sent to Jon Sevald for his review.  
Review Water Softener Quotes – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve Kinnetico for a water softener in the event they give us a 30-day trial period.  There was discussion regarding spending more money.  Jess Hall was opposed.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove 2-Year Gambling License Renewal for Elk Lake Easy Riders, Ridgewood Bay – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve a 2-year gambling license renewal for the Elk Lake Easy Riders at Ridgewood Bay for the period of May 1, 2006 to April 30, 2008.  Motion carried.

Review HAVA Plan, Sherburne County Auditor’s Office – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to support the HAVA Plan developed by the Sherburne County Auditor’s Office.  Motion carried.

Appoint County Planning Advisory Board Member Representative & Alternate      Representative for a 3-Year Term – Currently Jess Hall with Bryan Lawrence, as the alternate is the representative for the County Planning Advisory Board.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to keep the representatives the same.  Motion carried.

Review of Old Plats with Drainage Issues with County Commissioners – A draft letter to be sent to Brian Benson, Sherburne County Administrator, was reviewed.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send the letter as amended.  Motion carried.

Request to Use Young Property for Temporary Access – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the request of Ernest Goldenman to use the Young property driveway for a temporary access until his driveway with access off of County Road 38 freezes, and as long as Goldenman relieves the Township of any liability for the Christmas tree season.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Kern, DeWenter, Viere for 2005 Audit – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the services of Kern, DeWenter, Viere for the 2005 audit.  Motion carried.

Schedule Clean Up Day – Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Saturday April 29, 2006, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Approve/Disapprove 2006 Town Board Meeting Schedule – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the 2006 Town Board meeting schedule.  Motion carried.

March Ballot Resolutions – Bryan Lawrence questioned if an inquiry of the Township residents regarding incorporation was appropriate with the use of an information ballot.  Dotseth stated that he wanted to make sure that all residents are educated on the issue.  
Rittenour stated a comprehensive plan needs to be put in place first before a resolution can be put on the ballot regarding starting our own planning and zoning.

Clerk’s Office – Jeff Dotseth had questions regarding the office area space and storage versus a new office.  He would like the storage area designed for the capability of becoming another office.  
Thank You to Princeton VFW Auxillary for Flag Donations – The Clerk was instructed to send a thank you is to the Princeton VFW Auxiliary for the flag donations.

Review 2006 Township Levy – Jess Hall said his proposed 2006 Township taxes went up by $40.  At the Annual Meeting the residents were told that the proposed 2006 levy would not increase taxes.  There was discussion about reducing the levy by 3-½ %.  

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to roll back the levy by 3-½ %, which would reduce the amount by $27.566.  The Clerk explained the process and the timeline.  Dotseth withdrew his second to the motion.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to look at a reduction in levy at the 2006 Annual Meeting.  Motion died for lack of a second.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

PERA Rate Increase Effective January 1, 2006 for Coordinated Plan.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Bryan Lawrence will contact Rhonda Lewis regarding the County Road 45, County Road 1 and County Road 9 issues.
Bryan Lawrence reported on the 2+2+2 committee meeting.  In attendance were Mark Bennett, Steve Lunderborg, Mike Rademacher, Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth.  Paul Volkkommer was absent.  A lot of common ground was found, and the election went very well.  It was clarified that the date for election cannot be changed.  Rules cannot change for what is required of an officer unless it has been posted for three (3) months.  Jeff Dotseth said it was discussed about where the committee wants to go within the next five (5) years.  Lawrence stated that there was discussion regarding the appointment of the chief and assistant chief.
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the bills for payment, check numbers 10400 - 10474 totaling $257,006.80.  Motion carried.

Results of Subcommittee on Employee Issues - The subcommittee will meet again.  The Clerk will respond, in writing, to the full time employment offer made by the Town Board.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Sevald, Mark Bennett, Frank Matz, Michael Brutger, Ray McGraw

