PAGE  
7

BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

June 7, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour
Call to Order - The June regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

May Final Treasurer’s Report – Eleanor Rittenour questioned the claim of attorney Clifford Lundberg.  The Clerk informed the Town Board that the payment was for legality of sending out right-of-way violation notices.  The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $10,412.63 and disbursements of $19,105.28; check numbers 8844 - 8898, leaving a balance of $213,991.28.

June Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $9,294.77, disbursements of $131,404.69, check numbers 8899 - 8967, leaving a balance of $92,053.65.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

A) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of May 3, 2004.

B) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of May 4, 2004.

C) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of May 6, 2004.

The motion carried.

Open Forum – Pete Erlendson, Birch Acres, had questions regarding item “g” under Old Business on the Agenda stating, “Authorize Advertising for Bids for Birch Acres Project.”  He asked if the bidding was a done deal or if new prices were to be given and the residents re-notified?  Jess Hall commented that the Town Board is checking out the difference with drainage costs included.  Mr. Erlendson reminded the Town Board that residents who started the petition no longer live in the area.  He further stated that most of the original residents who signed the petition were not aware that it was a ‘vote’.  Mr. Erlendson encouraged the Town Board to hold another public hearing.  Jess Hall stated that the citizens need to initiate another public hearing, and not the Town Board.  Mr. Erlendson said that the first petition was submitted on November 5, 2001.  Bryan Lawrence stated that the Town Board has the authority to go ahead with the project or to choose not to do the project.  A public hearing would not solve the situation.  Pete Erlendson again affirmed that the drainage problems were not part of the original consideration.  Jess Hall said that the Town Board was in the process of getting engineering estimates to take care of the drainage but stressed that the Town Board won’t do anything until final figures were obtained.

Ervin Wenshau, Pleasant Acres, approached the Town Board about joining two grandfathered driveways together with a 36-foot expanse of grass between the driveways.   Discussion concerning filling the expanse with Class 5 or dirt for easier maintenance or to wait a season since the road was just paved.  It was suggested to send the Township maintenance personnel to look at the situation.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve an expanse of grass between the two driveways.  Jeff Dotseth abstained.  Eleanor Rittenour contrary since the road is newly paved.  Motion carried.  

Sheriff’s Report – A Deputy was present with reports for April and May.  Jess Hall said that a Township request for a speed zone study for 125th Street was submitted to the County Engineer but nothing has been done.  The Sheriff responded to a resident about noise enforcement saying that their department has no decimal meter for enforcement.  Jess Hall said that there was a request from residents on 313th Avenue for extra patrol for speeding vehicles.  The Sheriff stressed that the speed limit is 55 mph.  Residents have also requested a 4-way stop on County Road 9 and County Road 45, as well as flashing red lights on County Road 1 and County Road 9.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel and Terry Carlile inspected and took pictures of headwalls that are installed in the Township.  A letter will be put together to send to all the addresses.  

Lester said a blacktop-patching trailer would cost approximately $12,000.  He is also going to check into used equipment.

285th Avenue – A quote from West Branch was $14,810.  Jeff Dotseth wondered if the shouldering on the south end is a priority.  It was determined that it could probably go another year.  

313th Avenue – Complete.

305th Avenue – Needs shouldering.  There is also a beaver in a culvert.  Steve Weissenfluh will work will Terry Carlile to open up the culvert.  An approved trapper from the DNR should be contacted to extract the beaver.  

125th Street – Blacktop complete to Marv’s True Value.  There is a drainage problem and flooding on 316th Avenue.

136th Street – Was rebuilt but not blacktopped.  The trees were removed at Ridgewood Bay, but the stumps are still in.

96th Street – Not started.

116th Street – Not started.

Lester reported that a request for bids for snowplowing should be advertised.  Terry Carlile created a map that divides the Township into three (3) sections.  Terry Carlile is in charge of the yellow highlighted area, the blue highlighted area will be bid on, and Essig Construction has been plowing the pink highlighted area.  Discussion followed on the need for three sections.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to accept bids for the three sections for snowplowing.  Motion carried.  A friendly amendment by Eleanor Rittenour to consider the ‘option to combine the 3 sections’ in the request for bids.  Also add that the Town Board has the option to accept or reject all bids.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the minimum dollar amount for snowplowing for the season of $5,000.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to put a notice of the bid request in both the Princeton Union-Eagle and the Elk River Star News.  Bryan Lawrence and Jess Hall contrary to placing an ad in the Elk River Star News.  Motion carried.

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Mark Bennett reported that the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department had 16 calls in the month of May.  He thanked the Town Board for the concrete and blacktopping of the parking area.  Chief Bennett said they are still reviewing the striping plan for parking.

ECM has awarded the department a grant for $980 for flashlights.  A grant from ECM for ten (10) traffic vests, an automatic defibrillator and for training aids have not yet been approved.  A matching grant from CenterPoint Energy for portable generators and lights in the amount of $2500 is being looked into.  

Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue is at the top of the list for North’s old ambulance.

There are certification issues with the downrigger on the snorkel of one truck.

Chief Bennett and Bruce West are checking out aerial responder for Baldwin.  There are four (4) possible areas in the Township (i.e. Marv’s).  Training with Elk River can be used in the ISO rating.  The County is filling out the paperwork for the ISO ratings, and the results should be done this summer.  

The Fire Department will share with Princeton or Isanti a training burn at 28029 Elk Lake Road.

There is a request for Fire Department signs on both sides of the driveway.  The County must install them.  Chief Bennett will check with Dave Schwarting.  

Jess Hall asked if a grant was put into FEMA this year.  Bennett said that a request for a grass truck was submitted for approximately $46,000, although he indicated that the chances of receiving the grant are not good.  

Chief Bennett said that tests have been performed several times regarding the water supply, and that the results have been good.  

Jeff Dotseth said that the Town Board appreciates receiving the overview of the 2005 fire budget prior to the deadline.

Park Committee Report – Sue Hix reporting:

Park Committee 

Report to Town Board
	From Park Meeting of: 
	5/18/2004
	For Town Board Meeting of:
	6/7/2004


To Report:

1. Sandy Lake Accesses: 

· Jon Bogart has arranged a meeting with Patty Fowler, DNR rep, regarding improvements to the south access for use as a beach and with county staff regarding trimming or removal of tree(s) at the north access for a more effective boat access.

· Jon Bogart’s staff is working on a survey of the south access.  

· Once this final survey is complete, Jon will be able to draw plans for the accesses, including parking spaces.

· Three Sandy Lake residents attended the last Park Committee meeting.  See notes about their comments in the unapproved minutes of the May 18 meeting.

2. Town Hall Park:

· Troop 16 has two scouts who are looking for Eagle Scout service projects and have offered to plan and install a volleyball court and horseshoe pits.

· The grading plan is nearly complete.

· Please let us know if you have a preference for how we make requests regarding this park:  (1) Would you prefer to receive a comprehensive plan with a “grand-total” type of funding request?  (2) Would you prefer to see the plan as it exists now with a “phased” request, with modules and costs divided into logical phases of development?  (3) If you have another preference, what is it?

3. Proposed Cantlin Lake Park:

· Appraisals for this property should be in this week.

4. New Park Committee Member:

· We recommend that you appoint Dave Bartz to fill our committee’s vacancy.

· We further recommend that you appoint Tony Stith to be the committee’s active alternate.

5. Miscellaneous:

· The Park Committee will be planting 5 shrubs and a mass of daylilies along the north side of the Fire Hall on Thursday—in time for the June 12 open house/meeting.

· The Park Committee and the Sherburne County Master Gardeners plan to have an oak wilt display and variety of information available for attendees of the June 12 meeting.

For Action:

· Appoint a new committee member and alternate.

· Approve Eagle Scouts’ plans for Town Hall Park features.

· Specify how you would like us present proposals for Town Hall Park.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Dave Bartz as the new Park Committee member and Tony Stith as the alternate Park Committee member.  Motion carried.  

Ms. Hix said that the Park Committee would like to beautify the north side of the fire hall with shrubs and daylilies.

There will be an oak wilt display at the Saturday June 12th open house.

Trevor Granberg from Boy Scout Troop 16 would like the Town Board to approve his Eagle Scout plans for the Baldwin Town Hall Park.  He would be raising the funds himself for the project of installing a volleyball court.  The total project cost would be $650 with volunteer labor.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Trevor Granberg’s Eagle Scout project contingent that as each step is done the Town Board is updated at each Town Board meeting.  He is to also work closely with the Park Committee.  Motion carried.  

County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – Bryan Lawrence stated that there was nothing new to report at this time.  Jess Hall suggested that Bryan Lawrence contact Scott County to obtain a copy of their planning and zoning ordinances due to an article in the Star Tribune.

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall has not attended the last 2 month’s meetings.  Eleanor Rittenour attended the last one.

Award Lake Diann Area Road Project per Quotes Received – Jess Hall stated that the project was awarded in May but, because of additional drainage issues, new quotes are needed.  The issue will be placed on the June 8, 2004 Town Board agenda.

Authorize Advertising for Bids for Birch Acres Project – Tabled.  The issue will be place don the June 8, 2004 Town Board agenda.

Dental Plan Update – No action.  Participating dentists are in the St. Cloud area.

NEW BUSINESS:

Kinship Youth Mentoring – Dan Engblom and Jeanie Bromberg gave an overview of the Kinship Youth Mentoring program and would like the Town Board to be aware of and possible become involved with, the Kinship Youth Mentoring program.  

Approve/Disapprove Township Line Maintenance Agreement for 277th Avenue with Livonia Township – The Town Board needs to have the Township Attorney review the ‘Division of Costs’ section prior to accepting.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve contingent upon deleting the ‘Division of Costs’ paragraph.  Motion carried.

Request Speed Study for 125th Street – The Deputy initiated a speed study several months ago.  The Township will check with the County and forward to MNDOT/Brainerd for the 125th Street speed study.

Request Speed Study for East 283rd Avenue – No action taken as the resident who had requested the item be placed on the agenda was not present.

Approve/Disapprove Renewal of Tobacco Licenses for Fairway Shores Golf Course, Finish Line Café and Ridgewood Bay Resort - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the renewal of tobacco licenses for Fairway Shores Golf Course, Finish Line Café and Ridgewood Bay Resort.  Motion carried.

Schedule Employee Evaluations – The employee evaluations are scheduled for Tuesday June 22, 2004.  These will be closed meeting pursuant to Minnesota State Statute §13D.05, Subd. 3(a).   The schedule will be: Cathy Stevens – 7:00 p.m.; Terry Carlile – 7:30 p.m.

Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth will be co-working on an employee handbook.

Approve Transfer from Fire Fund to Debt Service Fund in the Amount of $33,335.28 – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the transfer from the fire fund to the debt service fund in the amount of $33,335.28.  Motion carried.  

There was discussion regarding annexation, orderly annexation agreements and shared services.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

An Open House is scheduled for Saturday June 12th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Baldwin Town Hall.

On June 14th at 10:15 a.m. a HAVA Grant presentation will be at the Sherburne County Government Center.

A meeting with the City of Princeton will be held at the Baldwin Town Hall on Monday June 14th at 3:00 p.m.

On Thursday June 24th at 7:00 p.m. the Hatch Annexation Public Hearing will be held at the Princeton City Hall.

A MAT Summer Short Course is scheduled for Thursday July 15th in St. Cloud.

Any Other Business:

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to pay the bills starting with check number 8899 – 8967 totaling $131,404.69.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 10:35 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Peter Erlendson, Gloria Granberg, Trevor Granberg, Dan Engblom, Jeanne Bromberg, Diane Wenshau, Ervin Wenshau, Peter Erlendson, Sue Hix, Ray McGraw, Dave Bartz, Jon George, Mark Bennett


