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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING

JOINT MEETING WITH PARK COMMITTEE

January 17, 2006

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel and Eleanor Rittenour.  Bryan Lawrence was not present.  Park Committee members present: Dave Patten, Mike Seurer, Jeff Holm, Mark Fredrickson.  Kim Good arrived at 6:17 p.m.

Call to Order – The joint special meeting with the Park Committee of Baldwin Township was called to order by Vice-Chairman Jess Hall at 6:00 p.m.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Dave Patten said he heard news about Roger Smith.  Smith has entered the Elim Home.  Smith’s mother has moved into the old middle school apartments.  Patten feels it’s important to bring this to the Town Boards’ attention since the Smith homestead is now empty.  The property is wild and scenic since it abuts the Rum River.  Jess Hall said he wished he knew what has transpired at the county level since he would like to see the county purchase the property and use it as a county park.   Kim Good stated that nothing had been discussed at the county level about the Smith property.  She said that the county will do nothing with less than 80 acres.  Good gave her interpretation of what Baldwin has for a balance in the county’s park dedication fund.  The county has collected $162,675 on Baldwin’s behalf with the Township spending $81,800.  The remaining balance is $81,000.  Good stated that the Town Board should consider changing the engineering standards to require wider roads.  That way, the money will not be taken out of the park dedication fees to reimburse developers.  

Jess Hall asked whether there was any discussion on where the county is going to be spending their money.  Good answered that one way is on the railroad trail from Elk River to Zimmerman.  Land was purchased off of Highway 169, and the county has acquired a couple of miles of the railroad trail.  Good said the Township should talk to Tim Edgeton regarding the Smith property.  Mike Seurer said that most people have an interest in making the Smith property a park and that the Township should write a letter to the county.  Good will contact Tim Edgeton.  There is a need to know how receptive the property owner would be.  Good said there would need to be a plan created prior to sending to the county park commission for their review and a determined amount of money needs to be requested.  

Eleanor Rittenour said she felt the City of Princeton is willing to work with the townships regarding parks and trails since both entities would benefit.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to send a letter to the county commissioners, copies to the county park commission and Brian Bensen, county administrator, saying that the Township is looking at purchasing several properties within the Township and f they would consider spending park dedication money for these properties.  Discussion followed on who would contact the Smith’s.  Motion carried.

Discuss Jensen Schoolhouse – Eleanor Rittenour said that she has not yet reserved the rights for the schoolhouse.  Jeff Dotseth has jumped on board in support of Rittenour’s endeavor.  Rittenour felt a team could be formed in the future to promote this project, saying she won’t be here to keep the ball rolling.  Rittenour has not contacted the Jensen family yet.  Dotseth said a copy of a purchase agreement should be forwarded to the Jensen’s, then a time and date can be set up for Rittenour and him to go and have the forms notarized.  Lester Kriesel mentioned now that Duane Jensen has passed away perhaps things might be different.  Kriesel said he thinks they may sell the property or develop.  Dotseth said that maybe if the property is developed to have it as part of the developer’s agreement to keep the building in place instead of the developer paying park fees.  Dotseth suggested getting the option for the schoolhouse right now, then, if necessary, work with the developer.    The only concern expressed by Dave Patten was the expense of moving the schoolhouse and he felt moving it would significantly reduce its historical value.  Rittenour said she talked to Tim Edgeton and the historical society who said there would be grants available for this type of project.  Rittenour felt it best to pursue this project and get an option to purchase signed for at least a year.  

Discuss Town Hall Site Plan – According to Terry Carlile the Township property line has been staked.  Dave Patten said the pergola is in his shop, and it would take approximately 4– 5 hours to assemble.  His intentions are to assemble the pergola in the spring.  The picnic table frames are here and Patten will work with the park committee members to have them assembled.  Carlile said he talked about having Rick Johnson come in with bunkers, but said that Johnson doesn’t want to encroach on the park area.  Jess Hall said that Carlile should give the Town Board a plan on where he was planning on placing the bunkers.  Mike Seurer cautioned that the site needs to stay far enough away from the railroad trail.  

Discuss Young Property – Dave Patten said he is looking into getting a proposal for a park plan through a different company.  He questioned if a public bid or request for proposals were required.  Jess Hall informed him of what was required based on different dollar amounts.  Patten stated that a wetland survey would need to be done, and the cost of the survey may push the amount over $10,000 for both a park plan and the wetland survey.  Hall stated that two (2) quotes would be required.  It was suggested talking to the soil and water conservation officer Bill Bonder to see if the county can come out and just confirm where the wetlands are. 

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel that the park committee has full access to the survey information that was received from the Township newsletter and the compilation and comments received in the surveys.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to give Dave Patten the authority to get quotes to have the work done.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Eleanor Rittenour invited the Park Committee members to attend the February 4th visioning session and also to come to the team meeting on Monday January 23rd at 6:00 p.m.  

Jeff Holm said the pond on the Young property which has been developed is a pond that is recognized by the DNR.  He would like to have the pond named Lake Margritte.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to name the pond Lake Margritte with the resolution sent to the county commissioners.  Motion carried.

Kim Good wanted to know if the Township was going to do anything with collecting their own park fees.  The Township would then have money to pay for picnic tables, etc.  She said that park fees that are collected by the county are actually county money.  Jeff Dotseth suggested getting in a request to see what type of reception is received by the county.  The clerk is to talk to the Livonia clerk to determine how the procedure is handled and report back at the next Town Board meeting.

Eleanor Rittenour asked if the Park Committee would be asking for additional monies at the Annual Meeting.  Jess Hall said he would like to see a park budget request come before the Town Board.  Dave Patten suggested that funds be requested at the Annual Meeting to hold a ‘Baldwin Day’ on the Young property this summer when Kermit Young can attend.  

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to request monies from the county for removal and demolition of the existing home on the Young property.  Motion carried.

Adjourn – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 7:26 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Terry Carlile


