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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
May 5, 2008
Present – Supervisors Jeff Holm, Lester Kriesel, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.  Chairman Bryan Lawrence was absent.

Call to Order – The May 5, 2008 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Vice Chairman Jeff Holm at 7:04 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Paul Vollkommer requested to add under item ‘g’ of New Business “Review Pull Behind Paver and Pull Behind Grader”.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approval the regular meeting agenda with additions.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
April 2008 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $1,825.68 and disbursements of $38,995.61 check numbers 12636 – 12727, leaving a balance of $394,524.59.  The April 2008 final treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.
May 2008 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $6,052.54 and disbursements of $24,768.08, check numbers 12728 – 12781, leaving a preliminary balance of $376,354.28.

Sheriff’s Report – Officer Novotny said there are still no reports for townships.  They are heavily working on ATV violations.  
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve:

· The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 7, 2008;

· The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 8, 2008;

· The Baldwin Township Board of Review and Equalization minutes of April 10, 2008; and

· The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of April 28, 2008.

Paul Vollkommer said he had issues with statements in the minutes, and asked to table the Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 7, 2008 and the Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of April 8, 2008.  He asked for a friendly amendment to pull and table until the May 6, 2008 meeting of Baldwin Township.  The minutes of April 10, 2008 and April 28, 2008 were approved.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Open Forum for Citizens – Elaine Phillipi said she spoke with the City of Princeton Administrator Mark Karnowski about the topic of merging with Baldwin Township.  Jim Oliver wants to add this topic to the agenda to schedule a workshop.
Officer Novotny said there is automatic mutual aid for the NE corner of Baldwin Township accessible through Mille Lacs County.
OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Department Report – Chief Torborg reported 9 calls in the month of April.  The Relief Association had a garage sale and made almost $2,000.  On Clean-Up Day 14 firefighters assisted the Township all day.  The Fire Department is looking at changing call percentages in the rules and regulations from quarterly to yearly, and is looking for approval from the township board at next month’s meeting.  Engine 2 has something wrong with it.  It still works, but will be checked into further.  A purchase order for $3,000 to purchase badges for the fire uniforms is being requested.  The Relief Association is purchasing the uniforms, and the fire department will purchase the badges.  The badges would stay at the fire department.  The fire department approved the badges at their May 4th meeting.  A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the purchase order for badges with a cost of $3,000.  On the vote: Ayes: 3; Nays: 1. The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
Chief Torborg is also looking for approval from the board if the truck repair expenses are over $1,000.  The truck is losing coolant.  Vollkommer stated that is why he did not vote in favor of the badges.  He likes the concept and they are nice but the truck needs repairs.  The department does need a back up truck.  Either Vollkommer or resident Rodney Kriesel will be available tomorrow to drive the truck where it needs to go for the repairs.  
All the paperwork for mutual aid has been sent in.  It is now up to the county.  
Discuss/Reaffirm Name of Fire Department (Per 2007 Annual Meeting) – Jeff Holm read the motion made at the 2007 Annual Meeting.  It reads, “A motion was made by Mike Seurer and seconded by Quintin Reece recommending that the Town Board change the name of the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department to the Baldwin Fire Department.  Motion carried.”  Holm said that this may be a good question to ask the township attorney as to what powers the residents have in regards to motions.  It would be very expensive to change the wording on the fire trucks.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until the June meeting when the attorney can be present.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Charging for Structure Fires (Per 4/7/08 Mtg) – It was discussed to have the fire chief bill homeowners’ insurance companies up to $1,000 for structure fires.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve if no financial burden is put upon the homeowner.   On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to add to the June meeting agenda in order for the board to review the dollar amount and have a chance to check with insurance companies to determine where the fund originated and know exactly what the fund is for.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel reported that he had talked to George Clausen and he will be tilling up the front piece of land and till up the sod so it can be graded after a while on the Young 80 acre park.  It will cost about $300.  Elaine Phillipi questioned what response the county had given in regards to the dollar amount in the county park fund.  The clerk responded that the board had instructed the Park Committee to send a letter asking for the information.  Holm read the county response that was received regarding Baldwin Township representation on the county park commission.  
Township Attorney Fees – Ross Perry wanted to bring to the township board’s attention the high attorney fees, and that some of them may be frivolous hence costing the taxpayers money.
Annexation, Orderly Annexation and Future Incorporation – Ross Perry requested the town board’s opinion, on record, on annexation, orderly annexation and incorporation.  Holm stated that it has been discussed and the board may schedule a workshop meeting to discuss these topics.  Vollkommer stated that he has been in favor of incorporation for a long time.  Ross Perry stated that these issues are the biggest item that this board faces except for public safety.  
Community Growth Options Grant Update (Per 4/7/08 Meeting) – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to take no action.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township Grading With Price Increase – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the price increase from $100 per time graded to $125 per time graded with Princeton Township grading.  
On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove 2009 Assessment Fee for Service Increase – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the 2009 assessment fee for service increase of $1,771 through the Sherburne County Assessor’s Office.  On the vote: Ayes: 3; Nays: 0. The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.

Approve/Disapprove Donation to Fire Relief Association for Clean Up Day – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve a $1,000 donation to the Fire Relief Association for their help on Clean-Up Day.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Schedule Day for Hockey Team to Clean Ditches – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jim Oliver to have Terry Carlile set up a time for the hockey team to help clean ditches.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Approve/Disapprove Gambling License Renewal, Finish Line Café – Laura Deglmann not present.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table the approval/disapproval of the Finish Line Café’s gambling license renewal until the Tuesday May 6th meeting.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table the approval/disapproval of the Finish Line Café’s gambling license renewal until the Tuesday May 6th meeting.  Motion carried.  The clerk will check with Ms. Deglmann to determine if she still needed to be on the agenda.

Schedule Road Tour – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table scheduling a road tour until Bryan Lawrence can be present.  
On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Resolution to Support an Exploratory Study of a Library Branch in Northeastern Sherburne County – Don Sherper, Livonia Township Chair, was present to explain the rationale behind the resolution.  The resolution reads as follows:
“Resolution to Support an Exploratory Study of a Library Branch in Northeastern Sherburne County”  

Whereas, the Great River Regional Library (GRRL) board has identified northeastern Sherburne County as a potential location for increased services to area citizens, and

Whereas, approximately 20,000 residents might be more effectively served by a GRRL branch facility in this area, and

Whereas, residents of Baldwin, Blue Hill, Livonia, and Orrock townships, and the city of Zimmerman might benefit from establishment of an area branch, and

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that relevant townships and the city of Zimmerman support an exploratory study to evaluate the implications of a Great River Regional library branch in northeastern Sherburne County.”  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve as long as there are no township costs associated with the exploratory study.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Schedule Employee Reviews – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to table scheduling employee reviews to the Tuesday agenda.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Extra Hours for Deputy Clerk to Input Cemetery Data – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to increase the hours of the deputy clerk from 10 hours a week to 13 hours per week with the 3 hours being documented as cemetery until the job of entering data is done.  The board will revisit when the cemetery data is completed.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Approve/Disapprove Deputy Clerk Attending Microsoft Access Training – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve sending the deputy clerk to a Microsoft Access Training course costing $299.  Mileage will be paid also with the disbursement coming out of the Cemetery fund.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Review Pull Behind Paver and Pull Behind Grader – Paul Vollkommer stated that the township is down to six miles of gravel road.  He handed out information regarding a tow-behind paver and grader.  Terry Carlile will research further and report back to the board.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Don Sherper stated that he is trying to set up several meetings regarding annexation reform.  The township will be notified.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Jim Oliver requested adding to the May 6th agenda the topic of scheduling a workshop to discuss annexation, incorporation and merger.
Julius Dorweiler commented on charging for structure fires stating that the township will have major problems with it.  Discussion followed.  
The approval/disapproval of the revising the administrative policy will be added to the Tuesday June agenda per Paul Vollkommer’s request.  
Motion to Approve Bills for Payment  - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve payment of the bills from check number 12728 to 12781 totaling $24,768.08.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
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