PAGE  
11

BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
December 4, 2007
Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The December 4, 2007 Baldwin Township regular meeting was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Requested by Paul Vollkommer to be put on the agenda under Old Business, item ‘k’ is “the GIS Software issue; and under item ‘l’ “Automatic Mutual Aid”.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the agenda of the regular meeting with additions.  Motion carried.
Open Forum for Citizens – Tony Flanders: He would like the extension of 316th Avenue included in the possible project of paving portions of the Georgetown Addition.  Jeff Dotseth asked if the extension would go towards the old railroad bed with Mr. Flanders reply ‘yes’.  Dotseth stated that the road would then need to be maintained by the township.  Mr. Flanders replied that it is a platted road.  Paul Vollkommer stated that it would increase the value of Mr. Flanders property along with Jon George’s property and it probably would not include sharing costs with others involved in a subordinate service district.  If it were allowed, the additional lots created should not be a part of the district.  Mr. Flanders stated that he would like to see the materials stored on the project.  Dotseth stated that Mr. Flanders should connect with a contractor if and when the project takes place.  
Quintin Reece:  Mr. Reece would like to discuss the Princeton Library contract.  As of now the township board does not have approval for donations to the Princeton Library since the contract failed in a tie vote in November.  Mr. Reece was told the contract validity date was signed by the Princeton Librarian on November 10, 2007.  Mr. Reece suggested the contract be made public when it comes up again since, in his opinion, the residents should know beforehand what services are provided.  The donation matter right now is there is a $500 limit for next year, and in 2008 the figure is $0.
Jess Hall:  Mr. Hall would like to discuss signs on township roads rights-of-way.  Since there is still a sign in a township road right-of-way Lester Kriesel will look into it.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Annual Review of First Love Fellowship Permit – There was no one present representing First Love Fellowship.  There were no citizen comments.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to review in one year.  Motion carried.  
Annual Review of Kruse Permit – Mr. Kruse was present.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to review in one year.  Motion carried.  
Annual Review of Langenbach Permit – Mr. Langenbach was present.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to review in one year.  Motion carried.
Annual Review of St. Cloud Wireless Permit – There was no one present representing St. Cloud Wireless.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to review the St. Cloud Wireless permit in one year.  Motion carried.
Operation of a Horse Training Facility, Section 14 – Beth Branca is requesting a conditional use permit to operate a horse training facility.  Currently there are 23 horses on a total of 15.9 acres.  There was discussion on manure management and the location to well and surface water.  Douglas Farm of 27928 – 145th Street in Blue Hill Township said he was representing his neighbors by requesting the Baldwin Township Board withhold their recommendation at this time because of their concerns.  Farm said they will present details at the county level.  Bryan Lawrence commented that the board does not have authority to deal with any financial aspect of a C.U.P.  A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to recommend approval of a conditional use permit with the following comments:
· Manure management plan in place

· Feedlot Permit (number of horses)

· Maximum of 2 employees

· 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. hours of operation

· Follow County and State rules and regulations.

Motion carried.
PLATS:

Wild Rose Estates, Sketch Plan – Developers Gerald Smith and Kent Jefferson along with Gary D’Heilly, engineer, and Paul Brandt, soil scientist, were present.  Smith stated that the number one concern is the soils and the ditches along 136th Street.  The plat would consist of 175 lots.  Approximately 200 soil borings have been done on the property.  Discussion was held on the county ditches along 136th Street.  The lots meet the high water soil standard.  None of the lots have less than 3 feet to the high water table.  Some of the lots will have fill as they want to make sure that the homes are set high enough.  The lowest entry will be set a foot above the exiting township road.  All areas of the property that have water will not have homes.  Paul Vollkommer stated that the holes were filled with water when he was out there and, according to Greg Anderson, there has been times when the whole field has been under water.  Smith stated that he is not relying on Greg Anderson or Paul Vollkommer tonight.  He is relying on the experts.  
D’Heilly stated that, in regards to the ditches, it will become a standard ponding system with 10:1 ledges.  MPDES requires cleaning access.  They may run some trails through there also.  Lester Kriesel stated that the ditch should be moved to the west to eliminate going across the township road.  D’Heilly stated that it is a county ditch so not much can be done.  To improve the road, a full 6 would be needed on the west side and that would require township assistance in obtain right-of-way.  Bryan Lawrence asked if they were committed to build from County Road 42 to the project, if not the whole road.  D’Heilly stated that they are committed to rebuild the road from the north property line to County Road 42.
D’Heilly stated that, in regards to septics, they have 10 times the area needed and pretreatment is also planned.  Kent Jefferson stated that the county is changing how systems are maintained.  
Smith stated that they are looking at 4-5 phases for this project.  Lawrence questioned if the project required curb and gutter.  Jefferson stated that the county did not say anything about curb and gutter.  Vollkommer questioned if a hydrant system would be required.  Jefferson stated that they would not build something for use 30 years from now.  Lawrence stated that 175 wells on 300 acres is questionable in his mind and suggested a water tower be looked into again.  
Smith stated that he had met with the township Park Committee and he will add some additional trails and come back to the town board with a revised sketch plan that shows the park recommendations.  
Lawrence stated that he had the following concerns: The price point where the houses will be.  Require curb, gutter, sidewalks, sodding and trees.  It will be more of a marketing challenge, but it is essential.  
Jeff Dotseth asked what the project timeline would be.  D’Heilly stated that they would like to get the approval process done by next fall.  Dotseth asked about a transportation plan.  D’Heilly stated that there was a spacing issue with the county road to the north and that was with more lots.  They will address the issue with the county again.  Dotseth asked what discussion they have had with the City of Princeton regarding the airport.  D’Heilly stated that they are not within the flight pattern but need to get together with the actual airport committee for discussion.  Dotseth stated that there are new proposals that the committee is working on and stated that working with the city in regards to the growth of the airport would be a good idea.  Dotseth stated that they had talked about going commercial with this development instead of residential and was wondering about that status.  Gerald Smith stated that they had talked about that once.  Dotseth stated that discussion was regarding an industrial park.  Smith stated that he is not interested in an industrial park.  Dotseth stated that discussion regarding an industrial park was done 2 weeks ago.  Smith stated that he wants to work with the township and not the city.  Dotseth questioned if Smith would consider this property industrial within the township.  Smith answered that it could be discussed.  Jefferson stated that without utilities it would be hard to make the property commercial.  D’Heilly stated that if the property was commercial the ponds would double in size and would make the issues worse rather than better.  
D’Heilly asked about the board’s feelings for granting a conditional use permit for a cluster type development.  Lawrence stated that he would need more information and stated that if the developer’s meet the townships requirements then the township has the option to make certain conditions.  Dotseth stated that he would like to see more control of the types of homes built, address the airport issue and ensure proper engineering with the ditches.   D’Heilly stated that they will be updating the plans and will return to both the township and county with another sketch plan but he would like the consensus of the conditional use permit tonight.  Lawrence stated that he would not be opposed to it.  Vollkommer stated that it was a much better plan than the previous one but would like to meet with the township engineer.  Lester Kriesel asked about the road issue.  D’Heilly stated that they would need some assistance from the township.
OLD BUSINESS:
Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported the ditch has been cleaned out at Baldwin Meadows.  Terry Carlile said that now a PA system connecting the office and the maintenance buildings is now in place.  The equipment was donated.  Jim Oliver suggested sending a thank you letter on behalf of the board.
Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township Snowplowing Portion of Township at New Rate – An e-mail from Connie Heinks, the clerk/treasurer of Princeton Township states:
“At the Town Board meeting on November 20, 2007 a motion was made by Dan Minks and seconded by John Roxbury, Jr. to plow Baldwin Township roads at a rate of $150 per time plowed.  This means each time Princeton Township plows it will be a total of $150.  The Town Board felt by the time they pay our snowplow operator his hourly wage, gas and wear and tear on the truck Princeton Township would break even with this amount.  Please let me know what your Board decides.”
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve Princeton Township snowplowing portion of the township at the new rate.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Publishing Snow Policy – No action taken.  It was decided to only post the snow policy as the policy was in the current township newsletter.
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall provided the following:
MEMO TO BALDWIN TOWNBOARD

To:

Baldwin Township Board of Supervisors

From:

Jess Hall, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Representative

Subject:
November 15, 2007, meeting

The only Baldwin topic was the conditional use permit for Cal Watson.  It was recommended for approval by the P. & Z. Commission based mostly upon the comments of the Baldwin Townboard.

Most of the meeting was dominated by Veit, Inc. who was looking to expand a demolition landfill over in Becker Township.  They wanted to utilize 120 more acres than the 40 they now have.  This was about a two-hour session with attorneys from both sides presenting their opposing views.  The commission ultimately recommended not approving their request.
Attorney Review of Library Contract & Approve/Disapprove Library Contract – To review Bryan Lawrence commented that the contract was denied due to a tie vote.  Troy Gilchrist said his recommendation is not to use the contract they had provided.  
Approve/Disapprove Adoption of Comprehensive Plan – Bryan Lawrence reported that he is trying to review and rework the comprehensive plan and that it has not been reviewed by the township attorney.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Revised Engineering Standards – This subject will be put on the January Tuesday agenda when Jon Bogart can be present.  Areas that have been changed will be highlighted, and prior to the meeting copies will be available to the town board.   Lawrence said he has already read the driveway standards that show the changes in the culvert standard.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the culvert section only.  Opposed were Vollkommer, Dotseth and Oliver.  Motion failed.  
Orderly Annexation Update – Jeff Dotseth reported that they are waiting for a report to come back from the City of Princeton and their attorney.  Troy Gilchrist stated that he had submitted his comments and the city was going to forward to their counsel.  Clint Corrow stated that he had talked to Jay Blake and, according to him; the city had one question regarding the one mile, two mile issue.  Other than that, there were no other “hang-ups”.  Gilchrist questioned the issue regarding incorporation.  There is a provision in the document that the city cannot object to incorporation by the township.  Gilchrist questioned if the board would like to seek incorporation now or hold off.  Bryan Lawrence stated that there has not been much discussion or thought since the last meeting when Gilchrist was present.  Jeff Dotseth stated that it would be an item for discussion at the township’s next planning session.  Paul Vollkommer stated that he was not at the meeting where the township had a huge card they could have played against the city when they messed up drilling the well on the right-of-way and they needed land from us and I wound not have voted to give it to them until we resolved this.  He feels that is a huge leverage as they spent hundreds of thousands of dollars and they messed up and the only way they could have finished that project is if the township gave them that easement.  He feels that it showed bad faith.  They would have had to rip out the well if the township did not approve it.  Vollkommer stated that he is against orderly annexation as Princeton has never been faithful with any of the things they have followed through with.  Look around the city and see how many things that have dissolved as a result of bad faith.  He stated that he does not trust the city to deal with them in terms of an orderly annexation.  He believes the township should incorporate and he wants to be on record with that belief.  
Lawrence suggested that the commercial area of the township not be included as part of the agreement.  Gilchrist stated that the township can have an area that will not be annexed unless the township agrees to it.  It would be a little unusual as it would be a stand alone area but it could work.  Corrow stated that it has been cooperative on both side all along.  No property would be annexed until he starts the platting process and there are still a lot of things that need to fall into place.  Lawrence stated that the township is the only one to lose anything and the city gains.  The city has several options and has nothing to lose.  He needs to see some good faith from the city.  Dotseth stated he wanted to ensure that revenue sharing was part of the agreement.  Another review will be held when the document is received back from the City of Princeton.
Attorney Opinion of Maintenance Employee Pay Rate (From 12/3 Mtg) – Troy Gilchrist stated that the statute is very gray and very open.  There is a state pay equity schedule, and discussion followed.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver, if necessary, get proper counsel from the township attorney regarding pay equity.  Motion carried.  The issue of pay equity will be on the January 2008 agenda.
Attorney Opinion on Address Sign Ballot Question (From 12/3 Mtg) – In Troy Gilchrist’s opinion, the township would be liable if the township installs address signs.  To implement and follow a reporting system with signs that are down should be no problem.  It would be the same for stop signs and other road signs.  Residents could not really refuse the sign as the sign would be in the road right-of-way.  Gilchrist cautioned the town board that an advisory question cannot be on a ballot.  It could be put before the residents attending the Annual Meeting.  
GIS Software – Paul Vollkommer read from the October 1, 2007 town board minutes, under Fire Department Report by Jeremy Evans:   “The GIS software needs to be returned to the department by Supervisor Vollkommer as the county has informed the department that it was given to Vollkommer.”  Vollkommer stated that Jeremy Evans made a false statement.  Bryan Lawrence asked Vollkommer if he did, In fact, have the software.  Vollkommer stated that he has software but not from the county.  Vollkommer handed out an email, dated November 7, 2007, from Brett Forbes, Sherburne County, which stated: “This is to confirm that Sherburne County Public Works has never provided any software to you or to the Baldwin Fire Department.”  Vollkommer reiterated that he does not have any county software.  At one point he had told Mark Bennett to load the software on his laptop.  The county sends files to him into which he pulls into his software.  Jeff Dotseth asked if the county could send to Baldwin.  Vollkommer told Dotseth to call Brett Forbes.  Lawrence asked if Brett Forbes has sent Vollkommer stuff with Vollkommer replying “digital images of maps”.  Jim Oliver stated that the fire department is thinking the software is the imaging that was sent to Vollkommer.  The fire department can contact the county and get the same thing Vollkommer has gotten.  
Automatic Mutual Aid – Paul Vollkommer handed out a memo from Captain Dan Andren, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office, to Dispatch regarding Baldwin Fire mutual aid, dated June 12, 2007, which stated:  “On Monday, June 4, 2007 the Baldwin Township Board specified a policy of an automatic mutual aid with Princeton Fire Department for all structure fires in the northeast corner of Baldwin Township, sections 1, 2, and a portion of section 3.  Baldwin Fire Department and Princeton Fire Department are to be paged for all structure fires north of the Rum River in Baldwin Township.  Baldwin Fire Department will handle all other fire calls within their service area and will only call for mutual aid, as needed, after their first unit has gone “en route” or “in service”.  This memo supersedes all previous directives or memos regarding mutual aid paging for Baldwin Fire.”
Vollkommer stated,  “last night at our meeting, Mr. Torborg stood up and stated, in front of the public, that we had automatic mutual aid, automatic mutual aid with the entire Baldwin Township with Zimmerman Fire Department.”

Bryan Lawrence stated,  “I did not remember him ever saying “entire Baldwin Township”.  You said many things last night and he said very little”.
Vollkommer stated,  “I have it on tape.  He included that we have automatic mutual aid with all of Baldwin Township with Zimmerman.  Two things bothered me about that statement after I left last night.  One is that, if that was true, he violated a direct board motion because the board a motion in June which, of course, superseded a previous motion that did give us automatic mutual aid to the entire township.  And now we passed a motion that only gave it to the northeast quadrant.  Which is what I said last night.  The only place we have automatic mutual aid is in the northeast quadrant north of the river.  We should have it for the whole township for the safety of the community in light of the fact that we have lost half of our fire department, but, last night he stated, in the public, on tape, that we had automatic mutual aid for all of Baldwin and with Zimmerman, which didn’t make sense because if you had a fire north of 9 you wouldn’t call a fire department 9 miles away.  And he couldn’t get that concept down.”  
Lawrence stated,  “9 isn’t in the middle of the township.  9 is on the south side of the township.’  Vollkommer stated, “I am talking about Zimmerman’s fire department.’  
Lawrence stated, “No, you are talking about County Road 9.  9 is not in the middle of the township.”  Vollkommer stated, “It doesn’t matter if it’s in the middle.  If you have a fire call on the north end of the township you’re not going to call a fire department 9 miles away on automatic mutual aid.  You’re going to call Princeton’s fire department which is 2 miles away or a mile and a half.”  Lawrence stated, “Zimmerman is not 9 miles away.”  Vollkommer stated, “It’s a safety issue.  It’s at least 8.”  Vollkommer stated, “It’s a far greater distance than Princeton.  Let’s put it that way.  Does that work for you?” 
Jeff Dotseth stated, “Mr. Vollkommer could you get to the point?”

Vollkommer stated, “So moving on, I think that, in regards to this, if he was right, he violated a board motion.  If he was wrong, he lied to the public.  Either of these should require some kind of board action.  And I think we should have meeting with Mr. Torborg and discuss this type of thing.  This isn’t the first time.  And to blatantly lie in public and say that we have automatic mutual aid when we don’t is a serious issue.  And it’s unacceptable for someone that is chief of our fire department.   Because we do not, as you can read from this dispatch.”  Dotseth asked what the date of the dispatch was, with Vollkommer replying, “It can from dispatch this morning.”   Dotseth stated, “This says June 12, 2007.”  

Vollkommer stated, “June 4 it says was the last motion.”  Dotseth stated, “I’m sorry, the date from Captain Dan Andren.”  Vollkommer stated, “This was faxed to me this morning because this is the latest on file for any dispatch.  And when I talked to him this morning, she said currently the only automatic mutual aid for you is with Princeton north of the river.  And she said there was no automatic mutual aid with Zimmerman fire department, as he stated last night, and they never instituted the previous motion.  I don’t think this type of thing should be gone unchecked. “ Lester Kriesel stated, “We don’t have mutual aid with Zimmerman?”  Vollkommer responded, “No, we don’t., but he said last night we did.”
Lawrence stated, “Do you think your blatant accusations, false accusations, regarding the chief should go unchecked as well?”  Vollkommer stated, “Which false accusations are these?”  Lawrence stated, “The ones you made last night.  When you started accusing him of being a poor leader, a poor person in general.”  Vollkommer stated, “I think if you say we have automatic mutual aid, and we don’t, that’s a poor leader.” Lawrence stated, “”Well, I’d like to watch the tape, because I know that you said an awful lot of things regarding the mutual aid last night.”
Vollkommer stated, “I know we had mutual aid and you went down and overrode it on your own and that’s directly from the emergency services coordinator, John Olson because I faxed him the motion last December and then we had a fire call and there was no automatic mutual aid and I called him and I said, what happened?  This is a board motion.  This is the safety of the community.  He said Bryan Lawrence came down and he decided that we weren’t going to do it.  And I said, so based on Bryan Lawrence and based on whose authority.  And he said Bryan Lawrence is the chair.  And I said the chair doesn’t any more authority than any other board member.  He cannot override any motion.  You should have instituted it and you put yourself at risk, John, by doing this.  And then I bring it up at a meeting, and what does the board turn around and do, oh, we’ll just vote to have automatic mutual aid north of the river.  So now you’ve but three-fourths of the township at risk.”  Lawrence stated, “The township is not at risk.”  Vollkommer stated, “Of course they are at risk.”  Lawrence stated, “It’s not at risk.”  Vollkommer stated, “When you lose your entire day side response, you’re at risk.”  Dotseth stated, “We have counsel here, let’s get feedback.”
Troy Gilchrist stated that it would make sense to have the chief present to the board what the exact mutual aid agreements consist of.  Which are automatic and which are not.  Dotseth sated that it would make sense to have the chief present to the board, in January, exactly what mutual aids are in place. 
Vollkommer stated, “I would like to pull all the call records for 2004, 05, 06 and this year and compare our call responses.  I know we had an August 1st house fire where they left the station with only 3 firemen and a rookie.  And that superseded our S.O.P’s, which said if you didn’t have a full engine then it shouldn’t roll.  And then they did not call mutual aid, and he said it right here, on tape, Brian said he did not call  mutual aid until he got on the scene.”  Jim Oliver stated, “That’s not true, Paul.  He called from his house when he saw the smoke.  Zimmerman got there probably approximately 1 minute after we did.”
Vollkommer stated, “He told this board he did not call mutual aid until he got on the scene.”
Oliver stated, “He called it coming out of his driveway.  That is when he called Zimmerman fire department.  The other thing I want to go on record stating if this is on record, that half of the fire department has not resigned.  That’s a lie, Paul.”  Vollkommer stated, “It is not a lie.”  Oliver stated, “It is to a lie.”  Vollkommer stated, “Maria, Cal, Sean, Gene, Ross.
Oliver stated, “Five.”  Vollkommer stated, “Steve Lunderborg, We have 4 firemen on Princeton that came from Baldwin.  Did you forget about them?”  Oliver stated, “Steve moved.”  Vollkommer stated, “How about the 4 firemen on Baldwin, I mean Princeton?”

Oliver stated, “Don’t make accusations that are not true.”  Vollkommer stated, “We have lost 74% of the fire department since its inception 4-1/2 years ago.  74%.”  Oliver stated, “And probably 60% have moved out of town.”  Vollkommer stated, “No.”  Oliver stated, “Yes, they have”.  Vollkommer stated, “No, they have not.  That’s a false statement.  How about Gene, Ross, Sean.  What is your answer to that?  You’re on the board now, what have you done to bring these guys back?”  Oliver stated, “I’m taking your statement that half the fire department has resigned.  That is 3 people.”  Vollkommer stated, “Our day side response is done.”

Dotseth stated, “Conclude your opinion”.

Gilchrist stated it would not be a bad idea for the board to review the agreements.  Get a good sense of what relationships you have with the other departments.  Not a bad idea.  You can do that, you don’t have to do that.  
Vollkommer stated, “Back to the issue at hand here.  What action would you deem appropriate when a fire chief tells the public at large that we have automatic mutual aid, and we do not.”  Gilchrist stated that he was not here last night. 

Dotseth asked if Vollkommer would be comfortable if our fire chief presented to us, in writing, exactly what we have.  Kriesel stated that he would go talk to the mayor and some of the counsel members.  Vollkommer stated that they have nothing to do with it, and the Zimmerman fire department does not have anything on record for automatic mutual aid and we should have automatic mutual aid.  
Lawrence stated that we have voted on that subject of mutual aid and never was it mutual on Princeton’s part and it’s a done issue for now.  

Vollkommer stated, “It’s not a done issue when your chief stands up and says he violated your board motion.  And then, we find out it’s a false statement.  Either way, he was wrong.  If he said we had automatic mutual aid with Zimmerman, it violated the motion the board made.  If he didn’t, he was lying to the public about a safety issue that’s of grave concern when he had lost a great number of firemen off the day side.  There’s no question of that, Jim.  And nothing’s been done to retrieve any of that $50,000 or $60,000 worth of trained man power.  Or the experience.  They all had 4-1/2 years experience.  Now we’re reduced to people who are mainly rookies.  And you replaced them with people who aren’t day time responders.”  Lawrence stated, “Mr. Vollkommer, if those gentlemen have chosen not to serve in Baldwin Township that is not this board’s fault.”  Vollkommer stated, “I disagree.  It’s entirely this board’s fault.”  Lawrence stated, “This board can’t make an individual happy.”  Vollkommer stated, “Yes, they can by doing the right thing.  And the board fails to do the right thing, that’s why they left.”  Lawrence stated, “Those individuals left, and chose to leave serving this community.  I’m sorry they did, and I talked to some of them about it.”
Vollkommer stated, “They were never compensated for their training.”  Lawrence stated, ‘Well maybe they should compensate the township for their training.  For the experience they had.  For taking the training and leaving.”  Vollkommer stated, “No.”  Lawrence stated, “We paid to go through the training and then they say, oh, I’m gone, sorry, adios.”

Vollkommer stated, “Then why did they leave?  Have you talked to them and ask them why they left?”  Lawrence stated, “We have several resignation papers that say why they left.”  
Vollkommer stated, “It is because the board failed to act.  So, what is the board’s action as a result of Torborg lying to the public last night about automatic mutual aid?”  Kriesel stated, “I will go down and talk to the mayor.”

Vollkommer stated, “That is irrelevant and has nothing to do with what we are talking about.”  Lawrence stated, “The board is not taking any action tonight.”

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver that we ask our chief to present to us exactly what we have in place as of January 1st at our January meeting.  The motion failed due to lack of a vote.
Kriesel again stated that he will talk to the mayor.  Vollkommer stated, “It has nothing to do with Zimmerman.  It has to be instituted from us.  You’re talking to the wrong people.”
Lawrence stated, “No, if it has to be instated from us he is talking to the right people.”

Vollkommer stated, “No he’s not.  We have to institute it, not them.  I had an hour and a half discussion with Roxbury this morning.  This is of concern.  You laugh about the fact that you put the whole township at risk.”  Vollkommer stated, “Of course it is.”    Lawrence stated, “It’s not at risk and I’m not going to continue down your road of saying that it is.”

Dotseth stated, “My concern, Mr. Vollkommer, is your loosely made comments at a public setting.  I would like to see documentation of your comments.”  Vollkommer stated, “That would be great.  Would you like me to present the call records?  I’ve asked for them a dozen times and I haven’t received them from Torborg.  I want the call records from 04, 05, 06 and 07 in my box.  And it will be insubordination if they don’t appear there within the next week.  I’m tired of asking.  I want to analyze what our daytime response is and what the safety of this community is at risk as a result of losing firemen and sometime this board is going to wake up and deal with the fact that these guys left because there was severe issues and it has affected the safety in the community and we are going to deal with it.  We are not going to continue to try to wash it under the bridge.”
Oliver stated, “When was the last time you were involved with the fire department, Paul.  How many years ago?”  Vollkommer responded, “3 months.”  Oliver stated “No.  How long have you been off the fire department with your medical leave?”  Vollkommer responded, “It was 6 months prior to that.”  Oliver stated, “So it’s been 9 months.  I’ve been over there for 4-1/2 years and there is no safety factor.”  Vollkommer responded, “I was there much longer than you.”  Oliver responded, “Well, we’ve only been in operation 5 years, Paul.”

Vollkommer responded, “I know that but I was there before you.”  Oliver responded, “You bet you were, but I was just saying, on record, the department over there has never gotten along better than it ever has.  We have new people that are so good.”  Vollkommer stated, “And if everything is going so right and everybody gets along so good why, when we have someone come from the fire marshal’s office, to analyze our fire department, and first off, he never talked to any of the fire fighters who left, and the first piece of paper he’s coming in and looking at our fire department to see what we can improve and the very first piece of paper Torborg puts in front of us last night is a motion, supposedly passed by 16 people, stating that they want to remove the right of the firemen to vote for officers.  Something that hasn’t happened in any fire department around here.”
Oliver stated, “That is the wish of the fire department.  I mean …”

Vollkommer stated, “It’s not the wish of the fire department.”

Lawrence stated, “It’s a liability thing that’s stated …”

Vollkommer stated, “None of the other departments In the area are going to do it.  Roxbury said he wouldn’t even think of instituting that.”  Lawrence stated, “Maybe it’s not Baldwin that has issues.”  Vollkommer responded, “It is Baldwin that has issues.  When your fire chief gets up here and lies about the coverage for the fire department, that’s issues.  This list last night, he said I wanted the vote, he put how many people were there but I wanted to know what the vote was.  And we have a policy in place that any spending from that fire department over a $1,000 has to be voted on by the department and submitted to the board for approval.  I have not seen any pieces of paper come forth in front of this board that shows a vote from the department, how many were there, how many were eligible to vote and what the items were to be spent.  I’m going to make up a form and I’m going to make it so they can use that form and be filled out when they want to spend over a $1,000.  And that motion was made because of serious neglect in past years over the spending.  And it’s going to be followed.  That’s all I have to say.”
Snowplow Drivers – Paul Vollkommer questioned the township attorney if driver’s records needed to be checked each year and asked if he could put together what the township should have in place.  Terry Carlile stated that he has let 2 drivers go because they have had problems with their driving record.  Gilchrist stated that a CDL license mandates drug testing as required by federal law.  For a background check, that would be a part of a policy that the board would implement.  Preemployment testing required for all CDL licensed drivers.  He suggested checking the League of Minnesota website.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if it would be wise to have the board authorize new snowplow drivers as it has been delegated and there is an official process in line.  Gilchrist stated hiring does not have to go through the board.  Jim Oliver questioned if it would be legal for a fire department individual to do background checks.  Gilchrist replied ‘no’.  
NEW BUSINESS:

Approve/Disapprove Check Numbers 12367-12380 Totaling $14,844.67 –A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve check numbers 12367 through 12380 totaling $14,844.67.  Motion carried with Jim Oliver absent from the meeting room.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 10:32 p.m.  Motion carried with Jim Oliver absent from the meeting room. 
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Quintin Reece, Anthony Flanders, Douglas Farm, Duane Kruse, Sharon Sandberg, Todd Langenbach, Paul Brandt, Dennis Lindberg, Kent Jefferson, Beth Branca, Jerry Smith, Jess Hall, Elaine Phillipi, Jesse Ewert, Troy Gilchrist, Clint Corrow, Paul Brandt
