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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

July 13, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour
Call to Order/Reconvene - The July 13, 2004 regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Jess Hall at 7:03 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jeff Dotseth asked that item “j”, ‘Frontier Trails Drainage Issues’ on the agenda be moved to ‘New Business”.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve agenda as amended.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Drainage Issues – Ross Perry – Ross Perry was not present but Jess Hall presented an explanation of the solution to the drainage issues as explained to Mrs. Perry are 1) a concrete curb on the east side of the road from the cul-de-sac north past the Schumacher property and 2) a culvert place under the west side of the road at an approximate cost of $3,000.00.  After questioning whether the Township would put in topsoil by the home, Mrs. Perry was told ‘no’, and that the road work will take care of the problem.

NEW BUSINESS:

Drainage issues, North Side of Elk Lake Road – Gary Dotseth presented pictures of the drainage issue at his home on 290th Avenue.  He indicated that he would like to work with the Township to have the situation corrected.  Jon Bogart said that he has some suggestions to correct the problem.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have Mr. Dotseth work with Jon Bogart.  Jeff Dotseth abstained.  Motion carried.

Frontier Trials Drainage Issues – Julie Weidenborner, a resident of Frontier Trails, presented pictures of the drainage issues on her property.  She said that there has been a drainage issue for years.  The neighbor is pumping a sump pump along the property line.  Ms. Weidenborner said that she has tried to work with the neighbor, but to no avail.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have Jon Bogart inspect the situation.  Motion carried.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Small Auto Repair Shop, Section 32 – Mark Hansen approached the Town Board about having an auto repair shop on his property.  There would be no advertising/no sign.  He would have a 300–gallon container for used oil.  The shop would be 50’ – 56’.  The Town Board’s concern is a shared driveway by three property owners.  Mr. Hansen claims that a private driveway is not possible according to the County.  The Town Board feels that all owners make an agreement about the driveway.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the following comments:  1) Shared driveway problem.  No maintenance agreement has been worked on.  Must have agreement before approval granted; 2) He would be one of three parties using one driveway; 3) Be sure all affected property owners are notified; 4) Annual review would be required; and 5) Traffic flow of County Road 45 is a concern.  Bryan Lawrence was contrary to the motion.  Mr. Lawrence feels that an agreement between the property owners should be worked out before there is a conditional use permit approval.  Motion carried.

PLATS:

Carmen Addition, Section 14, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Carmen Addition Preliminary and Final Simple Plat with the following comments:  1) Board approves with comments contained in letter from Planning and Zoning.  Motion carried.  

Baldwins Pheasant Ridge, Section 8, Revised Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Baldwins Pheasant Ridge revised Preliminary and Final Simple Plat with the following comments:  1) It is approved on motion with some dissension on the issue of why the Township is involved on a county road issue?  Jess Hall contrary to the motion since it is not a Township issue.  Motion carried.  

Orrock Ponds, Section 35, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve Orrock Ponds Preliminary and Final Simple Plat with the following comments:  1) Approved by Board.  No problems.  Motion carried.

Williams Place, Section 27, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Williams Place Preliminary and Final Plat with the following comments:  1) Approved by Township Board.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to suspend the Baldwin Regular Meeting at 8:03.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to open Birch Acres Public Hearing at 8:04 p.m.  Motion carried.

Birch Acres Subordinate Service District Public Hearing - Jess Hall explained that the purpose of the public hearing was to give an update on the cost and timeline of the project.  He reviewed the “Birch Acres Conceptual Estimate” dated July 13, 2004 which stated the following:
“If Baldwin pays preparation costs (rebuild, gravel and shouldering) as stated in our previous Subordinate Service Districts, but includes all special costs (drainage piping, concrete curbing, catch basins, culverting) to the benefiting property owners, it would break down like this:

Baldwin
Common Excavation & Road Rebuild



$ 5,000.00

Aggregate Base, Class 5 & Shouldering



  21,200.00

20% of Bituminous Wear Course




    6,032.50

Temporary Erosion Control




    2,000.00

Turf Establishment






    1,500.00









$35,732.50

Subordinate Service District
80% of Bituminous Wear Course




$24,130.00

1600’ of Concrete Curbing





  19,200.00

15” Corrugated Steel Piping




    1,260.00

15” C.S.P. Aprons






       525.00


Mobilization







    3,000.00

Inlets, Piping, Basins (284th Avenue)



    6,400.00









$54,515.00

                + 25% Contingencies




  68,143.75


     ÷ 64.5 parcels





$   1,056.50


   

If all roads were blacktopped, each parcel would pay $905.00.  If only the parcels that front on the loop road pay a full share and all others pay a 50% share, the loop road owners would pay $1,056.50 per parcel, up to a maximum of two, and all other parcel owners would pay $528.25 per parcel, up to a maximum of two.
Remember these are only the best guestimates we could arrive at without a full-flown engineering study and formal bids.  It should be quite close, and really should be a maximum charge.  Hopefully, it would be less but we would rather be high than deceitfully low.”

Public comment was heard:
Lenora Horn – Stated she had signed the original petition but would really hate to see the roads blacktopped as it would speed up driving and they don’t need additional traffic.  The County came in and installed a ditch which had caused some flooding.

Birch Acres resident – Wants roads paved and would like to have drainage installed and the roads fixed.

Birch Acres resident – If curbs installed on the west side of the south access.  Who would approve?  Jess Hall stated that the County would make final approval and such a curb would run water from 284th Avenue and the last 200’ of 100th Street.  Catch basins could be installed but would fill up with sand.  The resident questioned if the loop road was paved would the remaining roads remain gravel?  Jess Hall answered yes.
Birch Acres resident – Questioned if the road easement to the west would be blacktopped.  Jess Hall answered that it was not included in the footage figures.

John Schletty – Stated that he lives adjacent to the public access on the west side.  He feels he would have the deepest impact for drainage.  He would like to see a survey completed for all properties to determine where the road right-of-way is and either if the roads stayed gravel or blacktopped, he will lobby for proper engineering to handle the drainage as he will have the biggest impact.  He questioned if the Township has awarded the contract for the project and if the Township will be hiring outside contractors.  
Birch Acres resident – Stated that the roads need to be fixed and has been an ongoing issue for several years.  Would like to see the drainage issues addressed first.

Birch Acres resident – Questioned if the blacktopping would be inevitable.  Jess Hall responded eventually, yes.

Birch Acres resident – Stated that the drainage needs to be addressed prior to blacktopping.
Vern McDonald – Stated that he would like the Township to get an estimate for engineering the drainage problems first.

Upon a straw vote, those in favor of the project: 2, those opposed: 10.  Those in favor of blacktopping just the loop road: 7, those in favor of blacktopping all roads: 5.   

Bryan Lawrence questioned if the residents would be interested in cost sharing the drainage issue with no blacktopping.  Numerous hands raised in favor.  

Jess Hall explained what needed to be done in order for the residents to reverse the establishment of the Subordinate Service District.

John Schletty stated that the Township should address the drainage issue first but not blacktop.  
A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to close the public hearing at 9:10 p.m.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to expand the Subordinate Service District to include drainage and have Jon Bogart explore options for drainage with intent of having it paved in the next ten (10) years.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to reopen the Baldwin Regular Meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Motion carried.

Sketch Plan, 110 Acres, Section 13 – No one present.  Tabled.
Heather Ridge, Section 31, Final Plat – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Heather Ridge Final Plat with the following comments:  1) Approved by Township Engineer; and 2) Approved by Township Board.  Motion carried.

Stone Sheep Crossing, Section 1, Final Plat – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Stone Sheep Crossing Final Plat with the following comments:  1) Approved with condition that engineer approves all final features.  Motion carried.

South Elk Prairie, Release Letter of Credit in Lieu of 15% Cash for Remaining Warranty Period – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve South Elk Prairie, release Letter of Credit in lieu of 15% cash for remaining warranty period contingent upon final inspection by Bogart, Pederson & Associates.  Motion carried.
Deer Path, Request for Trail Reimbursement – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Deer Path’s request for trail reimbursement.  Motion carried.  
Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition Road Issues – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to table the Wilderness Shores 2nd Addition road issues with consideration of status of the road (if Township road).  Jess Hall will check with the County.  Motion carried.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to adjourn at 10:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Jon Bogart, Gary Dotseth, Julie Weidenborner, Marvin Oeffling, Tom Lewandoski, Laura Bauer, Ray Bauer, Bob Rolfe, Jan Rolfe, Peter Erlendson, Jeanne Holler, Larry Menshek, Darla Cruz, Mark Hansen, Lenora Horn, John Schletty, Vern McDonald

