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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
April 7, 2008

Present – Supervisors Jeff Holm, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The April 7, 2008 regular meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Under ‘Old Business’ Bryan Lawrence requested that letter ‘k’ be added ‘Township ID Cards’.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the regular meeting agenda with the addition. On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

March 2008 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $3,031.93 and disbursements of $42,296.74 check numbers 12573 – 12635, leaving a balance of $431,149.29.  The March 2008 final treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.
April 2008 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $785.79 and disbursements of $34,071.62, check numbers 12636 – 12718, leaving a preliminary balance of $398,279.41.

Sheriff’s Report – Officer Novotny said didn’t have any figures for March, but would have them available next month.  The department has started ATV enforcement shifts.  ATV’s are not allowed in the ditches until after August 1st.  Bryan Lawrence thanked the sheriff for the grant received for the 800 MHz upgrade.
Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve:
· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of March 3, 2008;
· Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of March 4, 2008;
· Baldwin Township Special Meeting Board of Canvass minutes of March 13, 2008; and 
· Baldwin Township Special Meeting Oath of Office & Reorganization of Town Board minutes of March 24, 2008.
On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Open Forum for Citizens – Regarding fire protection in the NE section of the township, Andy Schreder said that the DNR didn’t know who responds in that area.  Bryan Lawrence said that both departments, Baldwin and the City of Princeton, will respond immediately, but Princeton will respond first for any fire.  Because of the condition of 111 ½, Schreder wanted to know if it were possible to put a culvert at the end of the road.  There is a lot of ponding, and it runs down his driveway.  It was discussed by the township board last spring with the decision not to do anything.

Ross Perry filled out a ‘Public Comment Request Form’ with the subject presented to the board, “The request for the resignation of Baldwin supervisor Paul Vollkommer.  It is my opinion that he is not happy with his position or the direction the township is heading politically.”  Mr. Vollkommer duly noted Mr. Perry’s comment.

Comments from Gail Kulick-Jackson, State Representative Candidate, District 16A – Not present.
OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Brian Torborg said there were 19 calls in the month of March.  The department has put in for 2 FEMA grants.  An 800 MHz grant was granted, and Baldwin’s share is in excess of $120,000.  This was done when Mark Bennett was the chief.  The department is in the process of purchasing radios, and they should arrive sometime in June.  The check was presented by Congresswoman Michelle Bachman.  Chief Torborg is requesting that thank you letters be sent out by the department.  The garage sale is April 17-19th.  Drop off date is scheduled on the 12th of April.  There is a fire ban until everything is green.  A recreational fire is the only thing allowed.  Lester Kriesel asked Torborg to look into charging for structure fires.   Kriesel said he has talked to 4 different insurance companies, and there is anywhere from $500 - $1000 sitting there waiting to be paid out.  Unless it’s necessary, there is no need to put the burden on the residents if their insurance companies do not do this.  This item will be put on the May agenda.  

Fire Station Well Quotes – Two quotes have been received.  Princeton Electric quoted a cost of $1,625.00; and Reliance Electric quoted a cost of $1,253.84, but they will deduct $300.00 if they don’t have to thaw the ground.  Reliance Electric also includes trenching.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve Reliance Electric.  A friendly amendment was made by Paul Vollkommer to upgrade the size of the conduit to a 2” conduit.  Kriesel and Oliver accepted the amendment.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

 Park Committee Report – Dave Patten stated that the committee needs clarification if a new park member is needed now that Jeff Holm has been elected to the town board.  The committee will research the bylaws and determine if a new member is needed.  He would like to see a section for volunteer opportunities added to the township website.  The signage for the park is underway.  The bank is holding the check.  He will need to meet with the family when they come back from the south.  The monument will be in prior to the signage going in.  
Approve/Disapprove Letter to County Regarding County Park Committee Issues – Jeff Holm stated that it has been brought to the park committee’s attention that the county is disbanding the current park committee and begin making their own appointees.  Holm believes that there should be some Baldwin representation.  The township still has park funds at the county.  
A motion was made by Jeff Holm and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to send a letter to the county requesting that Baldwin Township be represented at the county park committee and ask if they would prefer a Baldwin resident or town board member.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.  It was determined that the issue of park dollars and the county level be added the Tuesday, April 8th agenda for board discussion.  
Approve/Disapprove Revamp of Young Building (Per 10/1/07 Mtg) – Dave Patten stated that if the current building was revamped into a pavilion then a new building would not be needed.  
A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to approve.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Discussion followed.  No further action at this time.
Cemetery CD Information – Scott Liestman, Edward Jones, was present with information on the township certificate of deposit which came due in February.  
Approve/Disapprove Purchase of CD for Cemetery Fund – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to purchase a 24-month CD in the amount of $5,000 for the cemetery fund.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Surveillance Camera Update – No update.  This item will be put on the June agenda.
Oak Wilt Program (Tabled 2/11/08) – No action taken.  If a grant application is received, the oak wilt program should be added to the agenda.  
Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Capital Asset Accounting Software – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table approval/disapproval of purchase until Tyler Technologies is investigated.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Township ID Cards – This item will be brought back after the logo contest is over.
NEW BUSINESS:
Approve/Disapprove Applying for Community Growth Options Grant – Jeff Holm stated that the University of Minnesota is behind this.  He is of the opinion that the township is not far enough along to invest money into the grant application.  There is an information session this month and it may be beneficial to send someone.  The item will be added to the May agenda.  
Approve/Disapprove Renting Tent for Clean-Up Day – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to disapprove renting a tent for Clean-Up Day.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Requesting Princeton Township to Grade 111 ½ Street – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve Princeton Township grading of 111 ½ Street.   On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Sherburne History Center Donation – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve a $150 Patron Membership donation to the Sherburne History Center.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Approve/Disapprove Group Life Insurance – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to disapprove a group life insurance.  
On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Supervisor Jim Oliver had to leave at 8:37 p.m. for a fire incident.
Approve/Disapprove Group Disability Insurance - No eligibility due to disapproval of a group life insurance.
Approve/Disapprove SoniClear Recording Software Annual Support - A motion was made by Jeff Holm and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to disapprove the SoniClear recording software annual support.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.

Review/Sign MAT Officer List – The Baldwin Township Board reviewed the MAT officer list.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
*  Local Board of Appeal, Thursday, April 10, 3:00 p.m.
*  MN Spring Maintenance Expo. April 15-16, 2008, St. Cloud Civic Center
*  County Association of Townships Mtg, Wed., April 16, 6:30 pm, Big Lake  

    Twp.(actually 7:30 pm)
*  Urban Town Short Course, Thursday, April 24, Maplewood
*  Clean Up Day, Saturday, April 26, 8:00 am-1:00 pm

*  2008 Land Use Planning Workshops, Various Locations

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment - The Baldwin Township Board reviewed the claims number from 12636 – 12718.  Paul Vollkommer contested check number 12687 for Mac Tool.  The Road and Bridge has a budget for tools of $2500 a year.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to approve all bills for payment.  On the vote: Ayes: 4; Nays: 1. The motion carried with Paul Vollkommer opposed.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Holm to adjourn at 9:36 p.m.  On the vote: Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion carried unanimously.
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____________________________
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