BALDWIN TOWNSHIP CLERK SEEKS ELECTION JUDGES
AND TRAINEES FOR PAID POLLING PLACE POSITIONS

Record Caucus Turn-out Underscores Need for Trained Officials

The Baldwin Township Clerk’s Office seeks citizens to serve as election judges and trainees to staff polling places and assist citizens in the September primary and November general election.  Approximately 600 election judges are needed for the upcoming year.

More individuals are eligible to serve this year as recent legislation has removed a previous requirement that citizens identify a political party affiliation to be eligible candidates.

“Caucus attendance was tremendous and we expect the same this fall,” says Cathy Stevens, Baldwin Township Clerk/Treasurer.  “Serving as an election judge is a great learning and civic opportunity for those citizens who want to be involved in their community.”

Election judges are paid an hourly wage of $10.00, receive paid training, and serve on Primary Election Day, September 9, and General Election Day, November 4, 2008.  With advance notice, employers must allow workers time off to serve as election judges.

Some qualifications to serve as an election judge include being eligible to vote in Minnesota, and speaking fluent English.  High school students age 16 and older may serve as trainee election judges.

Interested persons may view the detailed duties, qualifications and eligibility requirements of election judges, and download an application form by visiting www.co.sherburne.mn.us, or call (763) 241-2861, or by contacting their political party.  Brochures and information may also be downloaded from the Office of Minnesota Secretary of State web site at www.sos.state.mn.us.

Nearly 2900 Sherburne County residents participated in the recent caucus, and 82 percent cast ballots in the 2004 general election.  Minnesota has led the nation in eligible voter turnout rate in presidential elections since 2000.

ELECTION JUDGE AND TRAINEE FACT SHEET

Election judges are essential to our democracy.  Election judges staff local polling places, administer election procedures, and ensure that the rights of voters are protected on Election Day.  Election judges and trainees will serve in polling place on the Primary and General Election, September 9 and November 4, 2008.  Half-shifts may be available by city or county.
All appointments are made by city councils or township boards at least 25 days before an election.  Most appointments will occur shortly after July 1, 2008.  If appointed, persons must attend training conducted by municipal clerks or county auditors in July, August, September or October.

Benefits
Election judges are paid an hourly wage of $10.000, including training.  Persons may take time off from work to be an election judge by providing an employer at least 20 days written notice.  Employers may reduce pay by the amount earned as an election judge during time away from work.

Required Qualifications

Candidates must meet all of the following qualifications:
· U.S. citizen and at least age 18

· Minnesota resident for at least 20 days

· Able to read, write and speak English

· Cannot be a spouse, parent, child or sibling of an election judge serving in same precinct

· Cannot be a spouse, parent, child or sibling of a candidate on the ballot in same precinct

Desired Qualifications
Preferred candidates will possess the following:

· Ability to communicate clearly

· Comfortable with serving a diverse population

· Ability to remain impartial

· Physical and emotional stamina

· Detail oriented

· General math skills

Election Judge Duties

· Set up the polling place

· Operate voting equipment

· Direct voters to correct lines

· Register and assist voters

· Demonstrate how to vote

· Distribute ballots

· Close polling place

· Determine and certify voting results

Student Eligibility for Election Judge Trainees

High school students age 16 and older may serve as election judge trainees.  A trainee must be a U.S. citizen; enrolled in high school or be home-schooled; have approval of a parent; and be fluent in English.  Schools may offer extra credit in some courses to students who serve as election judge trainees.
