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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

December 6, 2004

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order/Reconvene – The Baldwin Township regular meeting of December 6, 2004 was called to order by Jess Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With Additions – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the regular meeting agenda.  Motion carried.

November Final Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $25,102.02, disbursements of $62,034.2, check numbers 9318 – 9412, leaving a balance of $268,664.75.  The November final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

December Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $255,700.11, disbursements of $169,230.21, check numbers 9413 – 9472, leaving a balance of $355,393.41.  

Approval of the Consent Agenda – Eleanor Rittenour asked for corrections to the November 8, 2004 Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes.  John ‘Moosburger’ should be spelled John Moosbrugger.  Don ‘Sharper’ should be spelled Don Sherper.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the following items of the consent agenda with corrections:

a) Approve the Baldwin Town Board meeting minutes of November 8, 2004 with corrections;

b) Approve the Baldwin Town Board meeting minutes of November 9, 2004, and

c) Approve the Baldwin Town Board meeting minutes of November 19, 2004. 

Motion carried.  

Open Forum for Citizens – None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – Lester Kriesel reported to the Town Board on the survey taken by Elk Lake.  He said that it is an impossibility to lower the road, and that there are two options: 1) blacktop, put in culvert and drain into the lake; and 2) put in an easement to go into the swamp on the north side of the road.  Kriesel felt that the later was the best way to handle the situation, but nothing can be done until spring.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to add to the April 2005 agenda “List of Road Projects” for review before the Annual Meeting.  Motion carried.  

The topic of snowplowing was discussed.  The Town Board determined not to plow Hidden Hollow since the house at the end of the cul-de-sac is not part of the plat.  Bob Gross said that the roads have not been accepted, and that the developer should make arrangements with the Township if he wants these roads to be plowed.  Baldwin Cove roads have not been accepted, although Gross said that it is possible to plow these roads according to the punch list.  Deer Path 2 roads are not ready for plowing.  Lencioni roads are ready for plowing.  Highland Farm roads have not been accepted.

Approve/Disapprove Tractor Purchase – After a lot of discussion, a motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to offer Arnolds Implement $35,000.00 for the New Holland 110 horse tractor.  Motion carried.

Fire Department Report – Chief Mark Bennett reported that there were 10 calls in the month of November.  They will be picking up Engine No. 3 on the morning of December 7, 2004, and will have it checked over by General Safety Equipment.  Bennett reported that they are looking into establishing a certified dive team.  The first consideration is the cost.  They would concentrate mostly on rescue and recovery, and would be one of just a handful of certified teams in the area.  Fifteen individuals are interested; three are already certified.  The intention is to have seven (7) divers available on a 24 hour a day availability status.  

Bennett thanked Eleanor Rittenour about the excellent job that was done with the newsletter article in the last newsletter concerning the fire department.

It was also reported by Bennett that the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department would not be protecting Princeton Township.  Bennett will be meeting with Princeton Township Town Board members regarding this issue.  

The Township Board asked about the election results.  Bennett said that they will have staggered terms of two (2) years and one (1) year.  The two year term is an assistance chief and a day and night captain.  The one year term is the chief and a day and night captain.  All positions stayed the same except for Mary Beth Torberg.  Jeff Dotseth commended the department on the fine job they did with elections.  

Eleanor Rittenour made a motion in regards to the 2006 proposed budget for the fire department.  She thought it should include a more detailed itemized capitol expenditures list.  Lester Kriesel seconded the motion for discussion.  Chief Bennett said that he felt this wasn’t really needed since donations have been quite generous, and the department now is aware of the avenues to pursue for donations in the future.  The Township has also indicated a willingness to cost share.  After further discussion, Bryan Lawrence called for a vote on the motion.  Yeas – 2; Nays – 2.  Jess Hall voting nay.  The motion failed.

Park Committee Report – None.

Deer Path 1st Addition Trail Reimbursement – The Baldwin Town Board inquired if Roger Winkleman paid a park dedication fee and, if so, what dollar amount.  Tim Edgeton responded that the county board approved the plat for Deer Path 1st with the understanding that if a path (trail) was not put in the design, that the park dedication fees of $600/lot be paid.  Since the trail was constructed, paying any park fees was not a condition.  Therefore, Winkleman did not pay any park fees for Deer Path 1st Addition.  The Town Board determined that since the funds were not paid, the developer is not entitled to any refund.  A letter is to be sent to Winkleman concerning the decision of the Town Board.

Accept Cantlin Lake Proposed Park Land Offer Denial – A letter was sent to Raeburn Kriesel concerning purchasing 26 acres of his property for a Township park for a cost of $17,800.00 per acre.  Kriesel responded by saying, “I will not accept this offer for the land extended to the park committee for a Baldwin Township park.  This offer may be OK for sand lot housing – but not for lakeshore and wooded acreage.  I have talked with developers this summer, my asking of $800,000 did not seem out of line, but most were waiting until after the election to make plans.”  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to accept the Cantlin Lake proposed park land offer denial.  Motion carried.

Township Line Maintenance Agreement for 277th Avenue – After discussion, Bryan Lawrence moved to table the Township Line Maintenance Agreement for 277th Avenue so that Jess Hall could meet with Livonia supervisors about questions and possible revisions.  There was a question about the paragraph “Division of Costs” and, particularly, the last sentence of that paragraph which states, “Any cost associated with obtaining the advice of an engineer will be paid by the initiating Township.”  There were also questions about the paragraph ‘Disputes’.  Lawrence also thought that the division of roads could be 169 west and 169 east as portions developed so that each Township would know their respective responsibilities.  

Approve/Disapprove 277th Avenue Speed Study Resolution from Livonia Township – A joint resolution between the Townships of Baldwin and Livonia was presented for a request for a MnDot speed zone study on 277th Avenue NW starting at County Road 45 west for two miles and ending at CSAH 1.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to increase the speed from 30 mph to 40 mph as presented in Livonia’s resolution.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Sending Information to Developer’s Attorney – No action taken.

Approve/Disapprove Revised Headwall Letter – The Township attorney has submitted a ‘sample letter’ regarding headwalls.  There is enough information available under Minnesota Statutes in regards to a right-of-way obstruction.  The Town Board decided that it was time to start enforcement.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send the headwall letters out within 30 days.  Bryan Lawrence contrary.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Release of Liability Agreement Drafted by Township Attorney – A Release of Liability letter and Agreement was drafted by the Township Attorney.  For a cost of $800 to repair 75 – 100 feet of drain tile would resolve the issue.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to send Tom Miller the Release of Liability Agreement and letter within ten (10) days for his consideration.  Motion carried.

Wilderness Shores 2nd Agreement – Jess Hall met with the interested parties to form a compromise with Dan Springman on the Wilderness Shores 2nd road issue.  A proposal between Springman and Hall was brought to the meeting for review and discussion.  Springman is agreeable to build the road to Highway 45, but to the 1996 specifications, even though the engineer standards have changed.  There still is a possible issue with drainage according to Bob Gross, but said that he would like to resolve the questions without a contract, and the road still must meet all specifications for Township approval.  The county highway department has volunteered to engineer the project at no cost.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the proposal contingent upon the Township engineer’s approval of the work.  Work is to cease and desist until an evaluation of the road subgrade and drainage issues are done by the Township engineer.  Eleanor Rittenour contrary.  Motion carried.  Ultimately this does not mean that the Township accepts the road.  There still is a possibility of a breach according to the agreement.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Addition of Building for Cold Storage – It was determined at the county level that SRW Products was not expanding the business, but constructing an addition for extra storage only.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table.  

PLATS:

Request to Withdraw Plat of Rum River Bluffs – Thousand Acres Development requested to withdraw the plat of Rum River Bluffs.  They are requesting release of escrow and letter of credit.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the withdrawal of Rum River Bluffs.  Motion carried.

Prairie Hill Lake, Request to Release Letter of Credit & End Road Warranty – A letter dated December 6, 2004 from Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc. read:

“This office has received notice that the letter of credit on the above mentioned plat is up for release.  I have inspected the construction of Prairie Hill Lake Meadows, noting that various punch-list items remain.  These items include silting in the sedimentation pond along 113th, longitudinal cracking and low spots in the bituminous along 113th, bituminous cracking west of intersection on 281st, as well as minor silting and erosion in the sedimentation pond along west end of 281st.  At this time we are in communication with the paving contractor to address the aforementioned punch-list items.  Based on the above observations, I recommend a renewal of the letter of credit in the amount of the last reduction, which should be 15% of the original Schedule A amount per the Developers Agreement.  I also recommend that the Township retain all cash escrow until the punch-list items have been addressed.”

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to renew the letter of credit for Prairie Hill Lake.  Motion carried.

Little Elk Ridge, Request to Release Letter of Credit – A letter dated December 6, 2004 from Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc. read:

“This office has received notice that the letter of credit on the above mentioned plat is up for renewal.  I have inspected the construction of Little Elk Ridge and have noted that all punch-list items haven been addressed with the exception of lot grading for Lot 2, Block 1, which is still under construction.  For purposes of recommending this plat for acceptance, this office will assume that final lot grading will be completed at end of construction for said Lot 2, Block 1.  Based on these assumptions and observations, I recommend a release of the letter of credit and a refund of all cash escrow.”

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to accept Little Elk Ridge’s request to release the letter of credit.  Motion carried.

Baldwin Forest, Request to Release Letter of Credit & End Road Warranty – A letter dated December 6, 2004 from Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc. read:

“This office has received notice that the letter of credit on the above mentioned plat is up for release.  I have inspected the construction of Baldwin Forest, noted that various punch-list items remain.  These items include the absence of a paint stripe on the bike path along 142nd St and the occurrence of major erosion on the western portion of the north sedimentation pond along 296th Ave.  At this time we are in communication with the paving developer to address the aforementioned punch-list items.  Based on the above observations, I recommend a release of the letter of credit.  In order to address the above punch-list items, I recommend that the Township retain all cash escrow until the punch-list items have been addressed.”

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept Baldwin Forest’s request to release the letter of credit and end the road warranty, but retain all cash escrow until completed.  Motion carried.

Prairie Creek Estates, Begin One-Year Road Warranty – A letter dated November 30, 2004 from Bogart, Pederson & Associates, Inc. read:

“This office has received notice that the above mentioned plat has been requested to be placed on warranty.  I have inspected the construction of Prairie Creek Estates and have noted that all punch list items have been addressed, with the exception of the path striping which will be completed sometime in the spring of 2005.  Given that the trail is striped, I conditionally recommend this plat for final acceptance, thus initiating the one (1) year warranty period detailed in the Developer’s Agreement.  I recommend a reduction to the letter of credit of Prairie Creek Estates in the amount of 15% of the original security.  The Developer’s Agreement calls for release of up to 85% of the security held with 15% being retained until the warranty period ends.  In reference to the security amounts in the original developer’s agreement between Dragsten Properties and Baldwin Township, I recommend the following reductions:

Site grading, drainage, erosion control and turf establishment:



Reduce by 85% from $4,550.00 to $682.50

Storm Sewers & Road Culverts:



Reduce by 85% from $14,680.00 to $2,002.00

Construction of streets and drainage improvements:



Reduce by 85% from $134,795.00 to $20,219.25


TOTAL AMOUNT REDUCED FROM $154,025.00 TO $23,103.75

Amount of letter of credit = Above mentioned reduced total ($23,103.75 x 150% = $34,655.63.  Please renew the letter of credit for the amount of $34,655.63.”

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to accept Prairie Creek Estates request to begin a one-year road warranty.  Motion carried.

Whitetail Crossing, Sketch Plan – After discussing that a name change is needed, the sketch plan was accepted as presented.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discuss Proposed Annexation of Land in Section 6 – Gary D’Heilly, Jerry Smith and Kent Jefferson were present to discuss a proposal of annexation of the south half of Section 6 of Baldwin Township into the City of Princeton.  The proposed annexation would be called Wildrose consisting of 330 acres with a capacity of 400 homes.  They requested to know if the Town Board would be in favor of the concept for a friendly annexation process.  The Town Board contended they had no problem with the annexation as long as there remained dialogue with the City of Princeton.  Jess Hall and entire Town Board will try to schedule a meeting with the City of Princeton on Thursday January 6, 2005.

Approve/Disapprove Hiring Back-Up Snowplow Driver – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to hire Sean Weldon as a back-up snowplow drive at $15.00 per hour.  Motion carried.

Discuss Nominating a Project for Federal Transportation Funding – A letter was received from the Minnesota Department of Transportation regarding solicitation of a nomination of a project qualifying for eligibility for federal transportation funding.  The Town Board discussed the possibility of a trail along the railroad bed, Highway 136th and the 125th frontage road.  A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to proceed ahead and look at the different ideas.  Jess Hall will look into it.  Motion carried.  

Approve/Disapprove Changes to Snowplowing Policy – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the changes to the snowplowing policy as follows:  Add to “The township winter road maintenance fleet consists of: under item #1, add #2 as 1990 – 1 ton – F350 Plow; and delete “Contractor – Essig Construction.  Under the subsection “LEVEL OF SERVICE”, paragraph four (4), the paragraph should be “The township will be divided into 2 main routes.  Each main route will consist of priority roads, which will be plowed and/or sanded first, followed by a designated area of secondary or residential roads.”  Motion carried.

Schedule Clean Up Day – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule the clean-up day for 2005 on April 30, 2005.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove 2005 Town Board Meeting Schedule – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the 2005 Town Board meeting schedule.  Motion carried.

Discuss Sewer Use Agreement – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve upon verifying changes to the draft Sewer Use Agreement between the City of Princeton and Baldwin Township dated December 1, 2004.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A meeting is scheduled with Livonia Township regarding a draft transportation plan for Wednesday, December 8 at 8:30 am at the Livonia Town Hall and a 10:30 a.m. meeting with the County and Livonia regarding Highway 169 corridor plans.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Maintenance Personnel – Jeff Dotseth stated that he had spoken with Terry Carlile about the salaried vs. hourly wage.  Carlile had said he would be willing to go salaried.  The maintenance workload and responsibilities will not change.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to put Carlile on salary as discussed effective May 1, 2005.  Details of the position will be arranged and worked out before that date.  Motion carried.

Employee Handbook – It was discussed that the employee handbook includes a section for salaried positions.  The handbook will be looked into in January. 

Sand/Sand Shed – A motion was already made for Jess Hall to go ahead with the lowest bid.  Having enough headroom is the biggest concern.  

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve payment of the bills, check numbers 9413 - 9472 totaling $169,230.21.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 10:48 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Goetz

Deputy Clerk

Attendees: Andy Schreder, Ray McGraw, Martin Olson, Charles Peterson, Sandra Peterson, John Frontesl, Barbie Frontesl, Tom Levanowski, Stan Lindgren, Lori Lindgren, June DeLong, Jerry DeLong, Kent Jefferson, Gerald Smith, Gary D’Heilly, Ian Maloney, Bob Gross, Tim Edgeton

