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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECAL MEETING

February 23, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order/Reconvene – The Baldwin Township special meeting of February 23, 2005 was called to order at 4:06 p.m. by Chairman Jess Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Snowplow Driver Issues – Terry Carlile was present to inform the Town Board that he is experiencing problems with the two (2) back-up snowplow drivers.  Cal Watson has informed Terry that he does not want to plow snow for the Township.  Sean Weldon is willing to drive the large snowplow but not the one-ton truck.  Both Cal and Sean were not available to plow the past Sunday.  Zac Good, who works for the Township during the summer, is looking for extra hours for his school release program.  Zac plowed on Sunday with the one-ton truck.  Carlile is requesting that the Town Board increase Zac’s salary from $9.00/hour to $12.00/hour for snowplowing and $10.00/hour for summer work as this is Zac’s third year of working for the Township.  Discussion followed.   A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have Terry Carlile ask Cal Watson if he would stay with the Township for 30 more days, keep Zac Good at the same wage rate until summer, and talk to Jesse Ewert to determine if he would be interested in becoming a backup operator.  A friendly amendment was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to raise the hourly wage for Zac Good to $10.00/hour.  Jess Hall stated that he had talked to both Cal Watson and Sean Weldon.  Cal said that he would be available if really needed and Sean said that snowplowing would not be his number one priority.  Hall questioned Zac’s availability during school days.  Carlile replied that Zac is on a work program through his school and has talked to his education advisor.  Eleanor Rittenour suggested that Carlile check with Zac’s other employer to ensure that he can be released from working there if he is out plowing snow.  Lawrence stated that he had not accepted the friendly amendment.  He would prefer to see Zac used as a third back-up driver.  Rittenour stated that she seconded the motion under the assumption that the friendly amendment had been accepted.  Jeff Dotseth stated that the fact needs to be stressed that Cal Watson and Sean Weldon are the primary back-up operators.  Lawrence stated that he accepts the friendly amendment.  Hall stated that Zac Good will continue at $10.00/hour throughout the summer.  Motion carried.

Meet with Township Attorney Regarding Annexation Issues – Township attorney Bob Ruppe was present.  Discussion was held with the Township attorney regarding the City of Princeton’s request the Township explore adopting planning and zoning.  

Discussion was held regarding strategies for lobbying the state on annexation issues.

Discussion was held regarding Rockford Township and their efforts to adopt their own planning and zoning.

The Board reviewed a map of the Township and discussed how the County has included areas of Baldwin into their 2004 comprehensive plan.

Discussion was held regarding sewer hookup and time limits.

Discussion was held regarding changes that the state legislature should look at regarding changing the 60 acre annexation rule:

1) Common corner doesn’t make the land contiguous to the city; and

2)  First 60 acres becomes part of the city.  Allow the Township 90 days to protest before it becomes an official part of the city.

Bryan Lawrence left the meeting at 5:58 p.m.

Ruppe will be attending the Annual Meeting for discussion and update on annexation issues.

Any Other Business – Lester Kriesel would like authorization to purchase shades for the town hall windows.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel authorizing an expenditure of up to $250.00 for shades for the four (4) windows.  Motion carried.

Adjourn/Recess – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 6:26 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Terry Carlile, Bob Ruppe

