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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
September 13, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The regular September meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:01 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the regular meeting agenda of September 13, 2005 as presented.  Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens –Bryan Lawrence recognized John Riebel, County Commissioner, who was in the audience.

Arlie Marquis, 14049 290th Avenue, was present.  She stated that, since her road had been paved, there is now a water drainage issue and feels that the Township is not doing anything.  After the recent rain the shoulder has washed away and the asphalt underneath can be seen.  Marquis said she brought in hundreds of dollars to keep her cabin from flooding.  She said that Bob Gross of Bogart, Pederson & Associates and Baldwin Township employee Terry Carlile has been out to look at her situation and yet nothing has gotten better and it still keeps washing away.  Now her basement is also flooded.  There was no curb placed when the road was paved and she claims that the sand road never caused runoff into her property.  Bob Gross said that she had elevated her parking area.  Marquis stated that she had placed rocks and plants on the property line to alleviate the runoff.  She claims that her neighbor then moves the rocks and plants.  Dotseth stated that Bob Gross should go out there tomorrow and find a solution.  Gross stated that the crushed concrete is creating a gutter.  Marquis stated that she feels that the road was never sloped right in the first place.  Lawrence stated that he thought the issue had been resolved and informed Ms. Marquis that an easement may be needed to allow for drainage.  
OLD BUSINESS:

Discuss/Approve Next Steps for Culvert Issue on 313th Avenue – Jess Hall reported that Trent’s Auto Sales had been asked to install a culvert on his driveway that fronts 313th Avenue and nothing has been done.   Bryan Lawrence said that he has talked to Trent.  Essig was supposed to investigate whether or not a culvert was already there.  There was not a problem there before the Township placed the culvert to the west.  Trent is willing to cost share with the Township.  Bob Gross stopped out last fall with Terry Carlile to try and locate the culvert.  It was inconclusive, but it appears that a culvert does not exist.  At the time the culvert was placed, access permits were not required and Trent did not come in for an exemption to place the culvert.  Lawrence said he would talk to Trent and tell him that something has to be done by September 20 otherwise the Township will install.  It was discussed the Town Board is willing to cost share, with Hall thinking it should be a 24” culvert matching the size of what is off of 125th Street.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to approach Trent to have him install a culvert by the end of the month with the size being equal to what is already along 125th Street otherwise the Township will install the culvert and cost share with Trent.  If there is already a culvert in place, it must be cleaned out.  Bryan Lawrence seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Hall said he would like to see the cost prior to installing, but thinks the Township should install the culvert.  Eleanor Rittenour said she perceives this as a favor to one individual.  Jeff Dotseth felt this is a challenge for the Township to take care of this, since the Township is trying to control the water flow, and said he was in favor.  Since the majority was not in favor, motion failed.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to have the Township install the culvert and invoice Trent for 50% of it.  After discussion, with Eleanor Rittenour opposed, the motion carried.

142nd Street Issues – Dawn Othoudt, 28510 – 142nd Street, Zimmerman, came before the Town Board with questions about 142nd Street issues.  She stated that she had three questions/requests:
1) There has been discussion regarding the water issue at the end of the street and how to divert the water.  Has it been approved that the road be tarred?  Lawrence replied ‘yes’.  Othoudt stated that the traveled part of the road does not go 40 feet.  She would like the Township to keep the grader from encroaching on their property.  If the Township is spending the money to tar the road she feels that the road should be surveyed to ensure the road is laid out properly.

2) It is a dead end road.  Has there been any discussion on opening up the road?  The Othoudt’s request to keep the road open.

3) On 285th Avenue, where the fence is, the water sits in the middle of the road.  The Othoudt’s suggest lowering the road by the mailboxes which would alleviate the sitting water.  
Lawrence stated that there has been limited engineering done at this time and the Town Board has been focusing on drainage and property issues.  One area needs to get rid of water through an easement which the Township does not have right now.  The acquisition of the easement needs to be accomplished first.   The Township has looked at draining through the public access but that would require the approval of the DNR.  The Township will try to maintain as much of a turnaround as possible.  Othoudt questioned if there has been additional discussion on tarring.  Lawrence replied that it is possible to put on the schedule for next year.  Easements are the main concern right now.  Dotseth questioned if they would consider establishing a Subordinate Service District where the Township shares the cost of the paving of the road.  Othoudt stated that her concerns are that if the Township is going to spend the money, the road needs to follow where the original road should be.  Rick Othoudt stated that their neighbor’s home is two (2) feet from the road.  Shouldn’t have Sherburne County be partially responsible for the drainage problem?  Shouldn’t the Township go to Sherburne County for this?  Ms. Othoudt stated that they feel that the county is responsible and now the Township is bearing the cost of the county’s errors.  If the county has authority to okay structures like this, then the county should bear the responsibility.  Dotseth stated that the area was platted in the early 1950’s and now thee are more restrictions.  Rittenour stated that she agrees that the county should be more responsible.  Mr. Othoudt stated that the traveled road is only approximately 14 feet wide, not the 40 feet that it should be.  Lawrence stated that it would become very costly to correct today.  Mrs. Othoudt stated that she would like to see the county bear some of the responsibility.  Rittenour questioned if that hadn’t been asked of the county already.  Sherburne County Commissioner John Riebel stated that these comments should be forwarded to Joe St. Dennis, County Zoning office and the County Administrator.  A letter should be sent to the county.  Mr. Othoudt stated that the home that has a 2.9 foot setback was built approximately 5 years ago.  A garage that was built several years ago has an approximately 2 foot setback.  
Andrea Bumgarner, 28560 – 142nd Street, was present.  She stated that her home is below the Othoudt home.  She stated that she was under the impression that the drainage issue was to be expedited.  Lawrence replied that engineering plans are being put together.  Jim Lee, who lives on the other side of the Othoudt’s, stated that he bough the home as is and is suffering with the drainage problems now.  The further the Township pushes the project back, the worse the problems will get.  The class 5 from the road is already being washed into the lake.  Lawrence stated that the Township has a way to solve the problem, but may not be in a timely manner, but steps are being taken to fix the problem as the Township needs to work within the budget that has been set.  The Township is trying to address the issues.
279th Avenue Washout Problems – Bryan Lawrence reported that Bob Gross of Bogart, Pederson & Associates said that cable is showing through 279th Avenue because of washout problems.  A Subordinate Service District petition has been brought to the Town Board for consideration.  Paving could possibly be done next year.  Bob Gross, Lester Kriesel and maybe Eleanor Rittenour will check the immediate problem while the Clerk verifies the signatures on the petition.

Cell Phone Decision - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the purchase of five (5) basic cell phones.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to suspend regular meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to open public hearing at 8:01 p.m.  Motion carried.
Public Hearing, County Road 2 & 116th Street Road Rights-of-Way – Rhonda Lewis, Sherburne County Public Works, was present stating that County Road 2 was realigned and that the county needs to give the Township the right-of-way.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve.  A resident said that they benefited from the road being taken out, and that they would like to be able to move where the new house will be built.  Byran Lawrence stressed that all setback requirements and county issues would have to be met.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to close the public hearing at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to open the regular meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried

Salt/Sand Shed Quotes – Rodney Kriesel was present speaking for Terry Carlile.  Kriesel said that Latcham and Foley Lumber were contacted and received clarified information.  The quote from Latcham was $23,116.  The quote from Foley Lumber was $16,318.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the salt/sand shed quote of Foley Lumber with the building to be completed by November 1, 2005.  Jess Hall opposed.  Motion carried.

Snowplow Driver Wages – There was discussion about the pay table based on the employee handbook.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the issue of snowplow driver wages until the meeting of September 20, 2005.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Sale of Tax Forfeited Land - No action taken.  The item will be placed on October agenda.

Final Approval for Initiative Foundation Grant – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jess Hall to approve the final submission for the Initiative Foundation grant.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Elk Lake, 143rd Street, Road Encroachment Issue – Stephen Wayne is in the process of purchasing property at 28538 – 143rd Street.  He says the septic system is right up to the road right-of-way, and feels over time the road will be going over their drain field.  The property is located across from Blesi.  Wayne said he would like to put a post on their property line.  Bryan Lawrence said he needs to have a survey completed and verification that the fence is on their property and Kriesel can check out the situation with Bob Gross.  Jeff Dotseth encouraged the board to require some sort of survey to ensure the fence is on their property line.  John Riebel said the surveyors could find on pin, and it would be cheaper than a complete survey.  Otherwise Wayne has the blessings of the board to install a split rail fence along their property line.  

Easement Issue, Section 22 – Bryan Lawrence spoke to Marie Wallsmith about the private drive going to the north.  It is in the homeowner’s agreement to care for it, but Wallsmith is having difficulty having the other homeowners maintain the drive.  The Township has no jurisdiction.  The County Attorney has told her that mediation would be the way to go.  Wallsmith was also told that a subordinate service district might be an option, but that the road would have to be built to the township standards.  

Engineering Standards for Driveway Culverts – Lester Kriesel reported that he thought the standards contribute to headwalls because the developers are putting in 24-foot culverts.  He feels t longer culverts are required.  With the length of the culvert at 24 feet, a 4-1 slope is not attainable.  Kriesel will talk to Bob Gross to ensure enforcement.  

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:  None.

PLATS:

Bakos Addition, Section 15, Preliminary & Final Simple Plat – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Bakos Addition preliminary and final simple plat with the county engineering comments to be addressed.  Motion carried.
Country View Ridge, Request to Reduce Letter of Credit – A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour to reduce the letter of credit from Country View Ridge.  The motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to table Country View Ridge’s request to reduce their letter of credit until the September 20, 2005 meeting.  Motion carried.  

Nordwall Estates 2nd Addition, Additional Roadway Easement – A 20-foot error was made on the cul-de-sac in Nordwall Estates 2nd Addition.  Making an easement in the outlot reduces the 90 degree angle.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the easement for Nordwall Estates 2nd Addition.  Motion carried.

ANNOUCEMENTS:

The joint meeting with the Park Committee scheduled for Tuesday, September 20 at 6:00 p.m. has been changed from 6:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
The Local Board of Appeal & Equalization course training will be held on Tuesday, September 27th at 6:30 p.m. at the Sherburne County Commissioner’s meeting room.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Bryan Lawrence thanked Sherburne County Commissioner John Riebel for attending.  Lawrence stated that Baldwin Township needs to have the same type of joint powers agreement like the one passed by Big Lake Township and the county.  It would be beneficial for Baldwin.  Sherburne County Attorney Kathleen Heaney will be contacted.

Adjournment/Recess - A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 9:06 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Greg Bowles, Bob Gross, Steve Wayne, Susan Wayne, Kurt Retka, Cathy Retka, Beverly Bakos, John Riebel, Arlie Marquis, Andrea Bumgarner, Jim Lee, Deb Lee, Rick Othoudt, Dawn Othoudt

