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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

April 4, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular monthly meeting of April 4, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Bryan Lawrence added under “Old Business”: Item ‘g’ - Livonia Planning and Zoning and Item ‘h’ - County Park

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the regular meeting agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

March Final Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $35,173.25, disbursements of $26,688.09, check numbers 9547 – 9700, leaving a balance of $345,078.09.  The March final Treasurer’s Report was accepted subject to audit.

April Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $1,504.89, disbursements of $56,007.58, check numbers 9701 – 9749, leaving a balance of $284,033.62.  Jeff Dotseth had a question regarding the $28,942.00 for fire state aid in 2004.  It was a state aid payment deposited electronically into Baldwin’s saving account meant for the Northeast Sherburne Fire & Rescue Department.  Eleanor Rittenour asked why there were reimbursements incurred by Mark Bennett and indicated that she didn’t think it a good policy.  Lester Kriesel wondered if the cemetery restitution was paid in full since there was $3,016.25 paid in the month of March.  It wasn’t sure how much the restitution was in the beginning.

Sheriff’s Report – Sgt. Dan Frank represented the Sheriff’s Department.  He reported that there were 164 calls in the month of March and indicated that this is about average.  There have been more traffic and juvenile complaints, especially four-wheelers and ATV’s.  After being informed about the speed problem at County Pines 1st, Frank said that he would have the area of 292nd and 143rd patrolled.  Frank also said that there is a 100% burning ban in effect.  Campfires of 3 feet by 3 feet are still all right if in a fire ring.  Frank mentioned to the Board that Baldwin Township is the only township in Sherburne County that does not have numbers on the streets for emergency personnel.

Approval of Consent Agenda - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to approve:

1. The Town Board Regular Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2005;

2. The Town Board of Canvass Meeting Minutes of March 10, 2005; and

3. The Town Board Oath of Office & Reorganization of the Town Board Meeting Minutes of March 17, 2005 with corrections.

Since maintaining that all board members did not have the same view, Eleanor Rittenour requested that under the section ‘Any Other Business’ that the sentence “The more Baldwin Township acts like a city, the chances are that Baldwin can be successful at becoming a city”, be changed to “The more Baldwin Township acts like a city, the chances are that Baldwin can be successful at becoming a city, according to attorney Bob Ruppe.”  

Motion carried.

OPEN FORUM:

Andy Schreder told the Township Board how much the residents really appreciated the grading of 111 ½ Street.  Bryan Lawrence thanked him for the positive input.

Melissa Peterson, a resident of County Pines 1st, told the Township Board about the traffic problem in her residential area.  She said that probably 80% of the traffic did not belong to the development.  The speed limit is posted at 30 MPH, but cars fly through using the area from County Road 9 onto 292nd to 143rd to County Road 1 as a ‘short-cut’.  Peterson would like to see the Township implement speed bumps since there are so many children in the area.  The Board said that the information would be relayed on to the Sheriff, and that a “Children at Play” sign would be erected.  

There was discussion about the annual meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Road Report – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to issue written permission for a resident in Flower City to have a well rigger utilize the road.  The resident’s well went out.  The road condition is for 5-ton; the well rigger is 6-ton.  Motion carried.

Park Committee Report – Kim Good requested a joint meeting with the Township Board before the next Park Committee meeting.  Good’s proposal is to clean up the Kermit Young property before the Baldwin Clean-Up Day, so that excess trash and debris can be disposed off immediately.  Good suggested that perhaps the hockey team could help with the endeavor.  Lester Kriesel, Jess Hall, and a representative from the Park Committee will meet to inspect the property on Saturday April 10, 2005.  This way the Township Board and the Park Committee will have the opportunity to maintain better communication.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to coordinate cleaning the Kermit Young property with the Baldwin Clean-Up Day.  Motion carried.  Kim Good further stated that this endeavor would be an opportunity to honor Kermit Young’s donation.  

Further discussion ensued about investing finances and time into the parks.  Eleanor Rittenour suggested that the Park Committee present to the Baldwin Board proposals and plans, since the Board has not seen a detailed cost proposal.  Rittenour further stated that the Board has approved the philosophy of the park projects, but has not been presented with a detailed list of items needed, such as park benches, play equipment, etc.  Rittenour further stated that the Baldwin share of the park fund from the County is $107,000.  

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Gordie Madsen is requesting a machine shop on County Road 1.  There is no house.  He wants a Conditional Use Permit issued.  The Baldwin Township Board said that this would be considered only after an occupancy permit is issued for a new home.

Approve/Disapprove Township Line Maintenance Agreement with Livonia Township Jess Hall has had conversations with Michael Kerr regarding the Livonia/Baldwin Line Agreement.  Hall stated to the Baldwin Board that the agreement does address issues that Baldwin has.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Township Line Maintenance Agreement with Livonia Township.  Motion carried.

Animal Ordinance Kennel Issue – Paul McClure brought to the Baldwin Town Board his issue of animal control against his neighbor on 119th Street.  Rod Thompson was instructed to inspect the condition of the dogs and their living area.  Thompson said that it was a good operation and that there were no problems with the dogs.  McClure’s issue is that there are five (5) dogs, and he wants to make sure that Baldwin enforces its kennel ordinance.  Jeff Dotseth made a recommendation that Jess Hall contacts the county, since it’s a county issue.

Livonia Planning and Zoning – Eleanor Rittenour said that she is impressed with the professional way Livonia is pursuing their planning and zoning.  Since Baldwin should be aware of what the future looks like, time should be spent in the area to determine the population centers, transportation and to do surveys.  Jess Hall thought it might be wise to formalize an agreement, and to draw up our own comprehensive plan, but to dovetail closely with Sherburne County, Livonia and Baldwin.  There was discussion about whether outsiders should be hired to spend the time and effort.  The benefit would be that Sherburne County and Baldwin would be aware of what the Baldwin Board envisions for the future.  The consensus is that Baldwin is expected and should create several committees so that the citizens have an active say.  It was requested that this item be put on the April 5, 2005 meeting agenda. 

County Park Plan – Eleanor Rittenour said that the park plan is being updated.  She felt that the park dedication fees should be tiered with the land values.  Baldwin is in support of the parks, but there also needs to be awareness of the financial aspect of the park projects.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve/Disapprove Purchase of Cut-Off Saw – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve a purchase of a Stihl cut-off saw from a local business.  Motion carried.  The cost will be approximately $1500.00.

Discuss Moving Precinct(s) Location – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve moving one or both of the precincts (if needed) to the Destiny Center of First Love Church.  The contract should include a cancellation clause of a 120-day notice.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Princeton Township Grading 111 ½ Street – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve Princeton Township grading of 111 ½ Street at a cost of $75.00 per time.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Cemetery Invoice from Roland Thompson – It was determined that it is not Baldwin Township’s responsibility to move the monuments at the cemetery.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to send a bill to the estate of Bonita B. Gunnink for the moving of a monument for a burial.  Roland Thompson and the mortuary should be notified of the billing.  In the future Thompson should contact the mortuary if a monument needs to be moved, so that the family can be aware of the situation.  Motion carried.

Review Supervisor Pay Schedule – The pay schedules of different townships were discussed.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to keep the pay schedule for Baldwin as is.  Motion carried.

Discuss Clerk Increasing Hours to Full-Time – The clerk is open to the idea of full time employment since there is now an ‘Employee Manual’ in place.  The Board will find out from the clerk what is important and what benefits would be needed for full time employment.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The Urban Town Short Course is scheduled for Thursday, April 14th at the Maplewood Inn.  

Baldwin Clean-Up Day is scheduled for April 30 starting at 8:00 a.m.

.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the payment of the bills totaling $56,007.58, checks numbered 9701 through 9749.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 9:23 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Goetz

Deputy Clerk

Attendees: Andy Schreder, Melissa Peterson, Paul McClure, Mike Seurer, Sgt. Dan Frank, Kim Good

