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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

August 6, 2007

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.  Chairman Bryan Lawrence was absent.

Call to Order – The regular meeting of Baldwin Township held on August 6, 2007 was called to order by Chairman Jeff Dotseth at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

July 2007 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $133,047.59 and disbursements of $59,864.59, check numbers 11958 -12026, leaving a balance of $340,253.01.  The July 2007 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

August 2007 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Deputy Clerk reported receipts of $3,747.27 and disbursements of $34,258.17, check numbers 12027 -12099, leaving a preliminary balance of $310,043.91

Sheriff’s Report – The representative from the Sheriff’s department was asked about the procedure taken to conduct a speed study.  He said the township board would need to make a formal request through the Department of Transportation, and that on an average it takes about a year to complete.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table:
* The Baldwin Township Special Meeting minutes of June 26,   2007;
* The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of July 3, 2007;  
* The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of July 10, 2007;
* The Baldwin Township Special Town Board Meeting minutes of July 24, 2007
because Paul Vollkommer didn’t read the minutes prior to the meeting. Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – Baldwin Township resident Jerome DeLong said that at the Annual Meeting there was approval to donate to the Mille Lacs County Historical Society $3000.  At the July 2, 2007 meeting, DeLong said, the township board disapproved the donation.  Supervisor Jeff Dotseth explained to him that it is a final decision by the board whether to approve outside donations.  Paul Vollkommer also said that the majority of the people attending the Annual Meeting do not necessarily represent the majority of the people in the township.  There is a form to be filled out at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.

There was a question about the recent fire that will be answered in the fire department report.

OLD BUSINESS:

Fire Department Report – Fire Chief Brian Torborg reported for the month of July there were 16 calls.  He asked for clarification on the credit card policy for fire department purchases.  There is a need for some supplies.  Torborg was uncertain whether the fire department’s line item budget of up to $1000 was still in effect.  It was said by Jeff Dotseth the town board is holding off on approving any new policies.  The State is looking at them; then they will be shown to the attorney.  Chief Torborg is to put in writing what is needed for the Tuesday night meeting.

Chief Torborg reported on the August 1 fire at 131st Street.  The call came in at 2:44 p.m. and the response of the Baldwin Fire Department was 11 minutes.  By the time they arrived on the scene the garage was caved in and half of the house was engulfed.  Chief Torborg started Zimmerman Fire Department, and when he found out it was more than just the garage, started Princeton Fire Department.  Within ½ hour the fire was under control.  At this time the source of the fire is unknown.  There were 12 – 14 Baldwin firefighters who responded.  It was a good day time response.

Torborg said that a person in Zimmerman donated to the Baldwin Fire Department a Zodiac Boat.  It will be put in the Tuesday agenda for the township board to make a motion to approve and accept the donation of the boat and trailer.

There was a propane tank training with 26 firefighters participating.

Torborg presented to the Township Board two purchase orders.  One was for suspenders and boots, and the other was for the purchase of a mannequin for training.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the purchases.  Motion carried.

Fire Chief Torborg said he wanted the township board to be aware that he was presenting Jess Ewert with a letter.

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel said there is a joint meeting between the town board and the Park Committee starting at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday August 7, 2007.  

County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – A memo from Jess Hall states:
“Memo to Baldwin Townboard

Date:  August 6, 2007
From:  Jess Hall, Sherburne County P. & Z. Commission
Subject:  P. & Z. meeting of July 19, 2007
There was only one topic on the agenda from Baldwin Township and that involved an extension of time for completing a plat.  The request came from Clint Corrow and it was for the subdivision across the road from Spencer Angstman property, just south of Duane Nelson.  The basis of his request was because of economic conditions.

Most of the meeting was consumed by discussion of the changes proposed to be made to the ordinances for building types in different zones.  The townboard/comprehensive plan board, did fill out a questionnaire about preferences that will be considered when they draft their proposal at the county level.  It’s still in the planning stages and will be submitted to all of the townboards before adoption.

Other than that, it is my 47th anniversary tonight so I am with my bride enjoying a night out.  I hope that is reason enough to miss tonights meeting.  I will be at tomorrow nights meeting if you might have some questions.
    
Annexation Update – Jim Oliver said he didn’t attend the last meeting.  There is another meeting next week.  If anyone has any questions for that meeting submit them to either Jim Oliver or Jeff Dotseth.

Approve/Disapprove Newsletter – Eleanor Rittenour presented a draft of the Baldwin Newsletter.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table the newsletter for review.  Motion carried.

Clarification of Attorney Issue (From July 24 Meeting) – Jeff Dotseth read from the May 7, 2007 minutes, the May 8, 2007 minutes and the June 5, 2007 minutes.  

The May 7, 2007 minutes on page 3 under “Clarification of Township Attorney Access” reads, “Jeff Dotseth said it’s his pinion that access to the township attorney should be limited to one person since attorney fees are very expensive.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to allow the chairman to be the point person.  An amendment was made to include only when the contact is board directed and not chairman directed.  Paul Vollkommer recommended always contacted the MAT attorney first.  Jeff Dotseth called the question.  All were in favor of calling the question except for Vollkommer.  All in favor of the motion on the floor.  Vollkommer opposed.  Motion carried.”

The May 8, 2007minutes on page 9 under “Personnel Issue” reads, “A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to schedule a closed meeting for Thursday, June 7, at 5:00 p.m. with the attorney present.  Motion carried”  

The June 5, 2007 minutes on page 4 under “Attorney Opinion on Rescheduling June 7th Special Meeting” reads, “Bryan Lawrence stated the individual requested that the meeting be open and would like the meeting rescheduled as they are not available to attend on June 7th.  The board would like to know the proper procedure to follow.  Troy Gilchrist stated that the board does not have to move the date and is not obligated to do so.  If rescheduled, set it far enough out that the notices can be done correctly with 10 days mailed notice.  The purpose of this meeting is for the board to consider the information that it has been presented with and the individual does not have to be in attendance.  The board makes a decision and then schedule the hearing with the individual.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to cancel the special meeting that had been scheduled for June 7, 2007 and reschedule for July 24, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried.”

Paul Vollkommer insisted that the board had to vote before the attorney is called.   After heated discussion, Dotseth rapped the gavel and called Vollkommer out of order.  

A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table to the Tuesday meeting.  Paul Vollkommer opposed.  Motion carried.

Reapprove/Disapprove Concrete fro Fire Station Under Deck – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the concrete to be poured.  Paul Vollkommer opposed.  Motion carried.  Jeff Dotseth asked Paul Vollkommer if he wanted the motion amended to a dollar amount.  Vollkommer said the work shouldn’t exceed $3,000.  It was asked they the dollar amount should be pulled from previous minutes, or would it be all right to discuss the bids.  

There were three (3) bids received.
Edmonds Masonry, Inc for $2775.00 to include 26’ x 16’ – 4” concrete apron with fibermesh; 44’ x 6’ and 20’ x 11’ – 4” concrete sidewalk with fibermesh.

Dwain Mehwerth for $3010.00 to include 26’ x 16’ x 4” Apron @ garage door; 44’X6’ x 4” sidewalk; 2 – 8”X 4’ sonotubes for stair landing ftg; Saw cut out 8” x a6’ @ garage door replace at slope ; Drill #4 rebar into existing slab 16’ o.c to tie together.

Jerry Gunderson for $2600.00 for material and labor complete.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to stay with Edmonds.  A friendly amended by Paul Vollkommer to state as long as the bid includes everything that is on Mehwerth’s list.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Request for Speed Study, 120th Street – Baldwin resident Buck Owens asked the board to submit a formal application per the sheriff’s instructions for a speed study on 120th Street.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to submit a speed study request to the Department of Transportation for 120th Street.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Resolution Approving Replacement Cost Insurance Coverage – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to table to the Tuesday August 7 meeting.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Applying for Election Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Grant through the Secretary of States Office – Paul Vollkommer questioned why this was even needed.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve applying for election assistance for individuals with disabilities grant through the Secretary of States Office.  Paul Vollkommer was opposed.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance #146 – Jeff Dotseth explained that it is a formality to approve the amended ordinances generated by the Sherburne County Zoning Office.  Dotseth suggested to Vollkommer that the agenda item packets should be read in their entirely prior to the scheduled board meeting.  A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance #146.   Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance #147 – Jeff Dotseth suggested to Vollkommer that the agenda item packets should be read in their entirely prior to the scheduled board meeting.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance #147.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Amendment to the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map, Ordinance #148 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve.  Paul Vollkommer said he would like more information.  Jim Oliver rescinded his portion of the motion to move to table to the Tuesday meeting in order to consult with Jon Bogart.  A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to move to table to Tuesday.  Paul Vollkommer opposed.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Amendment to the Sherburne County Comprehensive Zoning Map, Ordinance #149 – Paul Vollkommer made a motion to disapprove.  Motion died for lack of a second.  A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table to Tuesday meeting in order to consult with Jon Bogart.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Letter to ISD #477 School Board Regarding School in Baldwin A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the letter to ISD #477 to the school board regarding a school in Baldwin.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove O’Reilly Auto Parts Credit Application – Terry Carlile explained that by approving the credit application for O’Reilly Auto Parts would be another source to buy parts.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the credit application for O’Reilly Auto Parts.  Motion carried.

Action Plan Sample Formats – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table until September.  Motion carried.

Discuss Expectations of Township Representatives – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to table to the Tuesday meeting.  Paul Vollkommer opposed.  Motion carried.

Insurance Issues – Paul Vollkommer voiced a concern over whose insurance would be liable when township property was used off premises.  A clarification will be requested from the insurance company concerning insurance issues.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve payment of the bills from check numbers 11958 to 12015 in the amount of $34,258.17.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,



Cheryl Goetz
Deputy Clerk

Attendees:  Dennis Lindberg, Elly Rittenour, Elaine Philippi, Jerome DeLong, June DeLong, Ray McGraw, Quintin Reece
