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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
July 2, 2007

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, Jim Oliver and Paul Vollkommer.

Call to Order – The regular meeting of Baldwin Township held on July 2, 2007 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to approve the regular meeting agenda without additions or corrections.  Motion carried.

June 2007 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $291,256.97 and disbursements of $80,746.24, check numbers 11885 -11957, leaving a balance of $266,768.21.  The June 2007 final Treasurer’s report was accepted subject to audit.

July 2007 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $3,322.50 and disbursements of $55,287.67, check numbers 11958 -12015, leaving a preliminary balance of $214,788.53.
Sheriff’s Report – Deputy Paul Notvony is now assigned to both Livonia and Baldwin Townships.  He is working extensively during the day on ATV’s.  There was no report printout available.  There were no citizen or board questions or comments.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Jim Oliver and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve:

* The Baldwin Township Special Meeting with Mediation minutes of May 23, 
  2007;

* The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of June 4, 2007; and

* The Baldwin Township Regular Meeting minutes of June 5, 2007.

Motion carried.

Open Forum for Citizens – There has not been a response from the sheriff concerning the letter sent to him regarding the firefighters who want to return to Baldwin.  Chairman Bryan Lawrence welcomed the Girl Scouts to the meeting.  They are working on their law and order badges.
OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Department Report – Department Representative Mary Beth Torborg reported 15 calls in the month of June.  On June 16 the dance and open house was a success.  Torborg said that the fire department is in the process of turning in the ISO paperwork.  Since it’s been budgeted for, Torborg asked for a purchase order approval for four (4) sets of turn-out gear.  The new turn-out gear would go to seasoned firefighters.  The new firefighters will get the used gear.  There also an issue in terms of sizes and some of the gear doesn’t fit properly.  A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve four sets of turn-out gear for the fire department.  Motion carried.
Mary Beth Torborg stated that a firefighter had requested that disciplinary actions for call percentages be suspended for one year due to family circumstances.  The firefighter currently is at 33 1/3%.  Torborg stated that the departments call percentages mirrors the relief association, and contact has been made with the relief association.  Per the relief associations bylaws, the firefighter would need to go back on probationary status.  Bryan Lawrence questioned if the request had gone before the captains and if they had said no.  Torborg stated, at this time, the request had not officially gone before the board of officers as it is beyond what they can do per their rules and regulations.  The issue will be presented to the township attorney on the Tuesday, July 3rd town board meeting for his opinion.
There was a reminder of the Zimmerman and Livonia fire district meeting at the Zimmerman City Hall on July 16th.  Typically Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth have been the representatives.

The fire department open house is scheduled for October 6th.

Newsletter ideas for September and October were to kick off fire prevention week October 7 – 13.  “Practice Your Escape Plan” is the theme for fire prevention week.  It was suggested that a fire department representative talk to the City of Princeton to have their trailer here for the open house.

Park Committee Report – Lester Kriesel said there has been clean up on the Young property by cutting the grass and getting rid of debris.  The Park Committee has voiced concerns about getting regulations passed that were approved.  
County Planning & Zoning Representative Report –A memo from Jess Hall states:

“To:  Baldwin Board Mem
From:  Jess Hall, Sherburne County P. & Z. Rep.

Subject:  Report on June 21, 2007 Meeting

     The subject of interest to this board is the application of Jerry and Tara Perkins for a riding stable/house boarding operation at 11711 283rd Ave., Baldwin Township.  Under “Twsp. Comments” the notation that was forwarded to the county from this board reads, “Annual Review”.  I raised several issues with the Perkins, asking for their response.  (1) Where did they live before moving to Baldwin and why didn’t they start their operation there?  (2) Why does their web site list their operation as “Foster Farms” (an operation located in Texas)?  (3) Why do they list 20 acres in Isanti County as their riding area?  (4) What did they put on their application for a building permit as their reason for needing a large riding arena?  (5) How many horses do you currently have on site?  (6) Do you have an approved plan in place for manure management?

     They answered each question when asked and had plausible answers for each issue.  A synopsis would be that they lived in East Bethel before Baldwin and found the government officials over there “not too friendly to them”.  Foster Farms is an organization that their riding instructor operates under and it is really her use of the term, not theirs.  Again, it is their riding instructor who owns the 20 acres in Isanti and her students are welcome to trailer their horses over there if they want a larger area to ride.  Their building application said the building was going to be used for their private use.  They currently have 35 horses there but 17 of them are in box stalls at all times.  They are too valuable to have them outside.  Their manure management plan is in place with the county and will be monitored regularly.

     When the whole commission heard their presentation, they thought they had done a good job of explaining what they wanted to do.  Several of the commission members commented that the town board had approved their request with no conditions other than the annual review so there must not have been any objections to it locally.  The final vote on it was 7 – 2 with myself and the rep. from Haven voting in opposition.

     Their conditions of operation include:  No more than 35 horses, hours of operation from noon-8, Six days, very limited riding on public roads (they explained that one of their boarders lives on Cantlin Lake and occasionally rides home), manure management plan, no more than 40 riding lessons per week, and they much maintain insurance coverage.

     There also was an issue of changing the ordinance of wind tower generators.  They have made a distinction between the hobbyist and the commercial generator wind towers.”
Jeff Dotseth said that the Perkins’ had presented the same facts to the Town Board.  

Annexation Update – Handed out to all board members was a draft of the Joint Resolution as to Orderly Annexation by and Between the City of Princeton and the Town of Baldwin for review.   Jeff Dotseth encouraged the board to read the draft and write down any points and concerns, then readdress at another board meeting.  Dotseth said the draft was a good start, and pros and cons have been addressed, but this is not the final agreement.  Dotseth said there was talk about drawing clear boundaries with the city, and there might even be a joint planning board.  Dotseth and Oliver are requesting that comments or questions from the board about the draft be given to them by next Monday.
County Request for Survey on Commercial & Industrial Development – The Clerk stated that three board members have not turned in the survey so she was unable to complete her task of summarizing for the county.  The board then reviewed and completed the survey which will then be sent to the county planner.
NEW BUSINESS:
Newsletter Ideas for September – Ideas for the September newsletter were discussed. October 6th is the Fire Department Open House; October 7 – 13 is Fire Prevention Week.  It was suggested having a small article on the Baldwin Township leash laws, burning permits and list of wardens, and ATV rules and regulations.  

Jim Oliver would also like to include a thank you to the residents for attending the Fire Department dance and Open House.

Approve/Disapprove 2006 Annual Meeting Donations – At the 2006 annual meeting it was approved to give the City of Princeton Parks $2,000.00.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to instead give the City of Princeton Parks $1,000.00.  Motion carried.

It was approved at the 2006 annual meeting to give Mille Lacs County Historical Society $2,500.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to disapprove this donation.  Motion carried.

It was approved at the 2006 annual meeting to give the Princeton Area Library a $6,100 donation.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve this amount.  Motion carried.

At the 2006 annual meeting a motion was approved for $1,800 for the Tiger Town Playground.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve $500 for the Tiger Town Playground.  Paul Vollkommer felt that Tiger Town Playground has misrepresented itself when they had received a grant.  Opposed to the motion were Paul Vollkommer, Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence.  Motion carried.  Total request is denied.
Approve/Disapprove Renewal for Access to County Assessment Data – There is no fee for the access to the county assessment data.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve renewal for access to the Sherburne County assessment data.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove 1-Year Renewal of Tobacco License for Finish Line Café        and Ridgewood Bay Resort - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve a 1-year renewal of tobacco licenses for the Finish Line Café and Ridgewood Bay Resort.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Joint Meeting with County, Blue Hill & Livonia Townships,       Tuesday, July 10th, 6:30 p.m. – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve a joint meeting with the county, Blue Hill and Livonia Townships scheduled for July 10th at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Identification for Board Members & Employees – Lester Kriesel said that he was challenged by a resident, and didn’t have any identification to show the resident.  He said he would like to see all board members and employees have an identification badge with photo.  Kriesel felt it might also be a good idea to have a magnetic sign identifying Baldwin employees to be put on the side of a car.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jim Oliver to obtain identification badges and signs.  Motion carried.  Kriesel will obtain dollar amounts and information.  Mary Beth Torborg asked if the fire department personnel would be included.  She said the fire department has discussed this but has not gone forward with it.  Kriesel and Torborg will work together.  Bryan Lawrence said that the sheriff might have funds as it may include the fire department.  
Approve/Disapprove Transfer of Funds – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to transfer $2,000 from the general fund into the cemetery fund, and transfer $10,000 from the general fund into the fire fund.  Motion carried.
Approve/Disapprove Clerk Vacation Days of Monday, August 6 (Day & Town      Board Meeting) & Friday, August 10 – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jim Oliver to approve the clerk’s request for vacation on Monday August 6 and Friday August 10. Motion carried.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
* MAT Short Courses, St. Cloud, Monday, July 9, 2007

* Community Safety Meeting, Sherburne County Public Works Dept., Thursday, July 12,  

   2007, 9-11 a.m.

* Sherburne County Transportation Plan Open House, Wednesday, July 25, 5-7 p.m., 
  Government Center

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
On July 18th at 7:30 p.m. is the County Association of Township meeting at Livonia Township at 7:30 p.m.
Lester Kriesel said there was a motion back in March 2004 to replace the Gateway computer.  It is now time for the replacement.  A Hewlett-Packard will be ordered.
To be placed on the September agenda will be the Developers Agreements and Engineering Standards for review.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment – A motion was made by Paul Vollkommer and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve payment of the bills from check numbers 11958 to 12015 in the amount of $55,287.67.  Motion carried.
Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Paul Vollkommer to adjourn at 9:17 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Dennis Lindberg, Jess Hall, Elly Rittenour, Mary Beth Torborg, Elaine Philippi
