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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING

January 5, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order - The January regular meeting of the Town of Baldwin was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 7:02 p.m.

Pledge - All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda With/Without Additions/Corrections – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the January agenda as presented.  Motion carried.

December 2003 Final Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $219,170.76 disbursements of $66,086.40, check numbers 8520 – 8577, leaving a balance of $285,627.03.  The final December Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

January 2004 Preliminary Treasurer’s Report – The Clerk/Treasurer reported receipts of $4,958.15, disbursements of $30,006.01, check numbers 8578 – 8614, leaving a balance of $260,754.48.  The preliminary January Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.

Sheriff’s Report – The Deputy present reported 127 calls in the month of December 2003.

Approval of Consent Agenda – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:

a.) Approve Town Board Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2003.

The motion carried.

Open Forum – Baldwin firefighter Paul Vollkommer said the department elections had been moved to December and that no election procedure or parameters had been put into place.  The vote didn’t count if a member of the department was not able to make it to vote that day.  One department officer had a tie and, since a revote was taken, he had made a complaint to the Fire Chief.  The Chief suggested calling the Township Attorney.  Paul Vollkommer called the Minnesota Association of Townships attorney.  Paul stated he is not aware of what happened to the ballots.  Approximately one-third of the firefighters did not vote.  A system should also be put into place to accommodate absentee ballots.  Paul Vollkommer requested that the Town Board nullify the December elections and hold another election.  He suggested that the people on the ballot not set up the election.  Jess Hall asked if he could accept the officers.  Paul responded that he would like a re-election so everyone could cast a ballot.  He questioned whether this was a legal election and if the results stand or if another election should be held.  Fire Chief Mark Bennett said that he was not aware of any issues.  No challenge was made within the stated ten day period as set by the Standard Operating Procedures, and that no grievance was filed with him.  Mark Bennett responded to the comments about an invalid election and an incorrect revote by saying that at the November departmental meeting the firefighters voted to change the election date.  He also said that the department did set a procedure of election.  Bryan Lawrence asked to see the minutes of the fire department meeting.  Jess Hall asked the Fire Chief and the fire department work with Bryan Lawrence and Jeff Dotseth to come up with a good plan for the future concerning fire department elections.   A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to ratify the fire department election results as originally presented.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Capital Committee Report – The Capital Committee met on December 15, 2003.  They are working on a seven-year plan costing between $46,000 - $60,000 per year.  Items discussed were a) a four stall storage building; b) a salt and sand shed; c) a used tractor; d) a double axle plow truck; e) a grass rig; f) putting blacktop around the fire department; and g) a new single axle plow truck.  Ken Kline suggests that a vision for the Township needs to be created and the above capital items be presented at the Annual Meeting.  Jeff Dotseth questioned whether it was the intent of the Town Board to reduce the budget for 2005.  Terry Carlile commented that on a Road and Bridge perspective the budget is a three (3) year process.  Jeff Dotseth thought it might be important to review the 2003 Annual Meeting minutes at the Budget Meeting.  A prioritized list should also be created.

Review Snow & Ice Control Policy for Contractors – Terry Carlile reported that he felt there were inconsistencies between the Snow and Ice Control Policy that is in place for contractors and the proposed Resolution Establishing a Snow & Ice Control Policy.  Jess Hall suggested that Lester Kriesel work with Terry to review both policies.  

Minimum Maintenance Road Posting - Terry Carlile reported that 75 feet north of the creek on Sewer Lagoon Road belongs to the City of Princeton.  The City has posted a “No Littering” sign perhaps at where City limits begin.  Approximately 300 feet for road would be affected if a “Minimum Maintenance Road” sign was posted.  Baldwin resident Steve Weissenfluh stated that the road also has a “Dead End” sign posted.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the Township wait to erect a sign until a complaint has been made.  Jess Hall instructed Terry to quit snowplowing after the last driveway on that road.  Lester Kriesel feels that the Township should plow 284th and 97 ½ Street located in Birch Acres for public safety purposes.  Bryan Lawrence would like to see a project timeline initiated by Terry Carlile and brought to the Town Board for review.

Fire Department Report – Mark Bennett reported that there have been 151 calls to date.  Proposals have been received from M. Praught Drilling concerning the well problem (the 8 inch and 4 inch well have not been pumping at the same time).  Princeton Electric also looked at the situation.  Each has a different solution to rectify the problem.  Jess Hall will meet with both M. Praught Drilling and Princeton Electric later in the month.

The Town Board directed the Fire Chief to determine a 2005 budget prior to the January 22, 2004 budget meeting.  

Park Committee Report – Sue Hix reported that the Park Committee had concerns regarding the Outlot in Deer Trail 3rd Addition.  She suggested that the Town Board check with Sherburne County prior to the Board making any decision on reducing the Outlot from 70 feet to 40 feet.  The Committee questioned if it was an Outlot or an easement.  

Sue Hix questioned if Jon Bogart had found the old survey information for the Sandy Lake public accesses.  The Town Board had not received an update.  Steve Weissenfluh stated that Polaris Land Surveying had completed a survey of the north access approximately 6 years ago.

In regards to the proposed Town Hall park, Sue reported that Dave Patten had talked to a contractor located in St. Paul and had requested a bid on two 24’x24’ steel structures.  The grading plan in is process.

Sue Hix stated that the Committee is still in need of another member.

Planning & Zoning Investigative Committee Update – Eleanor Rittenour reported that the Planning & Zoning Investigative Committee met on December 17, 2003.  On December 19, 2003 Spencer Brook Township representatives attended as well as Princeton Township Clerk Lisa Rarick.  At their December 26, 2003 meeting the pros and cons will be organized.

Sherburne County Ordinance Revision Committee Report – Bryan Lawrence reported that the committee would meet the second week of January 2004 before the Countywide open houses are held.  The goal is to present to the County Commissioners in March 2004.

Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Representative Report – Jess Hall reported that cluster plat of Highland Farms has gotten final plat approval.  

Tree Planter Deposit & Rental – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the tree planter deposit and rental as amended.  Motion carried.

Jeff Dotseth will work with the Clerk on the rental agreement forms.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ratification of New Fire Department Officers - A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve ratification of new fire department officers for 2004.  Motion carried.  The officers are as follows:

Chief – Mark Bennett

Assistant Chief – Steve Lunderborg

Day Captains – Glenn Gunn and Sean Weldon

Night Captains – Brian Torborg and Mary Beth Torborg

Review M. Praught Drilling Proposals for Fire Station – Two proposals were made: 1) cycle stop valve at a cost of $2,857.00, and 2) 2” motorized valve at a cost of $1,412.00.  The consensus is to see if the well is broken before investing $3,000.00.   Jess Hall will call M. Praught to arrange a time to investigate the situation.  

March Ballot Resolutions – The Town Board discussed splitting the Clerk/Treasurer position into two separate positions.  The item will be added to the January 22, 2004 budget meeting for further discussion.

Schedule Budget Meeting – The Budget Meeting is scheduled for January 22, 2004 at 2:30 p.m.  

Determine Annual Meeting Location – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to hold the Annual Meeting at the Town Hall.   After discussion, Jeff Dotseth amended his motion to hold the Annual Meeting at the Fire Station.  Eleanor Rittenour seconded the amendment.  Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Open Houses – Scheduled for January 22, 27 & 29 at various County locations.

Public Finance Seminar – Scheduled for February 5-6, 2004 at Brooklyn Center, MN.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding the 2003 SCORE grants and asked the Clerk to investigate if the Township would be receiving any retroactive pay for 2003 from the County.

Motion to Approve Bills for Payment - A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve bills for payment, check numbers 8578 – 8614 in the amount of $30,0006.01.  Motion carried.

Adjournment/Recess - A motion was made Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 9:23 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Josh Reece, Sue Hix, Ken Kline, Herb Murphy, Lindsey Palmer, Paul Vollkommer,

Mark Bennett, Andy Schreder, Captain Dan Andren, Mike Rademacher, Jesse Ewert

