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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

ANNUAL BOARD OF REVIEW & EQUALIZATION

APRIL 15, 2004

Present - Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.

Call to Order – The annual Board of Review and Equalization meeting was called to order by Chairman Jess Hall at 3:02 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Sherburne County Assessor, Gerald Kritzeck,  and his staff presented an overview of the current assessed values in Baldwin and building permit activity for 2003.  It was explained that both lakeshore and agricultural properties increased.  
Darold Steffen, Parcel #01-015-2401 – Mr. Steffen’s concern was he felt that there was a high jump in the last three (3) years in his property taxes.  His 5 acre property is classified as residential.  Mr. Kritzeck explained that the value of buildings increased 5-6% which means an automatic increase even without improvements.  Mr. Steffen explained that he was on a fixed income and was concerned about staying in his home if the taxes increase yearly.  Mr. Kritzeck suggested that Mr. Steffen investigate his eligibility for the Minnesota Property Tax Refund.  No Town Board action taken.
Peggy Patten, Parcel #01-028-3315 – Mrs. Patten’s concern was that, with the new Sherburne County GIS mapping system, they had lost land.  They had purchased 12.4 acres and, with the new mapping system, they now have 9.6 acres.  Mr. Kritzeck questioned if a survey had ever been done on the property.  Mrs. Patten responded that they cannot find the survey but knows it had been done in 1975 by John Oliver & Associates.  With the change in acreage the property changed classifications from agricultural to residential.  Mr. Kritzeck suggested that Mrs. Patten contact John Oliver & Associates office to obtain a copy of the survey and, when obtained, contact the Assessor’s office.  No Town Board action taken.
Peter Erlendson, Parcel #’s: 01-407-0602, 01-407-0604, 01-407-0634, 01-407-0636, 01-407-0702, 01-407-0704, 01-407-0710, 01-407-0712, 01-407-0748, 01-407-0750, 01-407-0805
Mr. Erlendson’s concern is the substantial increase in value.  Twenty-one (21) of his lots are undeveloped and some are not buildable as they are under water.  Jess Hall stated that some consideration should be made as most of his lots have no public road frontage.  Mr. Erlendson stated that his request is to lower the taxable value on Lot 24, Block 6 (Parcel 01-407-0634), Lot 25, Block 6 (Parcel 01-407-0636) and Lot 1, Block 6 (Parcel 01-407-0602) which now have a taxable value of $5,000.00.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to reduce the taxable value from $5,000.00 to $3,000.00 for the following three (3) parcels:  01-407-0634, 01-407-0636, 01-407-0602.  Motion carried.
Eddie Aguilar, Parcel #01-501-0410 – Mr. Aguilar’s wife stated their concern is with the increased value going up $20,000.00.  She feels people are paying on a lower market value and it takes a sale in the neighborhood to increase the market values.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that the market value listed on their tax statement is still lower than what the home was purchased for in 2002.  It was explained that the market value is established by the entire Township and is revalued every five (5) years.  Mr. & Mrs. Aguilar’s request is to keep the market value at the 2003 rate.  The Town Board did not take any action on their request.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that the Aguilar’s alternative is to attend the County Board of Audit.
Bernard Huseth, Parcel #01-021-4105 – Mr. Huseth stated that his property also decreased in acreage from 7.26 acres to 6.51 acres.  He had hired an independent appraiser who had appraised his home at $152,000.00.  The market value listed by the County is $157,900.00.  
Mr. Huseth stated that seventeen (17) feet had been purchased by the County for the County Road 9 project and he feels that the loss in acreage and his home being closer to the road devalues his home.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that the Assessor’s office records indicate that .76 acres were sold to Sherburne County.  Mr. Huseth stated that the County had told him that they were purchasing .25 acres.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that Mr. Huseth needs to check with the County to determine the exact acreage purchased.  The Assessor’s office has not been able to enter the home to determine the value.  Mr. Huseth made an appointment for Monday, April 19, 2004, 3:00 p.m. with a representative from the Assessor’s office.  The Assessor’s office then will go ahead with what value is determined.
Rodger Gustafson, Parcel #01-002-4200 – Mr. Gustafson stated that he has 300 acres of agricultural land and feels it is wrong that he is assessed for land that is in a flood plain.  Approximately 135 acres is prone to flooding.  The estimated market value had increased from $562,000.00 to $858,300.00.  Mr. Kritzeck stated that the land is classified as follows:  108.67 acres tillable, 114.00 acres pasture, 11.00 acres waste, 4.00 acres road, 1.00 acre building site and 1.00 acre farm buildings for a total of 239.67 acres.  Mr. Gustafson stated that even the ASCS says part of his acreage is in a flood plain.  Mr. Gustafson questioned if the property would be eligible for green acres if he retired from farming.  Mr. Kritzeck explained that he would need to be able to prove at least $1,386.00 in gross income to qualify for that program.  
No Town Board action taken.
Adjournment – A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn the 2004 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization at 4:45 p.m.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

