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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING

WITH PARK COMMITTEE

June 21, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour.  Park Committee members present:  Kim Good, Jeff Holm and Dave Patten.  Park Committee member absent:  Mike Seurer.

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township special meeting with the Park Committee was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 6:03 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance – Everyone present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – None.

Discuss Livonia Township Ordinance #700 – Eleanor Rittenour stated she had skimmed through the ordinance only.  Kim Good stated that all the park fees are collected by Livonia Township and they still have the County zoning office working with them.  Good suggests that Baldwin Township follow in Livonia’s footsteps as she feels that Baldwin is not getting their fair share.  Good stated that Livonia is receiving $1,200/lot.  Discussion regarding Palmer Township park and Sugarbush Park in Livonia Township.  Lawrence suggested that the Town Board review and consider for Baldwin.  Good suggested that the item be placed on the next Town Board agenda.  Discussion regarding planning and zoning and comprehensive plans.  Good stated that Livonia Township is still participating in the County Park Commission and feels Livonia is getting more say in what happens in their township.  Rittenour stated that she would like to know what attorney Livonia used in creating their ordinance.  The item will be placed on the July 11, 2005 Town Board agenda.

Town Board Suggestions for Next Steps – Bryan Lawrence stated that the Town Board needs to give guidance and direction to the Park Committee for both the Town Hall park and the Young property.   The current maintenance building is going to be extended east and the driveway will also be moved and it probably will happened yet this year as the Township is going in the direction of doing all their own snowplowing and maintenance of the roads.  It is the Town Board’s desire to keep the volleyball and horseshoe pit area stay and their current site.  Picnic tables and park benches need to be installed around the play area.  The Town Board would like to see the Town Hall park remain a small bike path stop at this time and would like to see it finished soon.  Lester Kriesel stated that the area needs to be graded before anything else can be done.  Jess Hall stated that has talked to West Branch Construction about leveling off the dirt.  Dave Patten questioned if the amphitheater would fit.  Lawrence replied that he does not see a problem with that as it is a grading issue more than anything else.  Hall stated that the Board has to let the Park Committee know how much money they can spend with the area being primarily a trail stop with no buildings.  Dotseth stated that the picnic tables should be installed and then a determination can be made about how much usage the park gets.  After that, then the Board can determine if buildings and other items on the plan should be installed.  Good stated that she would like to see the landscaping completed along with seeding and grading.  

Discussion regarding the cost of picnic tables and park benches.   Lawrence stated that playground equipment is key to the Town Hall park.   Rittenour responded stating that she is not ready to focus on playground equipment at this time and would like to test the results first by installing tables and benches.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Lester Kriesel to purchase three (3) regular 6-foot picnic tables, one (1) wheelchair accessible picnic tables, three (3) park benches, concrete and grass seed with a limit of $5,000.00 to be spent.  Patten stated that the committee will bring bids into the next Town Board meeting.  Lawrence stated that he is of the opinion that the bids should be brought to the county and the Township ask for reimbursement.  Dotseth stated that the Township should make the request but first take the money out of Township funds and them ask the county for reimbursement.  Good suggested that the Township ask for money for the structures and playground equipment so the funds that are Baldwin’s can be accessed.  Lawrence stated that the committee needs to put together a request and then the Town Board will make the formal request of the county.  

Motion carried.

In regards to the Young property, Lawrence stated that the Town Board has not decided if anything will be done this year.  Hall had talked to Kermit Young and asked if he thought there was anyway to cross the low land south of the house.  Jeff Holm stated that the committee has talked about installing a raised boardwalk over that area.  Good stated that she has talked to the county about wetland delineation.  Lawrence stated that the Township is willing to make a rather large investment which would open the door for a family gathering area and trails.  Hall stated that the committee needs to put together a proposal with a dollar amount.  Some items that the committee should look at including are trails, ball fields, picnic tables, pavilion, parking, swimming pool, skate park, skating rink, amphitheater, basketball court, and playground equipment.  Lawrence stated that he envisions a park that would be similar to what is in Palmer and Blaine.  

Rittenour stated that she would like to see more residents have input.  Good stated that the committee had sent out a survey several years ago.  Rittenour suggested seeking out other opinions.  Patten suggested that when a master plan has been developed, allow comments by the public.  

Chairman Bryan Lawrence left the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  Vice-Chairman Jess Hall resumed the meeting.  

Update on Old School House on Jensen Property – Eleanor Rittenour stated that she had talked to the Jensen’s again.  They will give the Township two (2) years to consider taking the building.  She has contacted two house movers.  It would cost approximately $20,000.00 to move not including the cost of moving highline wires.  The building is approximately 2100 square feet.  Discussion regarding moving the building to the Young property.  She would like to see the Park Committee members talk to Kermit Young.  Patten stated that he will look at the building and would like pictures taken of the building to show to Mr. Young.  Holm stated that Mr. Young feels that it is not worthwhile to move that building and he feels it would be going against Mr. Young’s respect by installing the building on the property but agrees that Dave Patten should look at the building and take pictures to show Mr. Young.  The Park Committee will follow up on this building.  

Any Other Business – None.

Adjourn – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to adjourn at 7:27 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Craig Hilburn


