Unapproved Minutes 7/15/05
PAGE  
5

BALDWIN TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING
July 12, 2005

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence and Eleanor Rittenour

Call to Order – The Baldwin Township regular monthly meeting of July 12, 2005 was called to order by Chairman Bryan Lawrence at 7:03 p.m.   

Pledge of Allegiance – All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – Jess Hall requested the item ‘Approve/Disapprove Fire Station Addition in Lieu of Town Hall Addition and Financing Specifics’ be added under “Any Other Business”.  Jeff Dotseth requested the item ‘Concept Plan, Jason Ostendorf’ be added under “Plats (d)”.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Approve/Disapprove Cell Phone Tower Lease Agreement – A motion was made Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the cell phone tower lease agreement with the conditions stated from the Township attorney:  

1. Language that in the event the Township needs the site for Township use, St. Cloud Wireless can relocate.  Whether unlikely or likely, I did not want to remove from the agreement any possibility that the Township can use that property if it needs to at some point in the future.

2. Language as to how to address possible interference between Township antennas and St. Cloud Wireless antenna(s) – in terms of frequencies.  I was assured by St. Cloud Wireless that this is unlikely but at the very least I would like such unlikelihood acknowledged in the agreement.

St. Cloud Wireless agreed to a 3% annual increase in the rent.  This is easier to calculate and track (in terms of budget, for example) than the annual Consumer Price Index (CPI).

If the Board is comfortable with doing so, I would recommend they approve the agreement contingent upon the above items being resolved between the Township Attorney and St. Cloud Wireless since it would be another month before the agreement could go before the Board again.

Fire Chief Mark Bennett spoke with both St. Cloud Wireless and the Township attorney.  He said that both are pleased.  The construction manager is present, and the major stumbling blocks have been taken care of.  The motion carried.
Brian Bumgarner Property Issue – Bryan Lawrence had visited with Dave Schwarting regarding the issue.  Schwarting suggested providing filter material in the cul-de-sac area to catch run-off, then direct it to a step filter and into the lake.  He said that the County was all right with the design.  Schwarting said when directing the silt, something would need to be found so that the run-off would not rut out the road.  He felt what may help is to put a minimal step over the curve, but still leave it a gravel road.  The ultimate solution is to pave the road.  This suggestion would drive the cost up to $13,200 by still doing the step system to control drainage along with curb and gutter.  The material in the cul-de-sac would be ¾ inch thick rock.

Terry Carlile had a concern about maintaining the filter and rock.  Even though the Town Board is looking at possibly draining through Brian Bumgarner’s property with an easement, Bumgarner is leery of the detail of how they could accomplish this.  He wondered if it would need to be along side of his driveway, and thought that riprap would look more like landscaping.  Storm sewer would cost $20,000 - $22,000 which would be a better solution but very costly.  Lawrence asked Bumgarner if he would be open to looking at an open drainage system, but Bumgarner voiced concerns.  An open ditch would cost approximately $10,000 for steps and swale and without curb and gutter.  The options would be a step system at the end of the street, with riprap through the yard at a cost of approximately $10,000.  For an additional $3,000 curb and gutter can be installed.  For $23,000 curb and gutter, catch basins and bituminous could be done.  Eleanor Rittenour wondered if Bumgarner would be willing to contribute any money towards this, but Lawrence responded by saying that the water is not caused by anything he has done, but draining onto his property.  Jess Hall voiced the opinion that he is hesitant in investing too much money on a private owner’s property.  If storm sewers are installed for one, where does it stop?  Bob Gross said that a variance was needed to build a home on the property; therefore it was altered before Bumgarner bought the property.  

The Township has already approved a step system at a cost of $10,000.  Paving can always be done at a later date.  It was of the opinion that putting up a silt fence would not last long, as there is too much water flow. 
A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to add an additional $3,500 to the project for a total of $13,500.  Carlile commented that the maintenance would be unbelievable.  Lawrence commented about how the Township deals with the silt is a separate issue.  Dotseth said that he would like to further look at this issue and evaluate.  In favor of the motion were Eleanor Rittenour and Bryan Lawrence.  Opposed to the motion was Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel   Motion failed.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall too have three (3) members (Dave Schwarting, Lester Kriesel and Bryan Lawrence along with Brian Bumgarner) meet at the Bumgarner property to review this issue again.  Motion carried.

Tom Miller Property Issue – Jess Hall had met with Terry Herman, John Oliver & Associates, to get a third opinion on the apparent water issue.  Mr. Herman had the following comments:  1) Need engineering study with Piezometers; 2) Research DNR records on water table fluctuations; 3) Probably needs drain tile around basement; and 4) 12” drain pipe would probably help but not a long term solution.  Bryan Lawrence said that the Tom Miller property issue is more of a groundwater issue.  The Board is still in support of drain tile help, but Miller has not yet signed a release of liability.  According to the Township engineer the pipe across the easement was installed correctly, although the DNR came back and told the engineers it could have been lowered by two (2) feet.  The Township can choose to lower the pipe on the north side behind the barn by two (2) feel along the easement if they wished.  Nothing will be done until the release is signed by Tom Miller.  Lawrence said that he would call West Branch Construction and obtain a quote on lowering the pipe two inches.

Discuss Tractor/Mower – Roger Anderson, Anderson Equipment, offered a decent deal on a tractor/mower several months ago.  By purchasing both a New Holland wheel loader and a utility tractor as a package deal, Anderson Equipment would be able to give a better price.  Also Anderson Equipment will give us a V-plow for a total cost of $58,500, which is $15,000 under what has been allocated.  This means the Township will end up with more equipment.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to buy the wheel loader and the utility tractor at a cost of $58,500.  Discussion followed.  Motion carried.
Suspend the Meeting to Open Bids – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to suspend the meeting to open bids at 8:06 p.m.  Motion carried.

OPEN BIDS:

Gateway Mechanical

$35,200 for plumbing, heating and air conditioning

GCI Builders:
Addition - $64,971

Concrete - $11,714

Electrical bids:

Reliance Electric:

$9,525
Princeton Electric:

$18,240

Twin City Garage Door

$9,950
A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to reopen and resume the regular monthly meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Road Issue, West Side of Elk Lake – Christy Miller was present in lieu of Dave Looney.  The engineer was out to look at the road, but she said that the road is still coming up.  Miller is requesting grading the road back down 6 to 8 inches.  Bob Gross, Bogart, Pederson & Associates said that an estimate was done on the elevations.  Jon Bogart thought that lowering the road would be a problem with running into utilities.  A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to look at the Looney road issue when viewing the Bumgarner issue.  Motion carried.

Deer Trail Culvert Issue – Bryan Lawrence said that he consulted with Dave Schwarting about the Deer Trail culvert issue.  Schwarting had talked to Bogart and it was determined that shots had been taken and found there is a one foot fall between the house and the culvert.  Lowering the culvert has been discussed.  The house that is experiencing water issues was built lower than what was on the building permit plan.  The County issued the building permit.  There is a four foot difference between what was specified on the plan than what was built.  Hall questioned why the second culvert that was installed one foot higher.  Gross replied that the second culvert was not placed per specifications.  He will contact the contractor and try to resolve the issue.  
Award Maintenance Building Expansion & Town Hall Improvements Bid – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to table the awarding of the maintenance building expansion and Town Hall improvements bids until the end of the evening.  Motion carried.

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:

Motorsports Home Business, Section 32 – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Jess Hall to approve Mark and Laura Berquis’ request for Rum River Motorsports home business in Section 32 with the following comment: 1) Annual review.  Motion carried.
Commercial Bakery, Section 13, Philip DeCasper - No action taken as no representative was present.

Church, International Meditation & Spiritual & Healing Center of Minnesota, Section 19 - No action taken as no representative was present.

PLATS:

Deer Path 2nd, Reduce Letter of Credit & Begin Road Warranty – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reduce the Letter of Credit and begin the road warranty for Deer Path 2nd.  Motion carried.

Belmont Ridge, Section 27, Preliminary Plat – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to approve the preliminary plat of Belmont Ridge, Section 27 with the following comments: 1) Place road to SE (without losing a lot) is the request of the Town Board and 2) Address all engineering issues.  Motion carried.
Concept Plan, Simple Split, Section 1 – Kathy Adams presented a concept plan for a simple split in Section 1 with the idea of creating two (2) lots.  The Town Board gave the following comment: 1) If the house was in compliance when the house was built, it should be in compliance today.  The Township feels the 200’ requirement for the existing house needs to be waived.

Concept Plan, Jason Ostendorf – Options were given to the Ostendorf’s regarding what they can consider to enable them making a buildable lot.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Bids -There was discussion about the bids.  Jess Hall said that he was personally disappointed with the bid price from Gateway Mechanical since he is not sure if it includes well and septic.  Hall said that it needs to be verified with Gateway on exactly what the bid does include.  Since there is a $9,000 variable between the two electrical bids, Jeff Dotseth said that he was disappointed with the amount of the bids received.  A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to reject both electrical bids and ask for new bids from the two companies that originally bid.  Asking for new bids should be within ten days.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the bid from Gateway Mechanical under the condition that the bid includes a well and septic.  It the well and septic is not included, new quotes will be obtained.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to table the bid from GCI.  Jeff Dotseth and Eleanor Rittenour were in favor of the motion; Bryan Lawrence, Lester Kriesel and Jess Hall were opposed to the motion.  Motion failed.

A motion was made by Bryan Lawrence and seconded by Jess Hall to accept the bid from GCI.  Eleanor Rittenour and Jeff Dotseth were opposed to the motion.  Motion carried.

The garage door bid was rejected due to the acceptance of GCI bid.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to accept the bid from GCI for the addition on the fire station.  Discussion followed.  In favor of the motion were Jess Hall and Lester Kriesel.  Opposed to the motion were Eleanor Rittenour, Jeff Dotseth and Bryan Lawrence.  Motion failed.

Financing – There was discussion and questions among the Town Board regarding the certificate of indebtedness.  Should the entire amount be borrowed, or a 1/6 down payment of approximately $60,000?  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth to make a 1/6 down payment.  Motion died for lack of a second.  It was determined that the Town Board needs to find out if there is any prepayment penalty.  
Sandy Lake - Eleanor Rittenour had a question regarding a resident who lives on the south side of Sandy Lake.  The resident has an easement across his year.  Jess Hall said the Township has a road right-of-way there, and it is part of the original plat.

Adjournment/Recess – A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Lester Kriesel to adjourn at 10:49 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees: Dave Schwarting, Bob Gross, Paul Vershure, Mark Berghuis, Laura Berghuis, Jason Ostendorf, Christie Miller, Norman Looney, Sheldon Pool, Kathy Adams, Richard Anderson, Rodney Kriesel, Terry Carlile
