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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP SPECIAL MEETING 

September 20, 2005 

Present – Supervisors Jeff Dotseth, Jess Hall, Lester Kriesel, and Eleanor Rittenour.  Chairman Bryan Lawrence was absent.

Call to Order – The September 20, 2005 special meeting of Baldwin Township was called to order by Vice-Chairman Jess Hall at 5:30 p.m.  
Pledge of Allegiance - All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approve/Disapprove Snowplow Driver Wages – Jess Hall presented a proposed salary schedule for Maintenance III truck drivers or equipment operators, maintaining it was just a guide at this point.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to pay $16.00 per hour.  Jeff Dotseth proposed adding another category labeled “snowplowing”.  Terry Carlile said that most plowing will be done with the one-ton trucks, and would like to see equal pay for all drivers.  Discussion followed.  Dotseth asked if it they would consider amending the motion to a straight across the board $15.00 an hour.  Opposed to the $16.00 per hour wage was Jeff Dotseth, Eleanor Rittenour and Jess Hall.  Lester Kriesel was in favor.  The motion failed.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel to offer wages of $15.50 per hour.  The motion died for lack of a second.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to offer wages of $15.00 per hour.  The motion failed with Jess Hall and Eleanor Rittenour opposed.

A motion was made by Jess Hall and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have the operators with a Class A or B license to receive $16.00 per hour, and operators without a Class A or B license to receive $14.00 per hour.  An amendment by Eleanor Rittenour for operators with a Class A or B license to receive $16.00 per hour and operators without a Class A or B license to receive $15.00 per hour.  Hall accepted the amendment.  The motion with amendment carried with Jeff Dotseth opposed.

Approve/Disapprove Letter of Credit Reduction for Country View Ridge – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to have no action taken since nothing was received from Bogart, Pederson & Associates.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Whispering Oaks Road Vacation Letter to County – Dalton Hoehn is a resident who lives on the north side of Sandy Lake.  Hoehn wants to put in a new septic system but it would encroach on the road.  He is asking approval from the Town Board allowing him to encroach the road or to vacate the road in its entirety.  Heohn would like a letter of intent from the Town Board regarding the intention to vacate the road.   A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to grant Hoehn permission to encroach on the road right-of-way.  Discussion followed regarding the maintenance of the road.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve going ahead with the vacation of the road.  Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove Appreciation Dinner Invitation – A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve the appreciation dinner invitations.  Motion carried.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Lester Kriesel said that it was decided not to put a culvert by Trent’s Auto.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Lester Kriesel to approve putting a culvert across 313th Avenue to drain the water to the south side of the road.  Motion carried.

Jess Hall reported that Bryan Lawrence would like to see the salt/sand shed built straight out from the maintenance shed although this would increase the cost of the blacktop.  Terry Carlile would like to see the shed constructed south of the maintenance shed about 24 feet off the corner of the apron.  Rittenour had questions regarding the effect on parking and election parking.  A motion was made was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve the construction of the salt/sand shed south of the maintenance shed.  Motion carried.

Terry Carlile reported to the Town Board that Shannon Sweeney, Elk Point resident, had called him and told him that she is hiring an attorney to sue her neighbor.  Carlile said he looked back at the minutes and nothing is documented.  Since there is no documentation, Eleanor Rittenour said that the burden of proof is on the Sweeney’s.  Carlile told Sweeney that it was a civil matter and has nothing to do with the Township.

Shelly Kerzman, Deer Trail resident, said that Bob Gross of Bogart, Pederson had supposedly talked to the developer, Jerry Smith about fixing the culvert.  The proposal was to have the developer dig it the way it was supposed to be per the original plat design.  Carlile asked if a time limit on it, and if it is not done, then the Township would do it and take the money out of escrow.  One end of the culvert is 7” higher than what it should be.  Direct contact is to be made with Jerry Smith to have the culvert fixed by October 1.  If it is not fixed by that time, the Township will repair it and take the dollar amount out of escrow.

Carlile received a quote for $1,350 for a vault for the fuel tank.  He will keep on checking other sources.  

Carlile reported that there is an electrical problem in the shop.  The builders cut in for ceiling joists, and cut through and severed the power line in the maintenance shop.  Carlile wondered if the cost should be passed onto the builder.  Jess Hall said that he is of the opinion that the contractor should pay for a portion of it, at least the cost of Princeton Electric coming out to repair the problem.

Lester Kriesel said that a bid for the flagpole lights was supposed to be given by Princeton Electric.  So far a bid has not been received.

Carlile reported that the blacktop will need to be notched out to match to the cement.  There has been an oil spill from the contractor’s bobcat.
Two quotes had been received for the blacktopping of the Town Hall site.  Bauerly Companies quote was $18,491.36, and Rum River Contracting’s quote was $21,100.00.  A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Jess Hall to accept the bid from Bauerly’s for blacktopping.  Motion carries.

Jess Hall said he talked to Joe St. Dennis regarding wind and snow load on the salt/sand shed.  They need to know how they will fasten the ceiling fasteners to the posts.  This information needs to be known before a building permit can be issued.  Foley Lumber will be faxing this information to the Township.

Carlile reported that the Looney’s of Elk Lake Estates were upset because Essig was sent out to take care of the washouts.  They wanted the holes filled.  The road was built up which is not taking care of the water problem.   There was discussion regarding placing a culvert to help get rid of the water.  Carlile said that we were waiting for Bogart, Pederson & Associates to come up with a plan.  A motion was made by Jeff Dotseth and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to approve placing a culvert with a cost limit of $3,000.  Proper easements need to be obtained, if needed.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 6:22 p.m.  Motion carried.

BALDWIN PARK COMMITTEE 

Joint Meeting with Town Board

Call Meeting to Order/Reconvene – The joint meeting with the Baldwin Park Committee was called to order by Jess Hall at 6:22 p.m.  

Park Committee member Dave Patten was present.

Additions/Corrections to Agenda – “Progress on Park Equipment” was added as number ‘6’ as requested by Eleanor Rittenour.

Discuss Jensen Schoolhouse – Dave Patten checked into historic places.  He said if the building is moved the historical value goes down.  He further stated that there is not a place to put the schoolhouse.  Patten said that he does not think it would be feasible to move the schoolhouse since the original site was probably chosen due to the elevation, etc.  He said he thought it would make more sense to build then move the schoolhouse due to the cost.  Eleanor Rittenour totally disagreed.  She maintained that it would still have historical value, and that a lot of schoolhouses have been moved.  Rittenour said she was hoping the Park Committee could get the building secured and then worry about a location later.  Patten said he has not ventured out to the schoolhouse.  The Park Committee has discussed only the feasibility and the cost of moving it.  Rittenour said that the Jensen’s were told that the Park Committee would be contacting them.  Kurt Kragness from the Sherburne County Historical Society has been contacted to see if they were interested.  Rittenour said she feels a lot of negative feelings.  Perhaps a group of private citizens should be formed.  Dave Patten asked if there are any other old school house sites.  There is one located on the corner of County Road 9 and County Road 45.  Rittenour asked that a plan be put together to have approval by the Town Board and funding could be taken from the Park Fund.  Lester Kriesel said that maybe the schoolhouse could be moved to the historical society site in Becker.  Rittenour said that there was Town Board approval to have the document signed and that she will take care of obtaining the signature.  There was disappointment with the Park Committee’s unenthusiastic response.  

Discuss Town Hall Site Plan – The Town Board had authorized up to $5,000.00 for the purchase of playground equipment.  Dave Patten stated that he had realized that $800.00 per picnic table was a lot of money.  He had received quotes for frames at a cost of $190/table plus wood.  Four tables (one handicapped) would equal $760.00 for the frames and two (2) bench frames with Douglas fir board would cost about $239.00 apiece.  The wood for the picnic tables would cost approximately $87.70.  The pergola structure would cost approximately $1,540.52.  The total material cost, including a 10% contingency, would be $3,152.84.  The plant material would cost approximately $1,847.16.  Discussion regarding whether or not the pergola structure should be fully enclosed.  The construction of the structure would consist of volunteers.  The Town Board gave the Park Committee authorization to go ahead and would like to see it completed before winter.  The Town Board stated that they would like to see the tables and structures placed close to the trail and maintain proper setbacks.  Patten stated that no playground equipment had been ordered as the salt/sand shed is now going in the planned space.  
Discuss Young Property – Lester Kreisel said that the Sentence to Serve people have taken most of the foundation out.  There is still an old car chassis in the pole building.  The fences will be torn out.  The trees will be trimmed along County Road 19 and in the middle of the property.  Dave Patten said that they would wait until it’s trimmed out, then the Park Committee will develop a master plan.   

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Eleanor Rittenour requested that members of the Park Committee attend two workshops at the Initiative Foundation.  Patten said he cannot go and didn’t know if any other members will attend.

Adjourn – A motion was made by Lester Kriesel and seconded by Eleanor Rittenour to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Terry Carlile, David Patten

