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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP 

PARK COMMITTEE MEETING

April 20, 2004
The Baldwin Township Park Committee met on Tuesday, April 20, 2004, at the Baldwin Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 7:13 PM by Kim Good, Chair.

Members Present
Present:  Kim Good, Sue Hix, Mike Seurer, and Baldwin Township Board member Lester Kriesel.  
Absent:  David Patten
Other Attendees:  Dave Bartz
Additions to Agenda

There were no additions to the agenda.
Minutes

Mike Seurer moved and Sue Hix seconded the motion that the March 16 minutes be approved.  All in favor; motion carried.  
Presentations by Developers
There were no presentations by developers.
Sandy Lake Public Accesses

Sue Hix reported on an April 14 meeting at Sandy Lake with Trig Hanson, DNR Trails and Waterways, Jon Bogart and Bob Gross, Bogart & Peterson, and Lester Kriesel, Town Board.  Purpose of the meeting was to see whether the DNR could provide some type of assistance in improving the lake accesses.  The DNR’s resources are limited, and since the lake is small and the improvements would benefit a limited number of people – most of whom are Sandy Lake residents – Hanson felt it unlikely that the DNR would provide much, if any, help with materials (e.g., concrete planks for the boat access).  He would be able to provide assistance in way of expertise regarding what improvements to make and how to make them, however.  He will talk with his supervisor to see whether there is anything else they can do since we are in such a fast-growing area.  He will contact Jon Bogart with that information once a decision has been made.
The Park Committee identified the following open issues with respect to the Sandy Lake accesses project:

· Will the DNR be able to provide any support?  If so, what?

· If we move ahead with the plan to use the south access for swimming, we will want to meet with Patty Fowler, DNR, concerning improvements we could make (e.g., bringing in sand).

· If we move ahead with the plan to use the north access for boating, we will want to meet with county Planning and Zoning personnel to determine what cutting or trimming of trees could be done as well as whether we would be permitted to pave the driveway toward the lake.

· We need to have a formal survey of the south access completed before proceeding.

· At all three accesses, we will need to verify the boundaries of township property to be sure that improvements—and future users— stay within the township property lines.  We must also determine whether any private structures are encroaching on township property; if so, the township will need to talk to landowners to resolve any issues.

· Near all three accesses, we will need to check to see that road right-of-ways are clear of obstructions or structures installed by adjacent landowners (e.g., fences, lawn ornaments, etc.).  If so, the township will need to talk to landowners to resolve any issues.  (Access to the full right-of-way will allow for easier turnarounds and parking, as allowed.)

· We must determine whether we need to recommend adopting any ordinances regarding use of the accesses and, if so, what these would be.  (We don’t have specific ideas at this time, but we want to anticipate possible needs.)

· As already described in other documents, the Park Committee will provide recommendations regarding improvements and signage as desired by the Township Board.

· The Park Committee and township would work with Bogart & Peterson to develop plans for improving the Sandy Lake accesses.  All improvements are subject to board approval.

Proposed Cantlin Lake Park
The Town Board has approved spending up to $700 to have appraisals completed on the Bernie Kriesel and David Gruhlke/Angstman Trust property that would be involved in a possible Cantlin Lake park.  Sue Hix will talk with Dave Patten about preparing a sketch plan showing the proposed access road so that we can discuss with David Gruhlke before scheduling the appraisal.  Sue Hix will initiate the appraisal process and notify the landowners as soon as prep work has been completed.  (Note:  Road right-of-way could amount to as much as 2.5 acres, depending on where the road is placed.)
Town Hall Park
Dave Patten told Sue that he is working on completing the grading plan for the park and will talk with Rick Johnson about it before our next meeting.  
Mike Seurer has spoken with local businesses regarding pricing for 26 yards of concrete and 7,700 square feet of bituminous (floor for shelters plus basketball court).  Ballpark estimates – assuming that the contractors do all the work – start at $9,625 for prep, class 5, and blacktop and $5,300 for the concrete.  We are quite sure we could get volunteers to help at least with the concrete work.  Mike also reported that, during a recent vacation, he had the opportunity to check out playground equipment at many very nice parks between here and northern Arkansas.  He is excited about the possibilities for our park.
New Park Committee Member
Dave Bartz, Cal Schmock, and Tony Stith have all applied for the open position on our committee.  Dave Bartz once again attended out meeting.  Committee members will use email to develop a list of interview questions.  Our plan is to schedule short interviews with each of the candidates before our next meeting on May 18 and then recommend one candidate to the Town Board.  Sue Hix will arrange the interview appointments.
Reports from Other Meetings

There were no reports from other meetings.
Other Business

There was no other business.
Adjournment

Good moved and Seurer seconded that the meeting be adjourned; all in favor; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Recorded by Sue Hix, Secretary 
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