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BALDWIN TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING
MARCH 14, 2006
Baldwin Township Clerk/Treasurer Cathy Stevens called the 2006 Annual Meeting for the Town of Baldwin to order at 8:01 p.m.  All citizens present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Clerk accepted nominations for moderator.  Brian Vork nominated Betsy Wergin.  No other nominations were made.  A motion was made by Brian Vork and seconded by Jeff Dotseth to appoint Betsy Wergin moderator for the 2006 Annual Meeting.  Motion carried.   
Approve 2005 Annual Meeting Minutes 

A motion was made by Robin Suhsen and seconded by Kim Good to dispense with the reading of the 2005 Annual Meeting minutes and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report/Year 2005 Audit

A motion was made by Sue Hix and seconded by Lois Nord to approve the 2005 Treasurer’s report and year 2005 audit as presented.  Motion carried.
Election Results Request 

A motion was made by Eleanor Rittenour and seconded by Craig Hilburn to move the election results ahead on the agenda so they will be announced when they become available.  Motion carried.  

Overseas Service Personnel
Bryan Lawrence requested that the audience take a moment to remember the service personnel that are overseas or are leaving soon.
2007 Budget Proposal  
Bryan Lawrence reviewed, by fund, the proposed levy for 2007.  The following is the proposed 2007 budget that had been determined by the Town Board prior to the Annual Meeting:  
PROPOSED 2007 LEVY





BALANCE 12/31/05
        LEVY FOR ’06        PROPOSED 
GENERAL FUND

   $137,157.55

$200,626

$220,000

R&B FUND


   $184,285.63

$300,000

$289,000

CAPITAL FUND

   $  37,766.52

$100,000

$145,000 *
FIRE PROTECTION FUND  $  14,746.16

$160,000

$110,000

CEMETERY FUND
              $  18,683.65

$    1,000

$    1,000      

PARK FUND


   $    1,528.32

$    1,000

$    5,000

FIRE RELIEF FUND
   $    ?


$  25,000

$  25,000
TOTAL






$787,626

$795,000

(.93% increase over 2006)
· Annual payments on Capital Items:

$ 26,794.64 Fire station – until 12/18/2012 (10 year pay)

$ 39,875.92 Fire equipment – until 12/18/2014 (12 year pay)

$ 78,500.00 ** Maintenance – until 9/1/2010 (5 year pay)

**  This figure actually decreases to approximately $73,500 annually after 2007.  The Township indebtedness could increase by about $400,000 after 2010 without increasing our annual payments on capital items.
Bryan Lawrence indicated that the decrease in Fire Protection Fund is due to their debt service will now be taken out of the Capital Fund.  The Cemetery Fund has been built up over the years and it costs approximately $1,000/year for cemetery maintenance.  In 2006, $15,000 was taken out of the fund and placed into investment CD’s and a money market account with the hopes of interest accumulating to make the fund self sufficient.
An increase in the Park Fund has been recommended due to the donation to the Township of the Young property.  The Fire Relief Fund is required by law.  The total proposed 2007 levy is $795,000.  This figure does not include any donations that are approved tonight.   
Road Report 
Lester Kriesel  reported that the Township completed the following road projects in 2005:










   COST

277TH Avenue & 96th Street (Southeast Township)








Rebuild

$35,010.00








Blacktop

$70,236.89

Fox Ridge





Rebuild

$  9,500.00

125 ½ Street 
Rebuild ditches and culverts


$10,400.00

Laylaks Addition (East Sandy Lake)

Regravel

$  2,350.00

285th Avenue  
Rebuild west end & widen curve at 108th







Rebuild

$25,250.00








Blacktop

$  9,657.00

289th Avenue

Dig out sinkhole debris & patch








Const.


$  2,600.00








Blacktop

$  1,981.32

99th Street (South Sandy Lake) Raise road and ditch





       West to 99 ½ & culvert

$  8,835.00

299th Avenue





Regravel

$  5,900.00

Town Hall lot

Shape and blacktop








Const.


$  5,800.00








Blacktop

$20,436.00


Lester Kriesel also reported on the new equipment the Township had purchased in 2005:

ROAD & BRIDGE EQUIPMENT PURCHASED 2005
2006 F-550 Ford dump & plow



$46,200.00

6640 New Holland tractor & mower


$23,500.00

621 Case wheel loader




$35,000.00

Hot mix trailer





$13,470.00

1990 L-8000 Ford plow truck & wing


$21,900.00

1997 L-8000 Ford tandem plow truck & wing

$42,975.00

Sand/salt shed





$16,605.00


Baldwin Township resident JoAnn Graham questioned if the Township planned on doing any work on 287th Avenue near Elk Lake.  She claims the road is either water or ice.  Lester Kriesel responded that the drainage in that area would need to be addressed prior to any road work being done.  Baldwin Township resident Gene Nitz questioned why nothing had been done in this area before the other projects.  He had picked up a subordinate service district petition form from the Township office.  Mr. Nitz stated that his taxes went up 35% and nothing has been done on their road.  He would like to see something done to eliminate washouts.  Lester Kriesel responded that the Town Board will need to look at the area.  Another Township resident questioned why the snowplow trucks are allowed to plow up to his front yard.  Lester Kriesel asked the resident to leave his name and address.  
Lester Kriesel reported on the project road projects for 2006: 
PROJECTED ROAD WORK 2006

(To be determined by Town Board)
283RD Avenue from Highway 169 to County Road 39:

Rebuild

Deerwood Acres & Oak Grove Estates:



Sinkholes

125th Street (Marv’s road):





Finish blacktop

279th Avenue Lake Diann





Blacktop

Chipsealing on:
312th Avenue & 131st Street




Fox Ridge




Battle Brook




Prairie Ridge




River Ridge

136th Street (approximately 1 ½ miles)



Rebuild & overlay

Striping:

277th Avenue




125th Street (Marv’s road)






116th Street (Long Pond)




Elk Lake Road




313th Avenue




303rd Avenue




288th Avenue (Ridgewood Bay)

Lester Kriesel discussed the proposed road projects for 2007:

                                                                                                                Requested            
                                                                                  Est. Cost     2007 Levy 
136th Street  - 305th Avenue – County Road 42

      $ 35,000

305th Avenue – 136th Street to County Road 1

         70,000

East Elk Lake Road – rebuild



         75,000

100th Street                         


               _   70,000








     $250,000       $289,000

Chip Sealing –


Battle Brook                                     

Fox Ridge                                        

Deerwood East                                

Roads east of #169 (green roads)  
JoAnne Graham stated that there was nothing listed for 287th Avenue.   Lester  Kriesel responded that the Township would have to fix the drainage in that area before anything else was done.  Mr. Nitz questioned how higher taxes would help solve his problem.  If nothing is going to be done why should he vote in favor of a higher budget?  Baldwin Township resident Jesse Ewert responded that the Township did not build the roads, they just take care of them the best they can.  Jess Hall stated that if the residents on the west side of Elk Lake form a subordinate service district only a portion of the cost would be assessed to them and suggested that a petition be started and presented to the Town Board.  
Elaine Philippi questioned if there were any bridges in Baldwin Township.  Lester Kriesel responded that the Township did not have any bridges.   Baldwin Township resident questioned if the projected prices for the road work took into consideration the petroleum price increases.  Lester Kriesel responded that the dollar figures for 2006 should be good.  
Fire Department Report  
Chief Mark Bennett presented a power point review of the year 2005 for the Northeast Sherburne Fire and Rescue Department:
Requests for service:  71 medical, 26 personal injury accidents, 7 structure fires, 10 grass fires, 8 vehicle fires and 63 calls for other types (gas leaks, electrical, etc.).  
Training:  Over 3000 hours trained on such topics as:  : live burns, car extrication, apparatus driving/pumping confined/ff removal and wildfire.  
Equipment obtained in 2005:  Purchase of 1995 ambulance from North Memorial, which the department turned into a rescue rig.  Donation of an engine (one from the City of Zimmerman and one from the City of Minneapolis).  Purchase of a dive/rescue boat and purchase of a grass rig and skid load.  
Fire Department programs:  community dance, open house and a county dive team.  The community dance is held in July with a live band and food.  It has been well attended by Baldwin residents.  The open house is held in October and consists of many activities for children such as water ball, engine rides, etc.  
County dive/rescue team:  one of a kind service, sponsored by the sheriff, county wide response, 18 members – 11 from Baldwin, train at least 1 extra drill a month.  The training consists of night diving, body recovery, property recover, underwater navigation, air bag usage and search pattern.  
Looking to 2006: already a busy year as the calls are up over the year 2005.  There are new training requirements: federal government mandates and officer candidate training.  A cell tower is being built south of the station.  The department has purchased a thermal image camera and is expecting to hire new personnel.  
Chief Mark Bennett thanked the resident of Baldwin for their continued support.  
Baldwin Township resident Quintin Reece asked if there was any chance of changing  the department’s name to identify with Baldwin Township.  Mark Bennett responded that, if the name was changed, the department would run into issue with Baldwin, Wisconsin fire department.  Mr. Reece asked what name the department needs to have to show Baldwin Township ownership.  Baldwin Township resident Mike Seurer stated that he would like to see it named Baldwin Township fire department as it would reflect community pride and maybe the department should consider adding the township name to their new equipment.  Bryan Lawrence responded that it was the intent of naming the department Northeast Sherburne Fire and Rescue as it would serve that area of the county.  Quintin Reece stated that there is a problem of trying to make Baldwin Township secure.  He would like to make a motion to change the name.  
Moderator Betsy Wergin stated that he can make the motion to have the Township Board consider a name change.  A motion was made by Quintin Reece to have the Township Board consider a name change for the Northeast Sherburne Fire and Rescue department.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Baldwin Township resident Dave Patten suggested that the name stay the same and just add ‘subsidiary of Baldwin Township’.  Baldwin Township resident Paul Vollkommer stated that he had done all the graphics on the trucks and they are marked with Baldwin Township’s name.  
A Baldwin Township resident questioned what the ISO rating was.  Mark Bennett responded that it is a 9 and it will be evaluated again this summer.  The resident stated that he had received a letter from his insurance company stating that his insurance will be dropped.  Paul Vollkommer stated that Baldwin Township had an ISO rating of 9 when they were served by the City of Princeton’s fire department.  Mark Bennett stated that he would be more than happy to talk to the concerned resident’s insurance agency.
Betsy Wergin asked all the firefighters in attendance to stand up.  She stated that the reason they are here is to keep Baldwin Township residents safe and they are owed a huge dept of gratitude.  

Mike Seurer questioned if the Township has checked into billing insurance companies.   

Mark Bennett  responded stating that it is a rather new practice and a sticky issue.  Baldwin Township resident Kim Good stated that she had specifically asked her insurance company if they would pay if she had a fire and they had told her they would.
Mr. Seurer stated that it could be a source of income.  Mark Bennett responded that the majority of the accidents have been on county roads and involve local people.  
Mark Bennett announced that the department will be holding their 2nd annual garage sale fundraiser on April 20-22.  Public donations will be accepted on April 1st.  All proceeds will benefit the department’s Relief Association.  Also, Mark Bennett announced that the department is looking for additional daytime and nighttime firefighters.  
Baldwin Park Committee Progress Report

Jeff Holm stated that he is a new member of the Park Committee along with Mark Fredrickson.  The committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  The Town Board liaison is Lester Kriesel.  Mr. Holm gave an overview of the Park Committee’s functions.  He stated that Lester Kriesel has been the M.V.P. on the Young property with enlisting the help of the Sentence to Serve people to help clean up the area.  Elaine Philippi questioned what the plan was for the old railroad bed trail.  Kim Good responded stating that a grant has been given to the county and paving will begin on a portion of the trail in 2007.  Discussion was held on state grants.  
Formation of Comprehensive Plan Committee

Bryan Lawrence informed the audience that the Township had adopted the Sherburne County Comprehensive Plan along with the county’s Planning and Zoning requirements..  The Township has also entered into an agreement with the county so the Township has more control of what happens in regards to new plats.  At this time the Town Board would like to recruit residents who would be interested in serving on a comprehensive plan committee.  If interested, the residents should leave their name with the Clerk.  
Initiative Foundation Grant  
Eleanor Rittenour presented an overview of the $2,500 grant the Township had received from the Initiative Foundation.  The visioning session that the Township held did not cost the Township one penny.  On October 11 and October 25, 2005 both Town Board Supervisors and residents attended workshops in Little Falls, Minnesota.  The citizen volunteers were Julius Dorweiler, Jeff Kline and Ken Kline.  She expressed her thanks to everyone who attended along with Jon Bogart and Bob Gross of Bogart, Pederson & Associates for producing maps, Jon Sevald of Sherburne County for his expertise, and Bob Ruppe, Township attorney.  The February 4, 2006 Visioning Session brought out 70 people along with  two City of Princeton Council members and two school board members from ISD #477.  The survey that had been sent out with the Township newsletter generated 96 responses (approximately 3%).  During the visioning session the survey questions were discussed.  Ms. Rittenour stated the need for Baldwin Township to formulate a comprehensive plan that would be a living document.  She stated that the most important asset was not recognized at the session.  The most important asset is the citizens of the Township.  She hopes leadership will pursue what was learned at the session.  
Quintin Reece questioned if the Town Board Supervisors have ‘put some legs’ to the top concerns of the survey of annexation and incorporation.  He questioned if the  Town Board has determined what the steps are for incorporation.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that the next step is to appoint a committee.  The Town Board has been working hard on the issues of incorporation and merger.  Betsy Wergin stated that there is no place for the Township to go until a comprehensive plan is in place.  Mr., Reece questioned how long it would take to create a comprehensive plan.  Ms. Rittenour stated that the Town Board Chairman says one year but she personally things it would be a two year process.  
Election Results
The Clerk read the unofficial results of the 2006 Township election:
Supervisor “A”:

Kimberly Good:  56 votes

Craig L. Hilburn: 27 votes

Paul Vollkommer: 112 votes

Write In:  Gregg Nordwall: 61 votes

256 total votes

Supervisor “E”:

Lester W. Kriesel: 220 votes

Write In: Sean Weldon: 3 votes

223 total votes
The Clerk informed the citizens that the Town Board, acting as the Board of Canvass, will be meeting Thursday, March 16, 2006, 5:00 p.m. to officially certify the election results.

Mille Lacs County Historical Society Request for Funding

Betsy Wergin stated that the Township had donated $2,000.00 to the Mille Lacs County Historical Society last year.  Betty Jensen was present representing the Mille Lacs County Historical Society.  They are requesting a donation of $2,500.00 to help maintain their mission to keep the historical depot building.  A motion was made by Jerome DeLong and seconded by Tim Jensen to approve a $2,500.00 donation in the year 2007 to the Mille Lacs County Historical Society.  After discussion, the motion carried.  
City of Princeton Parks Request for Funding

Dick Peterson  was present representing the City of Princeton parks.  They are requesting a donation of 50¢ per household.  A motion was made by Dick Peterson and seconded by Quintin Reece to approve a $2,000.00 donation in the year 2007 to the City of Princeton parks.  Motion carried.  
Princeton Area Library Request for Funding
Robin Suhsen, Sue Hix and Carolyn Schwab were present representing the Princeton Area Library.  They are requesting a donation of $6,100.00.  A motion was made by Sue Hix and seconded by Carolyn Schwab to approve a $6,100.00 donation in the year 2007 to the Princeton Area Library.  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Quintin Reece to amend the motion to a $2,000.00 donation.  Seconded by Elaine Philippi.  Upon hand vote on the amendment from a donation from $6,100.00 to $2,000.00 the amendment failed on a count of 21 in favor of the amendment and 35 opposed to the amendment.  
Upon vote on the original motion of a $6,100.00 donation in the year 2007 for the Princeton Area Library the motion carried.  
Tiger Town Playgrounds Request for Funding

Jackie Ostroot was present representing the Tiger Town Playgrounds.  The playground would be an updated area at the School District office and community education building.  Discussion was held about what the upgrade would entail.  They are requesting a donation of $500.00.  A motion was made by Jackie Ostroot and seconded by Dave Patten to approve a $500.00 donation in the year 2007 to the Tiger Town Playground.  A friendly amendment was made by Mike Seurer to increase the donation to $1,800.00.  The friendly amendment was accepted by Jackie Ostroot.  The new motion is now a $1,800.00 donation.  After discussion, the motion carried.  
Approve 2007 Budget 
The original proposed 2007 levy of $795,000.00 has increased by $12,400.00 due to donation requests.  A motion was made by Mike Seurer and seconded by Brian Vork approving the 2007 budget/levy at $807,400.00.  Motion carried.  
General Fund:

$232,400

Road & Bridge Fund:
$289,000

Capital Fund:


$145,000

Fire Fund


$110,000


Cemetery Fund:

$    1,000

Park Fund:


$    5,000

Fire Relief Fund:

$  25,000


TOTAL 2007 LEVY:

$807,400 
Legal Publisher/Depository/Public Postings

A motion was made by Mike Seurer and seconded by Sue Hix to keep the Princeton Union-Eagle as Baldwin Township’s legal publisher and maintain U.S. Bank as the Township’s depository and the Town Hall and Marv’s True Value as the public posting areas.  Baldwin Township resident Debra Gray asked that the Township consider coming back to Bremer Bank.  A friendly amendment was made by Quintin Reece to add Bremer Bank as a Baldwin Township depository.  The friendly amendment was accepted by both Mike Seurer and Sue Hix.   The motion was restated as approving both U.S. Bank and Bremer Bank as depositories for Baldwin Township,  the Princeton Union Eagle as the legal publisher and the Town Hall and Marv’s True Value as the public posting areas.  A friendly amendment was made by Debra Gray to have Bremer Bank be the only depository for Baldwin Township.  Mike Seurer did not accept the friendly amendment.  Jess Hall stated that he would like to speak against the motion as the Town Board went through the process of checking rates at all local banks.  He is in favor of keeping U.S. Bank as the Township depository.  Rich Harris stated that he would also like to speak against the motion as representatives from the other banks are not present.  Sue Hix stated that with two depositories it allows the Town Board to make the determination of the best deal.  Eleanor Rittenour stated that she would like to see the offer from Bremer Bank presented in writing.  For the motion of both U.S. Bank and Bremer Bank as the depositories for Baldwin Township, the Princeton Union-Eagle as the legal publisher and the Town Hall and Marv’s True Value as the public posting areas the motion carried.  
Any Other Business

A resident stated that they are bothered by allowing everyone to come to the Annual Meeting and ask for funding.  Betsy Wergin explained the state statute which allows for this and stated that township annual meetings are open to the public.  A motion was made by Quintin Reece and seconded by Bryan Lawrence to require funding requests for the annual meeting is in the Township office within one week of the meeting and posted one week prior.  Upon hand vote taken, the motion failed.  
2007 Annual Meeting 
Scheduled for Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Adjourn
A motion was made by Dick Peterson and seconded by Gene Nitz to adjourn at 10:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Stevens

Clerk/Treasurer

Attendees:  Julius Dorweiler, Nancy Dorweiler, Eleanor Rittenour, June DeLong, Jerome DeLong, JoAnn Graham, Gene Nitz, Mark Fredrickson, Jamin Wood, Lois Nord, Mike Seurer, Robin Suhsen, Betty Jensen, Craig Hilburn, Richard Wergin, Jeff Holm, Lloyd Podtburg, Betsy Wergin, Peggy Patten, Mari Owens, Rich Harris, Sue Hix, Carolyn Schwab, Dennis Lindberg, Bill Pouliot, Melinda Pouliot, Don Larsen, Elaine Philippi, Jerry Heffron, Molly Heffron, Richard Lemke,  Brian Vork, Joel Platzk, Tim Jensen, David Patten, Don Moses, Jr., Sue Nordwall, Gregg Nordwall, Jesse Ewert, Brian Bumgarner, Ray Bauer, Laura Bauer, Herb Murphy, Corrine Murphy, Quintin Reece, Kim Good, Mark Bennett, Lester Kriesel, Bryan Lawrence, MaryTina Lawrence, Jess Hall, Jeff Dotseth, Dick Peterson, Mary Beth Torborg, Cal Watson, Jackie Ostroot, Debra Gray, Terry Carlile, Doug Lepinski
